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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

A native and life long South Carolinian, Barry Albert Rickman was born in
Columbia, on March 2, 1952. He is the only child of Jessie Pearl Carter Rickman and
the late Clarence Bm(e Rickman formerly ‘of the Sandy Run comnumity in Calhoun
County. Barry attended public school in Spdltanl)uxg and Greenville Counties and
gmdnat(‘d in 1970 from Union High School in Union. He is a graduate of Palmer Ju-
nior College and Midlands [‘e(,luuv(ll Education Center both in Columbia.

Barry is married to the former Gail Marlene Turner of Cayce and they have two
d.lu"lltels Lauren Elizabeth and Jennifer Lymn and a U'ldl](l(ldu“’htt‘] Breanna Leigh
Mack. Bar 1v was ordained a Deacon at West Side detxst (lun(l) of West C ()lumlua
where he also taught Discipleship Training to young teens and assisted with children’s
Bible Drills. Barry and Gail are now members of Bumd wres Baptist Church of Cayce.
He is retired from South Carolina Electric and Gas Company in Columbia l)(-(rnmmg
his career in 1973 as an Apprentice Draftsman and retired as a Gas Engineering Spe-
cialist. During his thirty-four years of employment, he was on the Executive Board of
the SCE&G Good Neighbor Fund for two consecutive terms and served as its presi-
dent. He served so\oml vears on the Board of Lexington County’s V ocational Rehabili-
tation Center in West C()lumbm and served as co-¢ hanman where he helped decide
curriculum for drafting students retraining for the job market. He was a professional
member of the American Design Drafting Association of Rockville, Maryland. At
home. Barry enjoys reading l)uwmplncs dabbling in genealogy and collec ting all man-
ner of Masonic memomlnlm The Rickman’s lesule at 814 Jefferson Drive in West
Columbia.

Brother Barry was raised to the Sublime Degree of a Master Mason in Cayce
Lodge No. 384 in 1976 presided as its Worshipful Master in 1983 and has been
awarded a Life Membership in his Lodge. Over the years. he has also been granted
several honorary memberships to Ln(lg( s within our Grand Jurisdiction. From 1984
through 1986. he served as President of the Masters’ and Wardens™ Club of the E ighth
Masonic District and later served as its Chaplain. He was a founding member of the
Square and Compass Club of the Midlands.

A member of the Valley of Columbia Scottish Rite Bodies, he is a Past Venerable
Master of Aleph Lodge of Perfection; Past Wise Master of Will Chester Plant Chapter,
Knights Rose Croix: Past Commander of Kadosh of Barron Council, Knights Kadosh:
serves as an officer of Columbia Consistory and served as Class Director for two years.
He is also a member of the Royal Order of Scotland and the Scottish Rite Research
Society. He serves on the V. alley of Columbia Board of Directors for the E.C. Single-
ton Rite Care Center. In 2001, he was invested with the Rank and Decoration of
Knight Commander of the Court of Honour and in 2009 was Coroneted a 33° Inspec-
tor General Honorary by The Supreme Council, Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite,
Southern lunsthctmn USA.

Brother Barry is a member of Columbia Chapter No. 5, Royal Arch Masons;
Union Council \l() 5. Royal & Select Masters; and Columbia C nnunanden No. 2
Knights Templar of the ¢ “olumbia York Rite Bodies having also received the (lemee of
Super Excellent Master. He served as Sovereign Master in 2008 of Columbia C ()uncll
No. 157 Allied Masonic Degrees and in 2009 was made an Honorary Life Member in
Piechmont Council No. 440 in Union. He is a member of the South Carolina College
SRICF, Palmetto York Rite College No. 70 and South Carolina Council No. 20,
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Knight Masons, USA.

He is a member of Fort Jackson Chapter No. 184, National Sojourners, Inc. and
was Commander of Mordecai Gist Camyp, Heroes of 776 in Columbia. He is a member
of Hejaz Shrine Center in Greenville, Newheny Shrine Club, Cayce Chapter No. 260
Order of the Eastern Star and The Masonic Brotherhood of The Blue Forget-Me-
Not. A Charter Member of the South Carolina Masonic Research Society, Bl other
Barry served as its Charter Treasurer and later as its fourth President in 1993, receiv-
ing s the Soc iety’s Fellow in Masonic Research Award that same year. He also served as
Chairman of the Editorial Committee and Editor for the Soc iety’s publication Trans-
actions. He was a founding member and C hapter Dad of the (,mnb\ Chapter Order
of DeMolay. The Intenmtl(nml Supreme Council of the Order of DeMoLl\ in 2009 in-
vested him with the degree of Honorary Legion of Honor. He is a former member of
the Grand Executive Committee for the International Order of the Rainbow for Girls
in South Carolina, served as Assembly Dad for West Colunbia Assembly No. 36 and
the Supreme Assembly of Rainbow in 1996 invested him with the Grand Cross of
Color.

Brother Barty served the Grand Lodge of Ancient Free Masons of South Car-
olina as Junior (,mnd Deacon in 1985; Masonic Services Association for the Gth,
Sth and 10th Districts in 1986; and District Deputy Grand Master of the Eighth
Masonic District in 1987 and 1988. Through the years, he has been on a variety of
Grand Lodge Committees including Fratonml Relations and served as its Chair-
man. He served as Grand Representative from 1992 until 2009 for the Grand
Lodge of Free & Accepted Masons of Utah and was bestowed an honorary mem-
bership in that Grand Lodge in 1993. He was made an honorary Past Grand Senior
Warden in 1995 in the (,mnd Lodge of Saskatchewan, Ancient, Free and Accepted
Masons. He also was appointed in 2008 as Gr and Representative for the Grand
L()(l(re- of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Ancient Free & A((epted Masons.
In 2009 the Grand Lodge of Kentucky, Free and Accepted Masons made him an
Honorary Kentucky Masonic Ambassador. In addition, in 2009 he was given an
Honorary Member slu]) in the Grand Lodge Free and Accepted \L\s()ns of Ten-
nessee and made an Honorary Past Grand Master. At the 2009 Conference of
Grand Masters of Masons in North America he was elected to the Planning Com-
mittee for the 2010 Conference that was held in Arlington, Virginia in conjunction
with the 100th Anniversary of the George W dshm(fton Mas()m( Memorial.

He was elected Junior Grand War den in 1993 and 1994; Senior Grand Warden in
1995 and 1996: and in 1997 was elected to the station of Deputy Grand Master. In
1998, at the Annual Grand Lodge Banquet, the Grand Master awarded Brother Barry
with the Albert Gallatin Mackey Medal Award. On the following day. he dedlined re-
nomination as Deputy Grand Master and stepped down from the ele(‘ted Grand
Lodge line. Five years later in 2003, the Craft chose to re-elect him as Junior Grand
W dl(]t‘ll and has continued to advance him through the Grand Lodge line stations.

The Most Worshiptul Grand Lodge of Ancient Free Masons r)f South Carolina
held its 272nd Annual Communication at Omar Shrine Center in Mt. Pleasant, South

Carolina. At this event, on Friday, April 24, 2009, Most W orshipful Brother Barry A.
Rickman was elected and installed Grand Master of Masons in South Carolina. On
April 23,2010, at the 273rd Annual Communication held at Jamil Shrine Center in
Columbia, South Carolina, he was again elected and installed as Gr: and Master.
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