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HEREAS brother William |
Hutchinfon has compiled a

- book, intitled, « The Spirit of Ma-

fonry,” and has requefted our fanc-
tion for the publication thereof ;
we having perufed the faid book,
and finding it will be of ufe to
this fociety, do recommend the ,
fame.
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ROWLAND HOLT, D.G.M.

THOMAS NOEL, S.G. W.
JOHN HATCH, J.G. W. -
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TO THE ANTIENT AND HONOUR-
. ABLE SOCIETY of FREE AND AC-
CEPTED MASONS.

BRETHREN,

HE following LECTURES were

compofed for the ufe of the LODGE
over which I prdfided for feveral fuccef-
five years. Since’that time I have added
explanatory notes,’ to fupport my prope=
fitions, or exemplify the principles of the
work -

With the utmoft humility and diffi-
dence I give thefe LECTURES to the
Public: they may indeed ferve to deteét
the wretched artifices ufed by wicked
men to impofe upon the world; and#f 1
fucceed fo far with YOU, as to excite
the due exer:ife of thofe moral works
which our PROFESSION enjoins, I
thall have my reward. ,

From the nature of our SOCIETY,

. and its LAWS, it is difficult to write on
P +thefubje& of MASONRY.—We are not
- - az . allowed
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~ allowed that explicit language any other
topic would admit of.— My diction will
‘appear technical and abftrufe, to all but
MASONS: and with the CRITIC, I am
expofed to every degree of feverity ; with-

out his candour will admit the MORAL -

INTENTION of the WORK, in exte-
- nuation of thofe imperfections our myfti-
cal expreflion throws upon the following

pages.

As SUPREME of this SOCIETY, the
Right Honourable the LORD PETRE,
in the firft place, and after him Mr HOLT
and the OFFICERS OF THE GRAND
LODGE OF ENGLAND, command 1y
moft humble acknowledgments and gra-
‘titude, for the candour and condefcen-
tion with which this little work was re-
- ceived under their precedency. -

2
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. My LorDp PETRE,

EDICATIONS, my Lord, were

originally devifed by authors,

as fupplications, for protection of
their labours, under the illuftrious
character to which they were ad-
drefled.

It is for this purpofe, MY LORD,
I prefume to prefix your NAME
whilft I confefs myfelf

Your LoRDsHIP’S
MosT DEVOTED,
HuMBLE SERVANT, and

FairTHFUL BROTHER,

W. HUTCHINSON.
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The DESICGN.

tures, to inveftigate the ORDERS
OF FREE MASONRY; and under
diftinét heads, to arrange my obfervations
on the nature of this Society.

IT is my defign in the following Lecs

© On my mxtmtxon, I was ftruck with
the ceremonials ; and immediately appre-
hended, there was more conveyed by
them, than appeared to the vulgar eye:
as I attended ta the matter, I was con-
- vinced fy firft impreffions were juaft;
and by my refearches, to difcover their
implications, I prefume, I have acquired
fome degrec of knowledge, touching the
: A . Origin
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Origin of Mafonry, the reafons of its
feveral inflitutions, ' the meaning of its
wvarious fymbols, and their import ; toge-
~ ther with the progrefs of the profeflion.

It i known to the world, but more
~ particularly to my Brcthren, ‘that there
are three degrees of MASONS—AP-
PRENTICES, CRAFTSMEN, and MAS-
TERS—the initiation to, and {feveral
advancements from, the order of AP-
PRENTICES, will neceflarily lead my
obfervations to three diftin& channels.

- How the feveral myfteries are revealed
to MASONS, they alone know—fo ftead-
faftly have the FRATERNITY pre-
“ferved their Faith, for many ages, that
this remains 'a fecret to the world, in
defiance of the corruptions and vices. of
Mankind-

" In order to comprehend our PRO-
FESSION, we muft look back into the
remoteft antiquity, and from thence col-
let the feveral parts, which have. been
united in the forming of our Order—in
the firft placc, we muft give our atten-
- tioh

.
& -

/

s
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The DESIG N. 3

tion to the Creation of Man, and the
ftate of our firft Parent in the Garden
of Eden.*

"It is not to be doubted, 'when Adam
came from out the hand of his Creator,
the Image of God, from whom he im-
mediately proceeded, that he was per-
fect in Symetry and Beauty; that he
was made in the higheft degree of excel«
lence human nature was capable of on
earth—calculated for Regjons of Felicity
and Paradife, where fin or forrow had
not known exiftence—made in fuch per-
fection of body and mind, that he could
endure the prefence of God; and was
capable of converfing with the Almighty -

A2 ' face

* Genefis—ch. i. ver. 26,

¢¢ And God faid let us make man in our xmage,
s¢ after our likenefs,”

¢ Ver. 27.—¢¢ So God created man in hxs own
¢ image, in the image of God created he him,"

Ver. 31.—“ And God faw every thing thit he
* had made, and behold it was very good.” -
. Ch. 2. ver. 7.—¢ And the Lord God formed
#¢ the man of the duft of the ground, and.breathed

ﬁccama a living foul,”

~ ,~

LT 1.’ T oAty
s 4

Fdnto his nofirils the breath of life; and man’ .
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face to face¥—fo much. was he fuperior
to the chofen omes of IffacL—He was
endowed with underftanding fuitable to
his ftation, as one whom the Almighty
deigned to vifit ; dnd his heart was pof-
fefled of all the VIRTUES unpolluted :
eidowments of an heavenly tcmper—
his hours were full of wifdom, exulta-
tion, and tranfport—the Book of Nature
was revealed to his comprehenfion, and
all her myfteries were opem to his un-
derftanding —he knew whence and what
he was.—Even this was but a minute
degree of his capacity; for aftonithing
as it may dppear to us, yet it is an
uncontrovertable truth, that he -had a
competent knowledge of the mighty,
the tremendous CREATOR OF THE
UNIVERSE;—he faw him with his
natural eyes, he heard his voice, he un-
derftood his laws, and was prefent to his
Majetty. .

3

To this fountain of human perfection
and” wifdom, we muft neceffarily look
back

-

" % Cenefis, ch. ii, ver. 16e—17=19,+=Ch, iiix:
ver, g—i0—I1[—J2—17, . e
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back, for all' the fcience and learning
which blefled the earlieft ages of the -
world — calculated for fuch exalted feli-
.city and. elevated enjoyments, placed in
regions of peace, where Angels miniftred
and the Divinity walked abroad, was the
parent of mankind.

But alas he fell! —his difobedience
forfeited all that glory and felicity—and
horrible to recount, even in the midft of
this exalted ftate, SATAN prevailed !

If we prefume to eftimate the change
which befel ADAM, on his expulfion
from Paradife, by the deformity that took
place on the face of the world, we fhould
be apt to believe the exile, though not

_diftorted in body, was yet darkened in

underftanding—inftead of confidence and
fteady faith, that difiruft and jealoufy
would take place, and difbelief confound
even teftimony ; that argument would
be- deprived of definition, and wander
-by excentric propofitions ; that confufion

- would ufurp the throne of wifdom, and

,lely of judgment; thorns and thiftles
;gtow up in the place of thofe excellent
Az flowers
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flowers of f{cience which flourithed in
Eden, and darknefs cloud the day of }us

' ”capacuy

It is not poffible for me to determine,
from any evidence given to us, in-what
degree difobedience and fin immediately
contralted the underftanding of ADAM;

- but we are certain that great and'dread-
ful effects very early took place on Adam’s
~ pofterity.—We may conclude, memory
was retained by our firft parent in all its
energy—a terrible portion of the punifh«
ment his difobedience had incurred ; re~
ftoring to him perfet images, and never-
* dying eflimates, of what he had loft, and
thereby increafing -the bitternefs of what
he had purchafed. Through the endow-
ments of memory, ADAM would necef-
farily teach to his family the {ciences
which he had comprehended in Eden,
and -the knowledge he "had gained of
NATURE and her GOD.—-1It will fol-
Jow, that fome of them would retain
thofe leffons of wifdom, and faithfully
tran{mit them to pofterity.—No doubt
the family of Cain (who bore the feal

LT ' of
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of the curfe on his forchead) was given
up to ignorance.* -
Tradition Would dekver down the doc- *
trines of our ﬁrﬁga,rents‘mth the utmoft
truth and certainty, *whillt the Antidelu-
vians enjoyed that Iong‘wty of which
the books of Mofes give evidence—but
when men came to multiply exceedingly
upon ‘the face of the earth, and were
difperfed to the diftant regions of the
globe,  then the ineftimable leffons of
KNOWLEDGE and TRUTH, taughj
by the firft men, fell info confufion an
corruption, and were retained pure and in
perfefhon but by few —— thofe few, to
our greb.t confolation, have handed them
own to after ages—they alfo retained
fhe UNIVERSAL LANGUAGE, uncor:
rupted with the confufion of the plams
of Shinar, and preferved it to _poﬁent_y :

_Thus we muft .nece{Tarily look back to
OUR FIRST PARENT, as the original
Profeffor of the WORSHIP OF THE

- TRUE GOD, to whom the Religion and

A 4 myﬁerxes‘ :

~ * Genefis, cha. iv. ver. 16.—% And Cain weat
#¢ out from the prefence of the Lord,”
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myﬁerxes of NATURE were firft reveal-
ed, and from whom all the WISDOM of
- the world was in the begmmng,denvcd

In thofe times, when the prefent Rules
and maxims of our profeflion of FREE
MASONRY had their beginning, the
minds of men were poflefled of Allego-
ries, Emblems, and myftic devices, in
which, peculiar {ciences, manners, inftis
tutions, and doétrines in many nations
were wrapt up—this was an invention of
the earlieft ages—the priefts in Egypt fe.
creted the myﬁenes of their religion from
the vulgar, by fymbols and hieroglyphics
comprehenfible alone to thofe of their
.own order. The pricfls of Rome and
Greece pradtifed other fubtleties by which
the art of divination was enveiled, and
~ their oracles .were intelligible only to
their brethren, who expounded them to
the ‘people. - S

Thefe examples were WISELY adopted
for the purpofes of concealing the myfte-
ries of MASONRY—like the Cybil’s _
Jeaves, the fecrets of the _brotherhood
WOuld appear $o0 the \vorld as indiftin&

and
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and fcattered fragments, whilft they con«
vey to MASONS an uniform *p«vwell-
connedled fyftem.. S RN

. In the forming of this. {ociety, which
is at once RELIGIOUS AND CIVIL,
great regard has been given to the firf
knowledge of the GOD OF NATURE,
and that acceptable fcrvn:e wheremth hc
is wdl pleafcd

_ Tlus was the firf ﬁage on which otr
originals thought it expedient to place:
the foundation of MASONRY : —they-
had experienced that from religion all
civil ties and- obligations were compacted,
and that thence proceeded all-the bonds’

“which could unite mankind i m., focial in-

tercourfe :—hence it was that they laid,
the corner ftone of the EDIFICE on the
bofom of religion.* '

In.

* e Religions all! delcending. from the fkies

¢ To wretched man, the goddefs in her left NI

*« Holds out this world, and, in her right, the nexte:
$¢ Religion! the fole voucher man is man; -
' o ) ‘ Sups
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In the earlieft ages, after the deluge,
in thofe nations made known to us, the
fervice of the true God was clouded with

imagery, and defiled by idolatry.—Men

who had. not been taught the doétrines
of truth, by thofe who retained tlie wif-
dom of the Antideluvians, but were left
to the operations of their own judg-
ments, perceived that there was fome.
great caufe of nature’s uniformity, and
wonderfal progreffions’ of her works :

- {uitable to their ignorance, they repre-

fented the Author of thofe works, by
fuch- objefts as ftruck their obfervation,
for their powerful effects on the face of
the world—from whence the SUN AND

~ MOON

. Suppor’ter fole of man above hlmfelf
<« Evai is night of frailty, change, and death,

~————s+8he gives the foul a foul that 2&saGed. —

=y Reltgmx ! Providence! an aﬁtr ﬁate

<t Here is firm footing; here is folid rock; .-
¢ This can fupport us; all is fea befides;

. s Sinks under us ; beftorms, and then devours.

+¢ His hand the good man faftens on the fkies,
4t And blds earth roll, nor feels her idle whirl.

Young's Night Thoughts. h

)
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MOON became the fymbols of the
: Dcxty *

o | MOSES

\

L The poﬂ:erlty of Ham forfook the doﬂrmes of
their predeceffor, for the Deity whofe adoration
he taught, they foon fubftituted the fymbol, and
for the ongmal worfhipped the Sun, which was
regarded in the firft ages after the deluge, as tbe
Type or Emblem of the Divinity.
~ «¢ The defcendants of Chys, called Cuthites,
¢« were thofe Emigrants who carried their rites,
. elxgaons,‘ and cuftoms into various quarters of
¢¢ the globe; —they were the firlt apoftates from
«s the Truth, yet great in worldly wifdom;—they
s¢ were joined in their expeditions by other nations,
¢ efpecially by the collateral branches of their
¢ family, the Mizraim, Caphtorim, and the fons
«¢ of Canaan;—thefe were all of the line of Ham,
¢« who was held by his polteritie in the higheft

s¢ veneration ; —they ealled him Amon, and hav- -

¢¢ in procefs of time raifed him to a Dmmty’, they -

«¢ worfhipped him as the Sun, and from thxs wore
¢ fhip they were Rtiled Amonians.”’

« The Deitie which they worfhipped was the
¢ Sun, but they foon conferred his titles upon
«¢ fome of their anceftors ; whence arofe a mixed
s¢ worfhip. They parncular}y deified the great
¢« Patriarch who was the head of their line, and
¢¢ worfhipped him as the Fountain of Light; ma-
¢ king the Suu only an emblem of his influence

- and po\ver.
Bryant’s Analyfis of ancﬁf Mythology.
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MOSES was learned in all the wifdom
of the Egyptians ; he was initiated in all
the knowledge of the WISEMEN of that
nation, by whom the learning of anti-
quity had been retained and held facred ;
wrapped up from the eye of the wicked
and vulgar, in {fymbols and hieroglyphics,
and communicated to men of their own
order only, with care, fecrecy, and cir-
cumfpeétion.—This fecrecy is not in any
wife to be wondered at, when we con-
fider the perfecution which would have
followed a faith unacceptable to the igno-
rance of the nations who were enveloped
in fuperftition -and bigotry ; and more
rticularly; as thefe fages were in pof-
feﬁxon of that valuable knowledge of the
powers of nature, of the qualities of
-matter, and properties of things, fo dan-
gerous to be communicated to wicked

and ignorant men, from whofe malevo-.

lence the moft horrid offences might be
‘derived : of which we may judge by the

-extraordinary and aftonithing = perform-

.ances even of thofe impious and un-

1:nhghtened men, who contended with -

MOSES

S

o
~
T
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MOSES, in the miracles he pcrformed
under the immediate impreflion and in-
fluence of the DClty *. ‘ .

MOSES divefted the worfhip of the
Deity of its cloak of myfteries and
imiages, and taught the Jews the know-
ledge of the Ged of the Univerfe, un-
polluted with the errors of the nations
of the earth, and uncorrupted with the
devices and ludicrous ceremonies infti-
tuted by the people of the Eaft, from
whom he derived his firft comprehenfion
and knowledge of the wamty 1

The

* Exodus, ch. viis ver. 13—12—22., Ch. viii¢
wer, 7—18, "

4+ The Author of ¢ the Diflertation on_the an<
# tient Pagan MyReries,” defending Dr Warbur.
ton’s pofitions againft Dr Leland, writes thus:
s that to the Pagan Divinity there was not enly"
s¢ an open and public worfhip, but alfo a fecret
¢ worfhip paid to them, to which none were ad-
« niitted but thofe who had been feleed by pre-
s« paratory ceremonies, called Jnitiation. Thxs
#¢ fecret worfhip was termed the Myfferies.”

¢¢ Of thefe there were two forts, the greater
i and the leffer ;: according to the Bifhop of Glou~

s cefter,
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" - The fecond ftage of FREE MASONRY

is grounded on this period —the TEM-'

PLE AT JERUSALEM owns the pro-
bation of the CRAFTSMEN.

Mo{_'es

« cefter, the leffer tanght, by certain fecret rites
s¢ and fhews, the Origin of Society, and the doc-
et trine of a future State;, they were preparatory to
¢ the greater, and might be fafely communicated
e to all the initiated, without exception.

s« The Arcana of the greater Myfleries, were the

s¢ do&rine of the Unity, and the dete@ion of the
*¢ ecrors of the vulgar Po/ytheifin ; thefe were not
¢« communicated to all the afpirants, without ex-
& ceptiorfy but only to a fmall and fele®? number,
s« who were judged capable of the fecres.”

¢« The initiated were obliged by the molt folemsn

«¢ engagements, to commence a life of ftricteft piety
s¢ and virtue; it was proper therefore to give them
« all the encouragement and affitance neceffary
~e¢ for this purpofe. Now in the Pagan world
¢ there was a powerful temptation to vice and
et debauchery, the profligate examples of their
¢« Gods. Ego homuncio hoc non facerem, was
¢ the abfolving formula, whenever any one was

s¢ refolved to give a loofe to his paffions. This:

«¢ evil the My/fferies remedied, by ftriking at the
s« root of it; therefore fuch of the initiated as
¢ were

R ]
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‘ Mofes was alfo poﬁ'eﬂ'ed of knowIedge
fuperior to that of his Egyptian teachers,
through the revelations and infpirations
of the Deity ;—he had acquired the com-
prehenfion of, and was inftructed to de-
cipher all the hieroglyphical charaéters
ufed

¢ were judged capable,. were made acquainted
¢ with the whole delufion. The Myfagogue taught
#¢ them, that Jupiter, Mercury, Bacchus, Venus,
¢¢ Mars, and the whole rabble of licentious Dei-

_4¢ties, were only dead mortals ; fubje&t, in life,
¢ to the_fame paflions and infirmities with them-
«¢ felves ; but having been on other accounts
s benefadtors to mankind, gratefuT pofteritie had
¢¢ deified them ; and. with their virtues, had in~
J¢ difcreetly canomzed their vices.

« The fabulous Gods being thus rooted, the
¢« Supreme Caufe of all things naturally took their
« place. Him they were taught to confider, as
s« the Creator of the univerfe, who pervaded all-
¢« things by his virtue, and governed all by his
s« providence. But here it muft be obferved, tha;
¢« the difcovery of this Supreme Caufe, was fo
¢« made, as to be confiltent with the notion of
s Jocal tutelary deities, beings fuperior to men,
«¢ and inferior to God, and by him fet over the
#¢ feveral parts of his creation. This was an
. opnmon univerfally holden by ';ntxquty, and

“ never
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ufed_by that people in their records:—it
was no doubt a part of the original know-
ledge, to exprefs by charaéters to the eye,
the thoughts and fentiments of the mind
—but this was obfcured and debafed in
after ages by fymbols and hieroglyphics:
yet by the immediate difpenfation of hea-
ven, Mofes attained the knowledge of
thofe eriginal charalters ; by which he
was enabled to reveal to his people, and
preferve to pofterity, the COMMAND-
MENTS OF GOD, delivered to him on
+ the

s never brought into queftion by any Theift.
"% What the Arcana of the Myfleries overthrew,
*¢ was the vulgar Polytheifm, the worthip of dead

- 3¢ men. C e

« It was natural for thefe politicians, to keep
e¢ this a fecret in the Myferies; for in their opi-
¢ njon, not only the extin&tion, but even the gra-
«¢ dation of their falfe gods, would have too
«¢ much difconcerted and embroiled the eﬁabhﬂ; d
« {ylem of vulgar Poljtleifin.”

" From hence we may be led to determine, that
to Mofes the lecret of the Egyprian Mythology
was divulged by his preceptors, and the know-‘
ledge of the only Cod tevealed to him, dweﬂed
of all the fynbols and devices which engaged the
vulgar,
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the mount by mfcnbmg them on tables
of ftone.*

It is natural to conceive that the If-
raelites would be inftruéted in this a&, by
which the will of the Deity was commus-
nicated ;—they would be led to write the
do@rines of their leader, and his expo-
fitions of the law, that they fhould be
preferved to their children;—and if we
give credit to the obfervations and con-
jeGures of learned travellers, the written
mountains remain monuments of the pe-.
regrinating Hebrews to this day.

B But
— , s

* Exodus, ch. xxsi. ver. 18. —“ And he gave
*¢ unto Mofes, when he had made an end of coms
¢ muning with him upon Mount $inai, two ta=
‘¢ bles of teftimony, tables of ftone, aritten with
¢¢ the finger of God.”

Ch, xxxiv, ver. 1.—¢ And the Lord faid unto
<¢ Mofes, hew thee two tables of ftone like unto
<« the firlt, and I will write upon thefe tables the
¢¢ words that were m the firft tables, which thou
% brakeflt.”

Ver, 27.—~¢ And the Lord faid unto Mofes,
S¢ awrite thou thefe awords; for after the tenor of .

e thefe words I have made a covenant w;th thee .
$¢ and with Ifrael.”
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But to return to the progreflions of
our profeffion.—It is not to be prefumed,
that we are a fet of men, profefling ree
ligious principles contrary to the revela-
tions and doé¢trines of the SON OF GOD,
reverencing a Deity by the denomina-
tion of the GOD OF NATURE, and
denying that mediation which is graci-
oully offered to all true believers.—The
members of OUR SOCIETY at this day,
in the third ftage of mafonry, confefs
themfelves to be CHRISTIANS —¢ the
< veil of the temple is rent—the builder
¢ is fmitten-—and we are raifed from the
¢ tomb of tranfgreffion.”

. Thumbly prefume, it is not to be un«
derfiood, that the name of MASON,-in
this fociety, denotes that the origin or
rife of fuch fociety was folely from buil-
ders, architefts, or mechanics :—at the
times in which MOSES ordained the fet-
tmg up of the fanftuary,* and when
: SOLO-

* Exodus, ch, xxxi, ver, 32.—*¢ See, I have called
¢ by name, Bezaleel,. the fon of Uri, the fon of
.« ¢« Hur, of the tribe of Judah.”
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SOLOMON was about to baild the
TEMPLE at Jerufalem, they felected
from out the people, thofe men who were
enlightenéd with the true faith, and be-
ing full of wifdom and religious fervor,
were found proper to conduét thefe

- B2 works

- Ver. 3.—¢¢ And I have filled him with the {pirit
¢« of God, in wifdom, and in underltanding, and
¢ in knowledge, and in all manner of workman-
¢ fhip.” :

> Ver. 4.—*¢ To devife cunning works, to work
¢« in gold, and in filver, and in brafs.”

Ver. 5.—¢¢ And in cutting of Rones to fet them,
" ¢ and in carving of timber, to work in all manner
s¢ of workmanfhip.”

Ver 6.—¢¢ And in the hearts of all that are wife~
" e« hearted I have put wifdom, that they may make
¢ all that I have commanded thee.”

-- Ver. 7.—¢ The tabernacle of the congrcgauon,

e &

Ch. xxxvi. ver. 1.~—¢¢ Then wrought Bezaleel
¢¢ and Aholiab, und every wife-hearted man, in
¢¢ whom the Lord put wifdom and underftanding,

.¢¢ to know how to work all manner of work for
s¢ the fervice of the fan&uary, according to all
¢¢ that the Lord had commanded.”

Ver. 2.—¢¢ And Mofes called Bezaleel and Aho-
¢¢ liab, and every wife-hearted man, in whofe
«¢ heart the Lord had put wifdom, even every

¢ one whofe heart firred him up to come unto

¢¢ the Work to do it.”

The DESIG N. 19
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~works of piety.—It was on thofe occa-
fions that our predeceffors appeared to
the world as architeéts, and were formed
into a body, under falutary rules, for the
government of thofe who were employed
in thefe great works: fince which period
‘builders have adopted the name of ma-
fons, as an honourary diftin&tion and title
to their profeffion.—I am induced to be-
lieve the name of MASON has its deri-
vation from a language, in which it im~
-plies fome ftrong indication, or diftinction,
of the nature of the fociety ; and that it
‘has not its relation to architets.—The
French word MASON fignifies 2 Family
or particular race of people:—it feems as
if the name was compounded of M«Q.
Zwar, QUERO SALVUM; and the title
of MASONRY no more than a corruptioss,
of Mirwparew, SUM IN MEDIO COELF,
or Maluceod, SIGNA COELESTIA
Job xxxviii. 32.—which conjeture is
ftrengthened by our fymbols.*-
: : ‘ I am

. * The titles of mafons and mafonry moft pro-
__bably were derived from the greek language, as
the greek idiom is adopted by them, and is thewn
I T
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I am inclined to determine, that the
appellation of MASON implies a member
of a RELIGIOUS SECT, and a profefled
devotee of the Deity, «“ WHO IS SEATED
¢ IN THE CENTRE-OF HEAVEN.”

To prove thefe feveral propofitions in
MASONRY to be true, and to demon-
.ftrate to MASONS the importance of
their order, fhall' be the fubjeit of the
following lectures.

. The principles of MORALITY are
rigorouﬂy enjoined us; —CHARITY
B3 AND

in many inftances in the courfe of this work—the -

Druids, when they committed any thing to wri-
ting, ufed the greek alphabet—and I am bold to
affert, the moft perfe& remains of the Druids
rites and ceremonies are preferved in the ceremo-
nials of mafons, that aré to be found exifting
among mankind.—My brethren may be able to
trace them with greater cxa&nefs than I am at
liberty to explain to ' the public.—The original
names of mafons and mafonry ‘may probably be

derived from, or corrupted of Mvcr;fm, res arcana,* -
myleries, and Mupns, facris initiatus myfta—thofe

initiated to facred myferies.
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AND BROTHERLY LOVE are our in-
indifpenfable duty:—How they are pre-
fcribed to us, and their pradtice enforced,
will alfo be treated of in the following
pages.

My original defign in thefe lectures,
was not only to explain to my brethren
the nature of their profeffion, but alfo to
teftify te the world, that our MYSTE-
RIES are important; and to take away
the reproach which hath fallen upon this
~ fociety, by the vices, ignorance, or irre-
gularities of fome profligate men, who
_have been found among MASONS.—
Should the errors of a few, ftain and
render ignominious a whole fociety, or
bring infamy and contempt on a body of
men; there is no affociation on earth,
either civil or religious, which might not
‘be affeted, '

LEC-
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LECT U-R E IL

On the B_itcé, Ceremonies, and Inftitu-
tions ¢f #be Antients.

HERE is no doubt that our cere-

monies ‘and myferies were derived =

-from the rites, ceremonies, and inflitu-
-tions of the antients, and fome of them
-from the remoteft ages. Our morality is
‘deduced from the maxims of the, Grecmn
‘philofophers, and perfeéted by the" shrif
‘tian revelation, L

The inftitutors of this fociety had
their eyes on the progreflion of religion,
and they fymbolized it, as well in the
firft ftage, as in the advancement of ma-
fons.— The knowledge of the God of

B4 Nature



24 The RITES, &c.

Nature forms the firft  eftate of our pro-
feflion; the worﬂnp of the De:ty under
the jewith law, is defcribed in the fe-
cond ftage of mafonry; and the chriftian
difpenfation is diftinguithed, in the laft
and higheft order.

It is extremely difficult, with any de-
gree of certainty, to trace the exaét origin

of our fymbols, or from whence our ce-

remonies or myfteries were particularly
‘derived.—1 fhall point out fome antient
inftitutions from whence they may have
been deduced.

" The ASSIDEANS (a fe& among the
Jews, divided into Z=r*70 > the merci-
ful, and EO’P’7 %’ the juft) the fathers
and predeceflors of the PHARISEES and
ESSENES:—they preferred their tradi-
tions before the written word, and fet up
for a fan&ity and purity that exceeded
the law:. they at 'laft fell into the error

of the Sadduces, in denying the refur-

retion, and the faith of rewards and pu-
nifhments after this life.

The
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The ESSENES ¥ were of very remote
antiquity, and it hath been argued by
divines, that they were as antient as the

de-

* « The etymologies of the names Effzi or
¢ Effeni, i, ¢. Effenes, are divers; that which I
¢« prefer is from the Syriac K0 X Afa, figni-
¢ fying Se‘namum, to heal or cure difeafes; for
¢ though they gave themfelves chiefly to the ftudy
<¢ of the Bible, yet with all they ftudied phyfic.”

¢¢ Concerning the beginning of this fe&, from
¢« whom or when it began, it is hard to deter-
¢ mine, Some make them as antient as the Re- .
e chabites, and the Rechabites to have differed
~ « only in the addition of-fome rules and ordi-
¢¢ nances from the Kenites, mentioned Judg. i. 16.
s¢ and thus by confequence the Effenes were as
¢ antient as the Ifraclites departure out of Egypt;:
¢ for Jethro, Mofes’s father-in law, as appears
«¢ by the text, was a Kenite: but neither of thefe
«¢ feemeth probable, for the Kenites are not men-
¢¢ tioned in {cripture, as a diftin& order or fe& of
¢ people, but as a diftin@ family, kindred, or na-
¢ tion, Numb. xxiv. 2.—Secondly, the Rechabites
¢¢ did not build houfes, but dwelt in tents; nei.
s¢ ther did they deal in hufbandry; they fowed
%< no feed, nor planted vine-yards, nor had any.
¢« Jer. lv. 7.—The Efenes, on the contrary, dwelt
¢ not in tents, but in houfes, and théy employed
. themfelves efpecially in hufbandry. One of the
e Hchrcw
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departure of the ISRAELITES out of
EGYPT. They might take their rife,
from that difperfion of their nation, which

hap- .

re -
<« Hebrew do&ors faith, that the Efenes were Nao
¢ zarites: but that cannot be, becaufe the law
% enjoined the Nazarites, when the time’ of the
«« confecration was on, to prcfent themfelves at
«¢ the door of the tabernacle or temple. Numb. vi.
«¢ Now the Effenes had no accefs to the temple;
. s when, therefore, or from what author this {e&
« took its bcg’mning is nncertain, The firlt
s that 1 find mentioned by the name of an Efene
ke ]ofephus, L. xiili. c. 19.) was one Judas, who
«¢ Jived in the time of Ariftobulus, the fon of
6 ]annes Hyrcanus, before our Saviour’s birth
¢ about one hundred years: however this fect was
s« of greater antiquity, for all three, pharifees,
v« Sadduces, and Efexes, were in Jonathan’s time,
s¢ the brother of Judas Maccabeus, who was fifty
s years before Ariftobulus. Certain it is, that this
¢ fe& continued until the days of our Saviour and
«¢ after : Philo and Jofephus fpeak of them as liv-
¢ ing in their times, What might be the reafon
<¢ then, that there 'is no mention of them in the
¢ New Teftament? I anfwer, firlt, the number
< of them feemeth not to have been great in Philo
«¢ and Jofephus's time, about four thoufand, which
«¢ being difperfed in many cities, made the fac&ion
«¢ weak : and happily in Jerufalem, when our Sa-
«¢ viour hved they were cither few or none. Se-

¢« condly,
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happened after their being carried captive
into Babylon. Thé principal character
of this fett was, that they chofe retire~

: ment,

-
«-condly, if we obferve hiftories, we fhall find
«s them peaceable and quiet, not oppofing any,
¢« and therefore not fo liable to reproof as the

A Pharifces and Sadduces, who oppofed each
$¢other, and both joined againft Chrift. Thirdly,

¢t why might they not as well be pafled over.in
¢¢ filence in the New Teltament {efpecially con-
¢¢ taining themfelves quietly without contradi@tion
¢¢ of others) as the Rechabites in the Old. Tefta-

¢ ment, of whom there is mention only once, and

¢¢ that obliquely, although their qrder continued.
¢¢ about three hundred years before this teflimony
#¢ was given of them by the prophet Jeremy; for
¢ between John (with whom Jonadab was coeta-

¢ nean) and Zedekia, chronologers obferve the
‘¢¢ diftance"of many years. Lalflly, though the

< name of Efenes be not found in fcripture, yet

-¢¢ we thall find in St Paul's Epiftlés maniy things:

«¢ reproved, which were taught in thé fchool of
s¢ the Effenes : of this nature was that .advice

:¢s given to Timothy, 1 Tim. v. 13. Drink no
.¢¢ longer water, but ufe a little wine—Agaia,
¢¢ 1 Tim. iv. 3. Forbidding to marry, and com-
‘¢« manding to abflain from meat, is a doérine of

¢« devils—but efpecially Colofl. 2d, in many paf=
¢¢ fages the apeftle fvemeth dire@ly to point at
¢ them: Let no man condemn you in meat and

: Ty ¢¢ drink,

-
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ment, were fober, were induftrious; had
all things in common ; paid the higheft
regard to the moral precepts of the law,
but neglected the ceremonial, any further

than.

—

¢ drink, v. 16.—Let no man bear rule over you,
¢¢ by humblenefs of mind, and worfhipping of
«¢ angels, v. 18.—74 do/uxliled¢, why are ye fubs
¢ ject to ordinances, v, 20.~The apoftle ufeth
¢« the word dofuala, which was applied by the
¢ Effenes to denote their erdinances, aphorifms,
e or conflitutions —In the verfe following he gives
¢« an inftance of fome particulars, Touch not,
«¢ tafte not, handle not, ver. 21.—Now the junior
¢ company of Effenes might not touch their fe-
_¢¢ niors : and in their diet, their talte was limited
et to bread, falt, water, and hyflop: and thef®
¢ ordinances they undertook, dia mosdor copiag,
e faith Philo, for the love of awifdom : but the
«¢ apoftle concludeth, ver. 23, that thefe things
«¢ had only Asyor sopiac a fhew of wifdom. ~-And
" ¢¢ whereas Philo termeth the religion of the E/flenes
¢¢ by the name of odtpame/a, which word fignifieth
¢« religious worfhip, the apoftle termeth in the
o fame verfe, ¢denolpnonciar, voluntary religion,
¢« or will worfhip : yea, where he termeth their
" 4 do@rine wa']px' ar pidocopiar, a kind of philofophy
s¢ received from-their forefathers by tradition, St
- ¢¢ Paul biddeth them beware of philofophy, ver.8.”
- Godwyn’s Mofes and Aaron.
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‘than what regarded bodily cleanlinefs,
the obfervation of the fabbath, and ma-
king an annual prefent to THE TEMPLE
AT JERUSALEM. They never affo+
ciated with women, nor admitted them
"into their retreats.. By the moft SACRED
OATHS, though they were in. gereral
averfe to fwearing, or to requiring: an
oath, they bound all whom they INIs
TIATED among them, to the obfervance
of piety, juftice, fidelity, and modefty;
~ to conceal the fecrets of the fraternity,
preferve the books of their inflructors;
and with great care commemorate the
names of the angels. They held, that
GOD was furrounded by fpiritual beings;
who were MEDIATORS with him, and
and therefore to be reverenced. Second; .
that the foul is defiled by the body, and -
that all bodily pleafures hurt’ the foul
which they believed to be immortal,
though they denied the refurretion of
the body, as it would return the foul
to fin. - Third, that there was a great
MYSTERY in numbers, particularly m
the number SEVEN ; thiey therefore at-
tributed a natural holinefs to the feventh
or SABBATH DAY, whxch they. ob-
ferved
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ferved more firitly than the other Jews,
They fpent their time moftly in conteme
plation, and abftained from every gratifi+
cation of the fenfes. The ESSENES in-
troduced their maxims into the CHRIS-
TIAN CHURCH; and it is alledged by
the learned, that St PAUL, in his epiftles
to the Ephefians and Coloffians, particu-
larly cenfures the tenets of this fect.

¢ Of thefe ESSENES there were two
¢ forts ; fome were THEORICKS, giv+
¢¢ ing themfelves wholly to fpeculation ;
¢ others PRACTICKS, laborious and
¢ painful in the daily exercife of thofe
¢ arts or manufatories jn which they
« were moft fkilful. Of the latter, Philo
< treateth in his book, intituled, Quod
¢ omnis vir probus: of the former, in
¢ the book following, intituled, De vita
¢ contemplatlva ”—Godwyn s Moies and
Aaron. g

' The ESSENES were dcmed accefs to
the TEMPLE. -

) The PRACTICKS and THEORICKS
both agreed in their aphorifms or ordi-’
nances;
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nances ; but in certain circumftances they
differed.

" 1. The PRACTICKS dwelt in the -
cities; the THEORICKS thunned the

cities, and dwelt in gardens and fohtary
vﬂiages

2. Thc PRACTICKS fpent the day in
manuel crafts, keeping of fheep, looking
to bees, tilling of ground, &c. they were
artificers. The THEORICKS fpent the
day in meditation and prayer; whence
they were, from a kind of exccllency,
. by Phxlo, termed fupplicants,

g. ‘The PRACTICKS had every day
their dinner and fupper allowed them
the THEORICKS only their fupper.

The PRACTICKS had for their com-"
mons, every -one his difh of water-gruel
-and bread ; the THEORICKS only bread
and falt: if any were of a more delicate
palate than other, to him it was permitted

to eat hyflop; their drink for both wag
common water. ‘

Some
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Some are of opinion that thefe THEO-
RICKS were CHRISTIAN MONKS; but
the contrary appeareth for thefe reafons.

1. In the whole book of Philo, con-
cerning the Theoricks, there-is no men-
tion either of Chrift or Chriftians, of the
Evangelifts or Apoftles.

2. The THEORICKS, in that book of
Philo’s, are not any new feét of late be-
ginning, as the chriftians at that time
were, as is clearly evinced by Philo’s
own words, in calling the doctrine of the
FESSENES #dzpiar pinosopiar, a philofophy
-derived unto them by tradition from their
. forefathers, .

In Grecian antiquity, we find a feftival
celebrated in honour of CAEARES,* at.
Eleufis,

% < Tt was the moft celebrated and myRerious

. ¢ folemnity of any in Greece ; whence it is often
. #¢ called, by way of eminence, the Myfferies; and
s fo fuperftitionfly careful were they to conceal
¢ the facred rites, that if any perfon divulged any

. «¢ of them, he was thought to have called down
. ¢¢ fome
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FEleufis, a town of Attica, where the
Athenians, with great pommp and many
‘ceremonies, attended the myftic rites.—
Hiftorians tell us, that thefe rites were a
MYSTICAL reprefentation of. what the
mythologifts taught of that goddefs; and
were of fo facred a nature, that no lefs
than death was the penalty of difcovery.

C ‘There

¢* fome divine judgment upon his head, and it was
¢ accounted unfafe to abide in the fame houfe
¢¢ with him; wherefore he was apprehended as a
¢¢ public offender, and fuffered death. Such alfo-
¢« was the fecrecy of thefe rites, that if any per-
¢ fon, who was not lawfully initiated, did but
¢¢ out of ignorance or miftake, chance to be pre-
¢ fent at the myferious rites, he was put to death.
¢ The negie& of initiation was looked upon as a
«¢ crime of a very heinous nature ; infomuch that
¢ it was one part of the accufation for which
¢ Socrates was condemned to death. Perfons
¢« convitted of witchcraft, or any other heinous
¢¢ crime, or had committed murder, though in-
¢¢ voluntary, were debarred from thefe myfteries,
¢¢ In later times certain inftitutions were made,
¢¢ called the leffer myferies, and were ufed as
_¢¢ preparative to the greater; for no perfons were
«¢ initiated in the greater, unlefs they had purified
- - at
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There was another great feftival cele-
brated by the Greeks at PLATZEA, in
honour of JUPITER ELEUTHERIUS;

the

¢ at the lefler. The perfons who were to be ad=
¢« mitted to the greater myfteries, made their fa-"
s¢ crifice a year after purification, the fecret rites
¢« of which (fome few excepted to which only
¢¢ priefts were confeious) were frankly revealed to
¢ them.—The mammer of #sitiation was thus: the
¢¢ candidates being erowned with myrtle, had ad-
s mittance by night into a place called Musisr
s« gnxoc, i e. the myflical temple, which was an
¢ edifice fo valt and capacious, that the molt am~
¢ ple theatre did fcarce exceed it. At their en.
" ¢ trance they purified themfelves by wathing their
¢< hands in holy water, and at the fame time were
¢¢ admonifhed to prefent themfelves with minds
¢« pure and undefiled, withog}t which the external
¢¢ cleannefs of the body would by no means be
¢« accepted. - After this the bely myfleries were
¢« read, to them out of a book- called Merpoua,
¢ which word is derived from 7:7pa a ftone ; be-
¢: caufe the book was nothing elfe but two ftones
¢ fitly cemented together, Then the prieft that
¢ initiated them, called Yepoparrrc, propofed cer-
¢ tain queltions, to which they returned anfwers
¢ in a fet firm, as may be feen in Meurfius’s Trea.
¢ tife-oh this feftival. This done, firange and

| * amazing



of the ANCIENTS. 135

the aflembly was compofed of delegates
from almoft all the cities of GREECE ;
and the rites which were inflituted in
honour of JUPITER, as the guardian of

C2 » ‘LI-

¢¢ amazing obje@s prefented themfelves ; fometimes
¢ the place they were in feemed to fhake round
¢¢ them, fometimes appeared bright and refplen-
¢¢ dent with light and radiant fire; and then again
¢ covered with black darknefs and horror—fome-
¢¢ times thunder and lightning, fometimes frightful
¢¢ noifes and bellowmgs, fometimes terrible appa-
¢ ritions altonithed the trembling fpe@ators. The
¢ garments in which they were initiated were ac-
¢« counted facred, and of no lefs efficacy to avert
«¢'evils than charms and incantations,

«¢ The chief perfon that aitended at the initia-
#¢ tion, was called Ispoparzng, i.e. a revealer of
<¢ foly things. The hierophantes had three aflif-
s« tants, the firt of which was called from his
*- « office Aafasxo;, i. e. torch-bearer ; the feconq
*¢ was called Knpu§, or the cryer ; the third mini-
¢ fired at the altar, and was for that reafon
¢ named O'dxi Bupd-

s« Hierophamtes is faid to have been a 5pe ¢ of the'
¢¢ great Creator of all things,

“ Atadodxoc of the Sun,

Kt Kﬁfug of Mercury,
‘¢ And O'Jri 72 Bouw of the Moon.”
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LIBERTY, were performed with tlte ut:
moft magnificence and folemn pomp.

In BALSARA, and along the banks
of JORDAN, a fe&t of chriftians are
known, who call themfelves CHRIS-
TIANS OF St. JOHN; but as they pro-
fefs no knowledge of the -union of the
third perfon in the TRINITY, I am in-
duced to believe no part of our profeflion
was derived from them. Their ceremo-
nies and myfteries are founded on tradi-
tions, and they permit no canonical book
to be received amongft them..

In the inftitution of the orders of
KNIGHTHOOD, the eyes of the foun-
ders were fixed on various religious ce-
remonices, being the general mode of
antient times— Knights of the Bath had
{ll:eu hair cut and beards fhaven, were

ut up in the chapel alone all the night
preceding their initiation, there to fpend
the folemn hours in fafting,” meditation;
and prayer: they offered their fword at
the altar, as devotees to thé will of hea:
ven, and affumed a motto expreflive of

their
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their vow, ¢ Tres in Uno;” meaning the
unity of the three theological virtues.-—
‘Various orders .of Knights wear 2 crofs
on their cloaks: the order of , in’
Livonia, inftituted in 1205, wore this:
erfign, -and were .denominated brethers.
of the fword.+The order of the Holy:
Ghoft wear a golden crofs. .

- An aflfient writing which is preferved
amongﬁ mafons with great refpe, re-
quires_jny attention in this place, as it
difcovers to us what the antient mafons
fegarded as the foundation of our pro- .
feﬂion [See the Jﬁ‘ppendzx]

T{us writing is faid to have c,diﬁc; from
the hand of King Henry the Sixth, who
began his reign in ‘1422: it is in the

form -of an inquifition for the dlfcovery' a

of ‘the né.ture of mafonry )
e

. -From this- antient record we are told,

“ that the myftery of mafonry is a
© knowledgc of pature and its opera-

€ tions,” - [ dppendix ]
= ' C3 ¢ That
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¢« That this fcience arofe in the Eaft.”*
~Fro e Eaft, it is well known, learn-
ing firf® extended itfelf into the weftern
world, and advanced into Europe.—The
.Eaft was an expreffion ufed by the ah-
tients to imply Chrift:—in this fenfe we
find Arazoan ufed in the prophets.

¢ That the Pheenicians firft introduced
< this fcience.”t [Appendix],

¢ That

* Ezekiel, ch. xliii. ver. 2. ’

« And behold the glory of the God of- Ifrael
¢ came from the way of the Eaft 1-and his veice
¢ was like the noife of many waters, and thekarth
¢ fhined with his glary.”

Ch. xxiv. ver. 2,.—<¢ The Eaft gate fhall be fhut,
4 it fhall not be opened, and no man fhall enter
* in by it, becaufe rhe glory of the God of Ifrael
+@hath entered in by it, therefore it fhall be fhut.”

Ver 3.—¢ It is for the Prince. The Prince
« he fhall fit in it to eat bread before the Lord.”

+ It is the opinion of many great antiquaries, 4
that the Druids were eftablifhed in Britain before
they gained any foating in Gaul:—to quote the

* authorities for this, woild render’ my work too - -

prolix. .
In
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« That Pythagoras journey’d into
“ Egypt and Syria, and bronght with
“him thefe myflerics into Greece”

[A)pmdm}

It is known to all the learned that
Pythagoras travelled into Egypt, and
was 1mt1atcd there into feveral different

- Cs orders,

In order to fhew how early the maxims and
principles of the eaftern nations might be commu-
micated to this land, I muft mention fome obfer-
vations of learned men,

Arthur Agard, Deputy Chamberlain of the
“Exchequer, 1570, (vide Bibl. Cotton. Fauftina,
E. W) fpeaking of the admeafurement of lands in
this country, fays, ‘¢ Our nation having their
¥ origin from the Trojans, brouglit from thence
¢ the fame order-as was obferved in that country,
¢ our lands were meafured by hides, the etymo-
*¢ logy whereof is derived from Dide’s a& men-
‘¢ tioned in Virgil, the word hyda not being to
¢ be found in any other language but ours.”

It is the opinion of the learned Dr Stukely,
¢¢ that there is no doubt our firlt Britifh anceftors
4 were of the progeny of Abraham, in the Arabian
4¢ line, by Hagar and by Keturah, the Ifhmaelites -
¢ and Medianites who came hither with the Tyrian

s« Her-
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orders of priefts, who in thofe days kept
all their learning fecret from the vulgar.
—He made every geometrical theorem 2
fecret, and admitted only fuch to the
knowledge of them, as had firft under-
gone a ﬁve-years filence.—He is fuppofed
to be the inventor of the 44th propoﬁuon
of Euclid,* for which, in the joy of his
heart, it is faid he facrificed an hecatomb.
+—He knew the true fyftem of the world,

revived by Capernicus, D
The

¢¢ Hercules to feek for tin.”’—After naming man
evidences and authorities to fupport this affertion,
he adds, ¢ and thefe matters mutually prove one
«¢ another, both that they came hither by fea from
¢« the coaft of Pheenicia, and that they brwght
<< the arts mentioned with them from the Eaft,”

Admitting that there is merely a probabilit.j"in .

thefe opinions, it will follow, ‘that from thence
the Druids would at once derive their. theological
principles and their religious rites—the facred
groves, the unhewn altars, the ftone pillars, the
confécrated circles, emblematical of eternity, were
adopted from the manners of the Hebrews and the

eaftern nations. o

* The 47th propoﬁtxon of Euclid, which is at-
tributed to Pythagoras, is contained in the firlt

book, and is as follows.
THEO&EM.

& e _ .
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The record [appéndix] alfo fays, thaié
PYTHAGORAS framed a great Lodge

at Crotona, in Greecia Magpa, and made -

. many

THEOREM

"« In any right-angled triangle, the fquare
¢ which is defcribed upon the fide fubtending the
s right angle, is equal to the fquares defcribed
€ npon the fides which contain the right angle.”

The Dzmonsrnarlou.
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. In geometrxcal folutions, and dcmqnﬂratwn; of
quantmcs, this propoﬂuon is of "excellent ufe,
and the example is held by us as a mcmonal of
Pyr;hagoras.
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" many MASONS; fome of whom jour-

ney’d to France, and there made MA..

SONS; from- whence, in procefs of
time, the art pafled into England.—From
whence it is to be underftood, that the
pupils of this philofopher, who had been
initiated by him in the Crotonian {chool
in the fciences and the Rudy of nature,
which he had acquired in his travels,
difperfed themfelves, and taught the dog-
trines of their prcccptor.

The fame record [appendix] fays, that
MASONS teach mankind the arts of
agriculture, archltc&ure, aﬁronomy, geo-.

sctry, numbers, mufic, poefy, chymiftry,
governtent, and feligion,

~ 1 will next obferve how far this part of

of the record correfpondends with what
PYTHAGORAS taught,

The

~ * From hence it would feem that our Druids
" received their origin in Gaul; but antiquaries of
late years have been of opxmon that they origi-
nated in Britain,
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The Pythagoric tetracties, were a point,
a line, a furface, and a folid.—His philo-
fophical fyftem is that, in which the SUN
is fuppofed to reft in the center of our
fyftem of planets, and in which the earth.
is carried round him annually, being the
fame with the Copernican,

It feems as if this fyﬁem Was, pro-
fefed by MASONS, in contradx&mfhon
to thofe who held the Mofaic fyftem.

Among the Jews were a fet of men
who were called MASORITES: in
Godwyn’s Mofes-and-Aaron this account
is given of them, ¢ that their name was
¢ derived from [ £¥ L. mafar, fignify-
¢ ing tradere, to deliver, and mafor, a
< tradition, delivered from hand to hand
“to pofterity without writing, as the
¢« Pythagorians and Druids were wont
« to do.””

PYTHAGORAS lived at Samos, in

the reign of Tarquin, the lift king of

the Romans, in the year of Rome two
hundred and twenty, or according to
, Livy,
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Livy, in the reign of Servius Tullius, in
the year of the world three thoufind
four hundred and feventy-two.—From
his extraordinary defire of knowledge,
he travelled, in order to-enrich his mind
with the learning-of the feveral countries
through which. he. pafled—He was the.
firft that took .the name of philofopher,
that is, a lover of wifdom; which im-
plied, that he did not afcribe the pof-
feflion of WISDOM to himfelf, but only
the defire of poifeﬂing it *—His maxims

. of

-—

* In Godwyn's Mofes and Aaron, treatmg of
the Effenes, ‘we have the followmg -comparifons
between their principles and the maxims of Pytia.
goras—=* Their dogmata, their ordinances or cony
s¢ flitutions did fymbolize in many thmgs with
*¢ Pythagoras's: therefore my purpofe is firft to
“¢ name Pyt/mgorm s, and then to proceed vmh :
s¢ the Effenes. They follow thus.

¢ The Pythagorians profeffed a commumqn of
¢¢ goods ; fo did the Effenes ; they had one com-
¢ mop purfe ar fteck—none richer, none poprer
¢ than other. Out of this common treafury,
¢ every one fupplied his own wants without leave,
¢ and- adminiftred to the neceﬂity of others: only

o ‘he}' might aot relieve any of their kindred

. - « \vxthout
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of morality were admirable, for he was
for having the ftudy of philofophy folely
tend to elevate man to a'refemblance of

the

¢ without leave from the overfeers. They did
‘¢ not buy or fell among themfelves, but each fup-
¢¢ plied the other’s want, by a kind commutative’
« bartering : yea, liberty was granted to take one
¢« from another what they wanted, without ex-:
¢« change. They performed offices of fervice mu-
¢¢ tually one to another; for maﬂerﬂ'up and fer-
¢¢ vice cannot ftand with communion of goods,
< When they travelled, befides weapons for de-
«s fence, they took nothing with them; for in
¢« whatfoever city or village they came, they res
¢ paired to the fraternity of the Efenes, and were
« there entertained as members of the fame. And
¢« if we do attentively read Jofephus,- we may ob~
¢ ferve, that the Efznes of every city joined them-
¢t felves into one common fraternity or. colleges
¢« Every college had two forts of officers, treas
¢« furers who looked to the common ftock, pro. -
¢¢ vided their diet, appomted each his tafk and
¢¢ other public neceﬁ'anes, others who entertalned
¢t their ftrangers.”
2. «¢ The Pythagsrians thunned pleafures' fo
. ¢ did the Efenes. To this belonged their avoid-
¢« ing of oil, which if any touched unawarcs, tbgy
- vnped it oﬂ'Prefqmlv,"'

. B 3. ¢ The



46  The RITES, &

the Deity.—He believed that God is ‘a

foul diffufed through all nature, and that

from him human fouls are derived : that
they

3. *“ The Pythagorians garments werc white;
¢ fo were the Effener white alfo —mudeft, not
s¢ coftly: when once they put on a fuit, they
« never changed it till it-was worn out or torn,”

4. ** The Pythagorians forbade oaths ; fo did
¢ the Effenes. They thought him a noted liar
¢« who could not be believed without an oath.”:

5. * The Pythagorians had their elders in fin-
_ ¢ gular refpect; fo had the Effencs: the body or
¢« whole company of the Efenes were diftinguithed
« in four ranks or orders, according to their fe-
* niority 3 and happily if any of the fuperior
s ranks had touched any ot the inferior, he
«¢ thought himfelf polluted, as if he had touched
¢ an heathen.”

6.« The Pythagorians drank water ; fo did the
¢¢ Effenes water only —wholly abRtaining from
¢ wine.”

7. ¢« The Pythagsrians ufed inanimate facri-
¢« fices; fo did the Effenes : they fent gifts to the -
¢ temple, and did not facrifice, but preferred the,
«s ufe of their holy water thereto; for which rea-
¢ fon the other Jews forbade them all accefs unto,
o the temple.” .

. 8. ¢ The Pytbagorians afcribed all things to
t fate or deftiny; fo did the Efemer. In ikis
¢ aphorifm
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they are immortal, and that men need
only take pains, to purge themfelves of
their vices, in order to be united to the

Deity.

s¢ aphorifm all three jewith feds differed each
*¢ from other—the Pharifees afcribed fome things
¢ to fate, and other things to man’s free will—
s the Effenes afcribed all to fate—the Sadduces
“ wholly denied fate, and afcribed all things to
* man’s free will.”

9. % The Pythagorians the ficlt five years were
¢ not permitted to {peak in the fchool, but were
¢¢ initiated per quinque male filentium, and not -
* until ‘then fuffered to ceme into the prefence
¢¢ of, or fight of Pythagoras. To this may be -
*¢ yeferred the Efenes filence at table, ftraightly
¢ obferved, fo that decem fimul fedentibus,
¢ nemo loquiter invitis novem—Drufius renders
e it, that ten of them fitting together, none ot
¢¢ them fpake without leave obtained of the nine,
o« When any did fpeak, it was not their cuflom
*¢ to interrupt him with words, but by nods of
o the head or beckenings, or holding their fin-
s¢ ger, or fhaking their heads, and other fuch-
¢ like dumb figns and geftures ; to fignify their
e« doubtings, difliking, or- approving the matter
¢+ in hand. And to the time of filence among the
¢ Pythagorians, that it muft be five years, may be
o referred the initiation of the Efenes; for amongft
s them none were prefently admitted into their

e focigtya
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Deity.—He made unity the - prificiple of
all things, and believed that between

‘God and man there are various orders
: of

e fociety, without full trial and four years pro-
«¢ bation.—The firft year they received dolobellusm,
.¢¢ a fpade; Perezeina, a pair of breeches ufed in
«¢ bathing; and v¢ffem albam, a white garment
-¢¢ which the fe& affected. At this time they had
¢¢ their commons allowed them, but witheut, not
- in the common dining hall. The fecond year
«¢ they admitted them to the participation of 4oly
«¢ spatters, and inftruéted them in the ufe of them.
«'Two years after they admitted them in full
« manner, making them of their corporation,
<¢ after they had received a# oath truly to obferve
¢« all the rules and orders of the Effenes. If any
¢t brake his oath, one hundred of them. being af-
¢« fembled together, expelled him; upen which
«« expulfion commonly followed death within a
«¢ fhort time: for none having once entered this
¢« order, might receive alms or any meat from
¢¢ other; and themfelves would feed fuch a one
-¢¢ only with diftalteful herbs, which walted his
¢t body, and brought it very low. Sometimes -
¢¢ they would re-admit fuch a one, being brought
- ¢¢ near unto death ; but commonly they fuffered
¢¢ him to die in that manner.’
10. ¢ The Efenes worthipped towards the Su»
-« rifing,”
. . . 12, ¢ The
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of fpiritual beings, who are the minifters -
of the fupreme will.—He condemned all
images of the Deity, and would have
him worfhipped with as few ceremonies
as poflible —His difciples brought all their
goods into a common ftock—contemned"
the pleafures of fenfe—abftained from
fwearing—eat nothing that had life—
and believed in the doétrine of a me-
tempfychofis or tranfmigration of fouls.

Some eminent writers deny that Py-
thagoras taught that fouls paffed into
brute

11. ¢ The Efenes bound themfelves in their
¢ oath, to preferve the name of angels:” the
¢¢ phrafe implying a kind of worfhipping of them.

12, ¢ They were above all others ftri& in the
¢ obfervation of the fzbbath day :e—on it they
¢¢ would drefs no meat, kmdle no fire, remove no
¢ veffels out of their place, no nor eafe nature;
¢¢ yea, they obferved every feventh week a folemn
¢¢ pentecoft ; feven pentecofls every year.

From the great fimilitude in the principles of
the Pythagorians and Effenes, it {feems as if they
were derived from one origin, varying in fome
few particulars {uitable to the conltitutions of the
people: and moft probably they firlt fprang from
Egyptian tenets and maxims.
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bruté amimals. Reiichlin, im particular,
denies this dodtrine, and maintains that
the metempfychofis of Pythageras im-
plied nothing more than a fimilitude of
manners and defires, formerly exifting
in fome perfon deceafed, and now re-
viving ih another alive,

PYTHAGORAS is faid to have bor-
rowed the notion of metempfychofis from

the Egyptians ; others fay from the an~

tient Brachmans.

LEC-
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L-E'C TURE IIL

On the Rites, Ceremonies, and Inftitu-
_tions_df the Antients.

\HE difciples of PYTHAGORAS
weére divided into two claffes ; the
firft were SIMPLE HEARERS, and the
LAST fuch as were allowed to propofe
their dqﬂ' cultxes, and learn the reafons
of all that' was taught.—The figurative
manner in which he gave his inftru&ions,
was borrowed from the Hebrews; Egyp
tians, and otlier érientals.,

¥ we -examine how MORALITY or'.

moral philofophy is defined, we fhall

find that it is a conformity to thofe un-

alterable obligations, which refult from
D2 the
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the nature of our exiftence and the ne-
ceffary relations of life ; whether to God
as our creator, or to man as our fellow-
creature;—or it is the do&rine of virtue,
in order to attain the greateft happinefs.

PYTHAGORAS tfhewed ‘the way to
- SOCRATES, though his examples were
wvery imperfeét, as he deduced his rules
of morality from obfervations of nature;
a degree of knowledge which he had ac-
quired in his communion with the priefts
of Egypt—The chief aim of Pythagoras’s
moral do@rine, was to purge the mind
from the impurities of the body, #nd
from the clouds of the imagination.—His

morahty feems to have had moré ‘purity

and piety in it than the other fyftems,
but lefs exa@nefs; his maxims _being only
a bare exphcatlon of divine worthip, of
natural honefty, of modefty, integrity,
public-fpiritednefs, and - other common
offices of life.

~ SOCRATES inﬁprb@red"'thé leflons

of PYTHAGORAS, and reduced his
maxims into fixed principles.

PLATO
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PLATO refined the do&rine of both
thefe philofophers; and carried each virtue
to its utmoft height and accomplithment ;
mixing his ideas of the univerfal prin- -
ciple of phllofophy through the whole
defign.

The antient mafonic record [appendix]
~allo fays, that mafons know the way of
gaining an underftanding of ABRAC.—
On this word, all commentators (which
I have yet read) on the fubje& of MA-
SONRY, have confefled themfclvcs at a

lofs.

"ABRAC, or ABRACAR, was 2 name
avhich BASILIDES, a religious of the
- fecond century, gave to GOD, who he
faid was the author of three hundred and
fixty-five,

~ The author of this fuperftition, is faid
to have lived in the time of Adrian, and
that it had its name after ABRASAN or
ABRAXAS, the denomination which Ba- °
filides gave to the Deity.—He called him
the SUPREME GOD, and afcribed to
. D3 him
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him feven fubordinate powers or angels,
who prefided over the heavens:—and
alfo according to the number of the days
in the year, he held that three hundred
and fixty-five virtues, powers, or intel-
ligences, exifted as the emanations of
God: the value, or numerical dxﬁmc-
tions, of the letters in the word, accord-
- ing to the antient Greek numerals, made

365—A B P AXAZ,
131001 60 I 200

Amongft antiquaries, ABRAXAS is an
antique gem or ftone, with the word
abraxas engraven on it.—There are a
great many kinds of them, of various
figures and fizes, moftly as old as the
~'third century.—Perfons profefling the re-
ligious principles of Bafilides, wore this
gem with great veneration, as an amulet;
from whofe virtues, and the proteétion
of the Deity, "to whom it was confe-
crated, and with whofe name it was in-
{cribed, the wearer derived health pro~
fperity, and fafety, '

The annexed plate is from a drawing
taken in the Britifh Mufeum, of a gem
dew

- )
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depofited there; is near twice the fize of
the original, which is engraved on a beril
ftone, of the form of an egg. The head
is in camio, the reverfe in taglio, ‘The
head is fuppofed to reprefent the image
of the Creator, under the denemination
of Jupiter Ammon : ¥—the fun and moon

* Fupiter Ammon, a name given to the fupreme
Deity, and who was worfhipped under the fymbol
of the Sun. He was painted with sorns, becaufe
with the afironomers the fign Aries in the zodiac
js the beginning of the year : when the fun enters
into the houfe of Aries, he commences his annual
courfe, Heat, in the Hebrew tongue Hammah,
jn the prophet.Ifaigh Flammamin, is given as a

name of fuch images. The error of depicting him
" with horns, grew from the doubtful fignification
.of the Hebrew word, which at once exprefles hear,
fplendour, of brightnefs, and alfo borns.

«« The fun was a]fo worfhipped by the houfe of
«¢ Fudah, under the name of Zamuz, for Tamuz,

¢ faith Hierom, was Adonis, and Adonis is gene-

«¢ rally interpreted the fu#, from the Hebrew word

«_Adon, fignifying dominus, the fame as Baa/ or

¢ Moloch formerly did the lord or prince of the

. ¢ plancty. The month which we call June, was
“ by the Hebrews called Tamuz; and the en-

¢¢ trance of the fun into the fign Cancer, was in

<t the Jews aftronomy termed Tekupha Tamuz, the

- €6 revo-
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-on the reverfe, the OSIRIS AND ISIS of
the Egyptians ; and were ufed hierpgra-
phicaily to reprefent the omnipotence,
omniprefence, and eternity of God —

The

<« revolution of Tamaz, —About the time of our
¢« Saviour the Jews held it unlawful to pronounce
«¢ that effential name of God Fehovab, and inftead
s¢ thereof read Adonmai, to prevent the heathen
-¢¢ blafpheming that holy name, by the adoption
« of the name of Fove, &c. to the idols.—Ton-
¢« cerning Adonis, whom fome antient authors
«« call Ofirss, there are twp things remarkable;’
« apansuos, the death or lofs of Adonis, and
«¢ stpnouc, the finding of him again : as there was
‘¢ great lamentation at his lofs, fo was there great
‘¢ joy at his finding. By the death or lofs of
¢ Adonis, we are to underftand the departure of
¢¢ the fun; by his fiading again, the return of
¢« that luminary. Now he feemeth to depart
¢ twice in the year; firlt when he is in the tropic
"¢« of Cancer, in the farthelt degree northward,
¢« and fecondly when he is in the tropic of Capri-

‘¢ corn, in the furtheflt degree fouthward. Hence

¢ we may note, that the Egyptians celebrated

¢¢ their Adonia in the month of November, when

¢¢ the fun began to be fartheft fouthward, and the

< houfe of Judah theirs in the month of Juae,

¢¢ when the fun was fartheft northward ; yet both

s« were for the fame reafons, Some authors fuy,

<t thag
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The fiar * feems to be wfed as a point
phly, but is an emblem of PRUDENCE,
the third emanation of the Baﬁlidian 'di-
' ving

¢¢ that this lamentation .was performed over an
s¢ image in the night feafon ; and when they had
¢¢ fufficiently lamented, a candle was brought intg .,
¢¢ the room, which ceremony might myffically de-
¢ note the return of the fun, then the prieff with
¢¢ a foft voice muttered this form of words, 7ruf
“s¢yein Gad, for ont of pains falvation is come unto
TR Godwyn’s Mofes and ‘Aaron.
* ¢¢ Our next inquiry is, what idol was meant
f¢ by Cbiun and Remphau, otherwife in antient co-
¢¢ pies called Repham. By Chiun we are to un=
s« derftand Hercules, who in the Egyptian lan-
¢¢ guage was called C4on. - By Repham we are to
¢¢ underftand the fame Hercules; for Rephaim in
¢« holy tongue fignifieth gyawt. By Hercules we
¢¢ may underfland the planet of the Jun. There
« are etymologilts that derive Hercules’s name
¢« from the Hebrew Hiercol, illuminavit omnia :
s¢ the Greek etymology gpa; xatog, aeris gloria,
¢ holds correfpondency with the Hebrew, and
¢¢ both fignify that univerfal light which floweth
¢¢ from the fun, as water from a fountain. Por-
¢ phyry interpreteth Horcules's tawelve labours, fo
¢ often mentioned by the poets, to be nothing
¢« elfe but the rwelve figns of the zodiac, through
*¢ which the fun paffes yearly. But fome may
‘¢ queftion whether the name of Hercules wag
4t ever known to the Jews? It is ‘probable it
’ . ; ¢ was,
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vine perfon.—The {corpion,* in hiero-
glyphics, reprefented malice and wicked
fubtlety, and the ferpent { an heretic ;—

the

¢ was, for Hercules was God of the Tyrians, from
«¢ whom the Jews learned much idolatry, as be- .
¢¢ ing their near neighbours. It is apparent, that
¢ in the time of the Maccabees the name was com-’
« monly known unto them; for 7afon the high
¢¢ prieft fent three hundred drachmes of filver to
we-the facrifice of Hercules, 2 Mac. iv. xg—-’I‘he
«« flar of Rempbau is thought to be the ffar which |
¢« was painted in the forehead of Molech ; neither
¢« was it unufual for the heathen to p'\int their
s 1dols with fuch {ymboelica additamenta,’
Godwyn's Mofes and Aaron,

The Egyptian Apis was to bear fuch mark.

* T own myfelf doubtful of the implication of
thefe hieroglyphics: I am inclined to believe the
~ whole of them implied the tenets of the Egyptian

philofophy ;—that the [mrp’t’m reprefents Egypt,
being her ruling fign in the zodiac;—and that
the ferpent reprefents a rehglous tenet. ‘The
Jearned Mr. Bryant proves to us, that it was
adopted amongft the antients as the moft facred
and falutary fymbol, and rendered a chief obje&
of adoration; in fo much that the worthip of the
Sferpent prevailed fo, that many plices as well as
- people received their names from thence.
F—c The corruptions flowing from the Egyp-
< tian phlq/ pb], when adapted to chriffianity, -
* were
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the 1mp11catxon whereof feems to be, that
herefy, the fubtleties and vices of infi-
dels, and the devotees of fatan, were
fubdued by the knowledge of the true
God ;—the defcription I own myfelf at a
lofs how to decipher; the charatters are
imperfe&, or ill copied.}

» ' ‘ : The

¢ were thefe : They held that the God of the Jews
¢ was the D;mmrgu: that to overthrow and fub-

‘¢ vert the power and dommlon of this Demmrgu!,
s« Fefus, one of the celeffial Eons, was fent by
s« the fupreme. Bemg to enter into the body of the
¢“ man Chrif}, in the fhape of a dsve : that Chriff
“ by his miracles and fufferings, fubverted the
«¢ kingdom of the Demiurgus ; but when he came
¢« to fuffer, the &on Fefus carried along with him
¢« the foul of Chrif?, and left ‘behind upon the
s¢ crofs, only his body and animal fpirit : that -
¢« the ferpent who deceived Eve, ought to be ho-

¢« noured, ‘for endeavouring to refcue man from

¢¢ their flavery to the Demiurgus.” 4

-Key to the New Teftament,

+ I have obtained two confltructions of the in-
"{fcription on the Abrax. The one is, « The carth
¢¢ fhall praife thee, 1305,” purporting the date of
the fculpture.—This date can have no relation to
the chriftian zra; Balilides exifted in the earlieft
age of chrlﬂld'mty, and the enfignz with which the
‘§em is engraven, have relation, moft -evidently,

to



6o The RITES, &c.

" The MOON, with divines, is an
hieroglyphic of the CHRISTIAN
CHURCH, who compared I. C. to the
SUN, and the CHURCH to the MOON,
:as'receiving all its beauty and {plendour
from him. ' o

In church hiftory, ABRAX is noted
as a myftical term, exprefling the fu-
preme God ; under whom the Bafilidians
fuppofed three hundred and fixty-five
dependant Deities: —it was the principle
of the gnoftic hierarchy ; whence {prang
their multitudes of thazons.—From A-
BRAXAS proceeded their PRIMOG -

' NIAL

to the Egyptian philofophy ; which renders it
probable this antiqué owes its creation to very
remote ages. The other conftru&tion, without
noticing the numerals, is ¢ Terra declarat lau-
.¢¢ dem magnificientiamque tuam.” Both thefe
.gentlemen fay the charadters are very rude and .
imperfect. .

As to the numerals, computing the date from
the deluge, it will relate to that remarkable zra
of David’s conqueft of Jerufalem, and fettling the -
empire and royal feat there. The defcendants of
Ham would probably take their date from the de-
parture of Noah’s fons from the ark,
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NIAL MIND;—from the primogznia
mind, the LOGOS or. word ;—from the
logos, the PHRONESIS er prudence;—-
from phronzfis, SOPHIA and DYNA-.
MIS, or wifdom- and. firength ;—from
thefe two proceeded PRINCIPALITIES,
POWERS, AND ANGFLS; and from
thefe other angels, of the number of
three hundred and fixty-five, who were
fuppofed to have the government of fo
many celeftial orbs committed to their
care‘—-Thc GNOSTICS * were a fect of
‘ chrﬂhans

* « Of ‘the gentiles who were converted to

< chriftianity, the moft dangerous--and pernioi-
¢ ous kind, were thofe who were infeed with
“s the Egyptian philofoply ; a fyftem, as it was then
‘#¢ taught, entirely chimerical and abfurd. The
«¢ chriftians of this fort aflumed -to themfelves the
<¢ name of Gnoffics ; & word of Greek extracticn, -
¢¢ implying in .it a knowledge of things much fn. -
¢ perior to that of other men. This word doth
<+ not occur in the New Teftament; -but.the Ng.”
" 4% colaitans made mention of in the apocalypfe of
¢ St. John, feem to have been of the gnofiic fe&,;
¢« and moft of the errors maintained by Cerinthus,

. «¢ and oppofed in the gofpel of St John, may be
¢« derived from the fame fource. When we fay
s tbe gcntn!e converts were chiefly liable, tg the

«¢ gnoflic

$
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chriftians having particular tenets of faitli 2
~—they aflumed their name to exprefs
that new knowledge and extraordinary
light to which they made pretenfions
the word gnoftic implying an enlightenéd
perfon. .

The .

«¢ gnoftic infection, we muft not be underftood
‘ to exclude thofe of the jewifh race, many of
¢ whom were tainted with it, but they feem to
¢ have derived it from the Efenes. The main-
¢ tainers of the Egyptian philofophy held, that
¢« the Supreme Being, the infinitely perfe& and
¢ happy, was not the creator of the univerfe, not
«¢ the alone independent Being: for, according to
¢¢ them, matter too was eternal. . The Supieme
_ ¢ Being, who-refides in the immenfity of fpace,

¢« which they call Preroma or tullnefs, produced
¢« from himfelf, f{ay they, other immortal and
« fpiritual natures, fliled by them Zvus, who
« filled the refidence of the Deity with beings
¢ fimilar to themfelves. Of thefe beings fome
«¢ were placed in the higher regions, others in
¢ the lower. Thofe in the lower regions, were
_ ¢ nigheft to the place of matter, which originally
..« was an inert and formlefs mafs, till one of themr,
¢ without any commiffion from the Deity, and
¢ merely to fhew his own-dexterity, reduced -it
«¢ into form and order, and enlivened foine parts
#t of it with animal fpirit. The being who at-
o «¢ chieved!
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The gnoftic hierarchy here pointed
out, reprefents to us the degrees of ethe-
rial perfons or emanations of the Deity.
—This leads me to confider the hierarchy

_of the chriftian charch in its greateft an~
tiquity, which in the moft remote times,
as a fociety, confifted of feveral orders of
men, (viz.) RULERS, BELIEVERS, and
CATECHUMENS : the rulers were bi-
thops, priefts, and deacons ; the believers

were

¢¢ chieved all this they called the Demmrgu:, the
¢ operator, artificer, or workman; but fuch was
*¢ the perverfenefs of matter, that when brought
¢ into form, it was the fource of all evil, The
«¢ Supreme Being, therefore, never intended to -
¢ have given it a form, but as that had been now
s.dome, he,-in order to prevent mifchief as.much
¢¢ as poffible, added to the animal {pirit of many
«s of the enlivened -parts rational praers. ‘The
«¢ parts to whom rational powers were thus given,
¢« were the original parents of the buman race; the
¢ other animated parts were the brute creation,
¢¢ Unluckily, howevcr, the interpofition of the .
«¢ Supreme Being was in vain; for the Demiurgus
«¢ grew fo afpiring, that he feduced men from
*¢ their-allegiance to the Supreme Being, and di.
«¢ verted all their devotion to himfelf.”
- Key to the New TeRlament.
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were perfect chriftians, and the catechu-
mens imperfect.

~ Catechumens were candidates for baps
*tifin—They were admitted to the ftate
of catechumen by the impofition of hands,
and the fign of the crofs.—Their intro-
duction to baptifim was thus ﬁngular :
Some days before their admxﬁidn, they
went veiled ; and it was cuftomary to
touch thcir ears, {aying, BE OPENED ;
and alfo to anoint their eyes with clay:
both ceremonies being-in imitation of our
Saviour’s pradtice, and intended to fha-
dow out to the candidates their igno-
rance and blindnefs before their initiation,
They continued in the ftate of catechu-
men, until they proved their proficiency
in the catechiftic exercifes, when: they
~vere ‘advanced to the fecond fate, as
behevers. -

" As the DRUIDS * were a fet of rc-

.hgxous pecuha;r to GAUL AND BRI- |
" TAIN ' |

-* Tacitus faith, ¢ among the Britains, there is
' to be fccn in -their ceremonies -and fuperftitious
¢« per-

,\..‘,‘
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TAIN, it may not be improper to caft
our eyes on the ceremonies they ufed:
their antiquity and peculiar ftation, ren-
gler xt probable fome of their rites and

E nfh—

s¢ perfuafions, an apparent conforinity with the -
#¢ Gauls.” Both nations had their Druide, as
both Cefar and Tacitus evidencé; of whom Cefar-
¢¢ thus recordeth: s« The Druide ate prefent at
#¢ all divine fervice; they are the overfeers of
¢« public and private facrifices, and the interpreters
#¢ of religious rites and ceremonies. They are the.
¢ preceptors of youth, who pay them the higheft
¢¢ honour and efteema. They determine all cons
$¢ troverfies, both public and ‘private. Ia the
¢ cafes of heinous offences, murder, or mans
s¢ flaughter, they judge of the matter, and give .
s¢ rewards, or dectes’ penalties, and punifhments.
¢¢ They determine difputes touching inheritance
#¢ and boundaries of lands. If either private per-
¢¢ fon or body politic obey not their decree, they .
¢ debar-them from religious ceremonies, as ex-
4¢ communicate; which is eéfteemed by this people .
¢ as a grievous punithment. Whoever are under
¢ this interdi&® are eftéemed wicked and impious
¢ perfons, and are avoided by all men, as fearing
¢ contagion from them: they have no benefit of
¢ the law, and are incapacitated from ho]dmg
¢ any public office. Of the Druids there is a
o chxef who hath the greateRt authority amongft
¢¢ them
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“inftitutions might be retained, in forming
the ceremonies of our focxety‘;—-ln fo mo-
dern an xra as one thoufand one hundred
and forty, they were reduced to a re-

gulal

¢ them: at his death the moft excellent perfon
¢« amongft them is ele@ted as his fucceflor ; but
¢« upon any conteft the voice of the Druide is re-
¢ quired;—fometimes the conteRt is determined
¢ by arms.—They at a certain feafon of the year
<t hold -a folemn feflion within a confecrated place
¢ in the Marches of the Carmites (near Charkes,
¢¢ in France): hither refort, as unto the term,
« from all parts, all perfons having controverfies
¢ or fuits at law ; and the decree and judgment
s there delivered is religioufly obeyed. Their
.*s Jearning.and profeflion is thought to have been
¢ firk devifed in Britain, and fo from thence
«¢ tranflated into France: and in thefe days they
_ ¢ that defire more competent learning therein,
«¢ go thither. for inftrudion. The Druids are
s¢ free from tributes and fervice in war; and like
¢ thefe immunities, are they alfo exempt from all
¢ ftate impofitions. Many, excited hy fuch re-
¢ wards, refort to them to be inftruéted. It is
¢« reported, they learn by heart many verfes,
« They continue under this difcipline for certain
s¢ years, it being unlawful to commit any of their
. ¢ do@&rines to quiling Other matters which they
¢¢ truft to.writing, is'written in the Greek alphabet,

s This
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gular body of religious, in France, and
built a college in the city of Orleans.—

They were heretofore .one of the two
E:2 eftates

¢¢ This order they have eftabliflied, I prefume, for
¢ two reafons ; becanfe they would not have their
¢« dodrines divulged, nor their pupils, by trufting
¢ to their books, negle.‘t the exercife of the me-
“ mory. This one point they are principally
¢¢ anxious to inculcate to their fcholars, that
<« man’s foul is immortal, and after death that it
s¢ paffeth from one man to another. They préfume
¢¢ by this doé@rine men will contemn the fear of
¢« death, and be ftedfalt in the exercife of virtue.
¢ Moreover, concerning the ‘ftars and their mo.
¢¢ tions, the ‘greatnefs of heaven and earth, the
*¢ nature of things, the power and might of the
¢ Eternal Dmmty, they. gnve many precepts to
¢¢ their pupils.” -

From Pliny we learn, ¢ The Druide (for fo
s¢ they call their diviners, wifemen, and priefts)
s¢ eft¢em nothing in ‘the world .more facred than
¢¢ mifleto,. and the tree which produces it, if it
s¢ be an_oak. The priefts . choafe greves of ogk
#¢ for their divine fervice: they folemnize no facri-
& fice, nor celebrate any facred ceremonies with
¢« the branches and leaves of os#; from whence
s§ they may feem. to' claim the name of Dryide in
« Greck. Whatfosver they find growing to that
tree,

-
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eftates of Prance; toe whom weré com-
mitted the care of providing facrifices, of -
prefcribing laws for warthip, and deciding -
N . con-

« tree, befides its own proper produce, they ef-
* teem it as a gift fent from heaven, and a furé
¢ fign that the Deity whom they ferve hath cho-
¢¢ fen that peculiar tree. No wonder that mifleta
« is fo revered, for it is fcarce and difficult to bé
« found ; but when they do difeover it, they ga-
¢ ther it very devoutly, and with many ceremo-
« nies. To that end they obferve that the moon
+¢ be juft fix days old, for en that day their montlis
«¢ and new years eammence, and alfo their feveral
« ages, which have their revolutions every thirty
_«¢ years. They call the mifleto al/-beal, for they
¢ have an opinion that it is an univerfal remedy
¢ againft all difeafes. When they are about to
¢¢ gather it, after they have duly prepared thei¢
« facrifices and feftivals under the tree, they bring
+¢ thither two young bullocks, milk-white, whofe
_« horas are then, and not before, bound up: this
¢¢ done, the prielt arrayed in a furplice or white
« yefture, climbeth the tree, and with.2 golden
¢ bill cutteth off the mifleto, which thofe beneath
« receive in a white cloth : they then flay the
¢ beafts for facrifice, pronouncing many orifons
«¢ and prayers; ¢ that it would pleafe God to blef
s¢ thefe his gifts, to their good. on whom ke bad be
¢ Rowed them.” L
P
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controverfies copcerning rights and. pro-

In the greateft antiquity in antient
Gaul and Britain, they were eleCted out
of the beft famiilies, and were held both
from the honours of their birth and office
in the greateft vemeration. ‘Their fludy
was aftrology, geometry, natural hiftory,
politics, and geography: they had the ad-
mipjftration of all facred things, were the
interpreters- of . religion, and the judges

“of all matters mdtﬁercntly*.—l-They had 2
<hief or ‘arch-druid i’ every country.—

They had the tutorage of youth, and
taught them many verfes,. which -they
caufed them to learn by heart, without
the afliftance of writing ; .in. which man:
ner they infiruted them in the myfteries
of their refigion, ‘the fciences,. and poli-
tics.— At the conclufion of each year
they held general feftival and aflembly,
in which they paid their adoration, and
offered gifts to the GO OF NATURE,
bringing with them mifleto and branches
of oaks; in myfic verfes fupplicating for
approachmg fprmg, and the renewing

o year.
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year.—— At their facrifices,* aud in’ their

religious offices, they wore white  ap-
parel ; and the vittims were my white
- bulls,

)
v .

e

NSNS SR

.. #.1 carfhdt qoit’ the ﬁbje& of the! Drmds ‘wors
‘Thip,: ‘without:‘taking potice of the-charge made
a.gamﬁ them by Solinus and Dio Caffius, < that
i they offered human vtc?um or men’s fiefb in their
¢« facrifices. O £ we éxamine ‘this charge . with:
candour, we will not impute ' to them fo great afl
offence againft ithe' Ged of Nature and’Humanity
as abpears at firlr fight: they:were judges of all
matters civil and. rellglyus ; they were the execus
tors of the law : as being the mipifters of -God, to
them was committed the adminiftration of juftice.
T fhail adtnit that they ufed human- facrifices, biit
thofe facrificed were criminals; were offenders
againft fociety, obnoxious to thc world for :their
fins, and adjudged to be deferving of death-for
their heinous wncl\ednefs The great attribute of
God, to which they paid the molft rehglous defes
tence, was jultite:—to the God of Juftice they
offered up’ timﬁ éffenders who had finned againft
his Jaws::—punifhments by death were of very
e1rly' date, and fuck punithments have never been
efteemed 3 ftigma on the ftates in which they were
ufed —Such cxecutmm by the Druids, were - an
once defigned as pum‘ﬂlxmcnts and examples’: “the
ntmoft folemnity, 37d the moft hallowed rites;
preceded and prepared this tremendous exhibition,
- to
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bulls.—They opened a feflions once a
year, in a certain confecrated place,
in which all caufes were tried and de-
termined.— They warfhipped one fu-
preme God, immenfe and infinite; but
would not ‘confine their worfhip to

temples built with human hands; pro-

fefling the univerfe was the temple of
the Deity ; efteeming any other incon-
ﬁftent -with hlS attnbutes.——Thelr\whole

law

—

to imprefs on the minds of the fpeators the
deepeft religious reverence; and the utmoft horror
of the fufferings, and deteftation of the crimes
for which they fuffered; were endeavoured to be

~ inftilled into the hearts of thofe who werg prefent

at this execution, by the doGrine of the Druids. _
The criminals were fhut up in an effigy of wicker -
work of a gxgantxc fize, in whofe chambers o;
tribulation they fuffered an ignominious death, bx '
burning.—This effigy reprefented the Tyrian Her-
cules, whofe name of Remphan, in the Hebrew
tongue, implies a giant.—With him came the
Pheenicians to this land, from whom the Amo-
nian rites and Hebrew cuftoms were taught to the
Pruids.—Under his name, worfhip was alfo p:ud )
to the God of Nature, fymbolized by the fur.—
In honour and commemoration of him, the crimi-
nals were committed to his effigy, as being deli-
vered up to the God of Jultice.

4 . -
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~ law and religion were taught in verfe.—
Some Druids fpent twenty years in learn-

ing to repeat thofe facred and {cientific .

diftichs, which it was forbidden to com-
mit to writing; by which means they
were withbeld from the vulgar. Such
was the averfion and enmity entertained
by the Romans againft the Druids, that
(as Suetonius fays) their rites were pro:

hibited by Auguftes, and totally abo«

lithed by Claudius Czfar.

" Many probable conjectures have beeri
made, that the Pheenicians ¥ vifited this
' ' o land

o

# « When we fpeak of the Phenicians, we muft -

« diftinguifh the times with accuracy. Thefé
« people poflefled originally a large extent of

« countries, comprifed under the name of the

¢« larid of Canaan. They loft the greateft part of

« it, by the conquelts of the Ifraglites undet -

« Fofbua. The lands which fell in divifion to the
e tribe of Afher, extended to Sydon; that city
« notwithftanding was not fubdued. If the con-
¢« ‘quelts 6f Jothua took from the Plenicians a
«¢ great part of their dominion, they were well
4 paid by the confequences of that event. In ef-
' fe&t, the greatelt part of the antient inhabitantg

of

“
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iind in very early ages.It has been at- -
tempted to be proved, from the fimilarity -
of the habit worn, and ftaff carried, by
‘the weftern Britons.—This ftaff was ufed
by the Druids, and his the name of
Diogenes’ ftaff. In a defcription given
by Mr Selden, of fome flatues of Druids
. which were dug up at Wichtelberg, -in
Gcrmany, it is particularly mentioned.~
The,

N

L . o s

et of Paleftine, feeing themfelves threatened with
& entire deftrucion; had recourie to flight to fave
s« themfelves. Sidon oftered them an Afylum.
¢t By this irruption of the Hebrew people, the
¢t Sidonians were .enabled to {end colonies whére
¥t ever they thought proper, Sidon lent therp
¥¢ fhips, and made good ufe of thefe new inhabi-
s tants, to extend their trade and form fettle.
“ ments, From hence that great number of co-
“e¢ Jonies, which went then from Phenicia, to
s¢ {pread themfelves in all the country of Africa
¢¢ and Europe.”’—We may date this event about
the year of the world two thoufand five hundred
and fifty-three, and one thoufand four hundrcd
and fifty-one years before Chrift.

« Spain was not the only country beyond the :
« pillars of Hercules which the Phenicians pcne-
* trated. .Being familiarized with the navigation
. % of the ocean, they extcnded themfelves to the
¥ { B “cht.

[
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The Pheenicians moft probably intro.
duced to thofe teachers, the aws and
cuftoms known amengft the antient He-
-brews, and fpecified in the Levitical in-
ftitutions.—The altars or temples of the
Druids, and alfo their obelitks, or monu-
ments of memorable- events, of which
many remains are to be feen at this day,
bear the greateft fimilarity to thofe men-
tiorred in the Old Teftament : Gen. xxviii,
$6.5¢-And -Jacob awaked out of his fléep,
R , “and

o -

« Jeft of the Straits of Cadiz as far as the right,

¢ —Siabo aflures, that thefe people had gong

- € over a part of the weltern coaft of dfrica a littlg
* time after the war of Troy.

'« We might perhaps determine their paﬂ'xge
e mto England, by a reflection which the reading,
'C‘ "of the writers of antiquity furnifhes us with:
o they are perfuaded that all the #/» that was
# confumed in the known world came from the
i jfles of Caffitorides ; and there is no doubt that
¢ thefe ifles were .the .Ssorlingues, 2nd a part of
& Cornwall, lVVe fee by the books of Mofes, that
*¢ in his time tin was known in Palefline. Homer
@ teaches us alfo, that they made ufe of this
“'metal in the bercic ages. It fhould follow then,
‘r‘ that the.Phenicians had traded in E:zglcvld in

o very remote antiquity.”
" De Goguet, on the Origin of Arts and Sc:cnceﬂ



of thee ANTIENTS. 45

358 12id, ‘Surcly the Lord is’in this
% placé, and 1 knew'it not.”—Ver. 17.
¢ And he was afraid, and faid, How

« dreadful is this “place }- this -is'none

< other but the houfe of God, and this is
‘ the gite of heaven. »_Ver. 18. % And
é6-Ficob-'rofe "up | early in ‘the mornmg,
“ and took the ftone that he had put for
¢ his pillow, and fet it up for a pillar,
¢ and poured oil upon the top of it.”—

Ver. 22. “ And this ftonie, which I have
¢ fet-up for a pillar, fhall be God’s houfe.”
~—F%odus xx. 25. ¢ And if thon wilt
¢« make me an altar of ftone, thou fhalt
¢ not build it of hewn ftone; for if thou
«lift up thy fool upon 1t, thou ‘haft pol-
“ luted it.”—Exodus xxiv. 4. * And Mo-
% fes' wrote 41l the words of the Lord,
« arid“rofe up early in the morning, and
& buildéd an altar under the hill, and
<« twelve pﬂlars according to the twelve _
« tribes of Ifrael.”~—Ver. 5. ¢“ And he
tfent young men of the children of If~ °
g racl,, which offered burnt-offerings, and
i facrificed peace-offerings of oxen unte
¢'the Lord.”—Dettcronomy xxvii. 2.
% And it fhall be on the day when ye

w ¢ fhall
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<« fhall- pafs - over Jordan unto -the Land
¢« which the Lord thy God giveth theey
« that thou fhalt fet thee up great flones.”
~ ==Vgr. 4. * Therefore it fhall be when ye
~ « be gone over Jordan, that ye fhall fet.up
< thefe ﬁones, whieh I command you this
" ¢ day in Mount Ebal,”q--Ver 5. % And
¢ there thou fhalt build an, altar -unto
« the Lord thy God, an altar of ftones:
¢ thou fha]t not lift up amy iron tool-upon
¢ them.”—Ver. 6. ¢ Thou fhalt build the
¢ altar - of the Lord thy God of whola
“ {tones, and thou fhalt offér burnt-offer-
- « ings thereon unto the Lord thy God.”’—
It was ufual to give thofc places the nme
of the houfe of thc Lord. 1 Chro. xxii. 1. -
« This is the houfe of the Lord Ged, and
.« this is the altar of the burnt-offering
& for Ifrael.”—This is faid of the altar
erc&ted by David, where afterwards the
pbrazen altar ftood in Solomon’s temple. .

' The oak * was held facred by. the
Druids, under whofe branches they af;
fembled

-

* Diodorus Siculus termeth the Gaulifh pri‘e[h
Sapovias, which betokencth the oak.
) Bryant,
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fembled and- held their folemn. rites.—=
The oak and groves of oak were alla
held iu great veneration by the Hebrews'
and other antient mations, as appears

P T b S A o= P ‘b¥
, .

Bryant, in his Analyfis, {peaking of thofe who
held the Amonian Tites, fays, < In refpect to the
.. < names which this people, in procefs of time, -
o conferred either. upon the deities they wor-
o fhipped, o upon the cities which they founded,
¢ wé fhall find them either made up of the names
s¢'of thofe perfonages, or elfe of the titles with
¢¢ which they were in procefs of time honoured.”
He proceeds to clafs thofe, and reduce them to
radicals, as he terms them, and inter alias gives
the monofyllable Sap, Sar.—¢ Under the word
¢« Sar, fays he, we. are taught, that as oaks werg
s« ftiled Saronides, fo likewife were the antient
¢¢ Diuids, by whom the.oat was held facred, —
¢¢ This is the title which was given to the priefts of
¢ Gaul, as we are informed by Disdorus Siculus ;
¢ and as a proof how far the Amonian religion
4¢ was extended, and how little we know of drui,
s¢ dical worfhip, either in refpe@ to its efence ot

$¢ its origin.” ’

- Bryant’s Analyfis of Antient Mythology.”

Max‘;mtis ‘Tyrius fays, « the Celts (or Gauls)
¢t worthipped Jupiter, whofe fymbol or fign i
s highelt oat.” ! g the

The Saxons callgd their fages D }',”from the
. -Briids. n *
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by Deuteronofny i, 2, 3. —judges vi. 19,

—1 Kings xviii. 19.—2 Kings xxi. 37.—

2 Chron. xv. 16, 17-~Deuteron. vii. 5- and
- xvi. 2 f.~Exod. xxxiv. 13.—Judges ii./7:%

diah i, 29. ¢ They fhall be athamed of
(13 the

v s m e me—t—— an o e s . o e F—

» DeuteronOmy xif. 2, 3. € Ye [hall utterly des
. ¢ ftroy all the places wherein the nations which
é¢ ye fhall poﬂ'cfs ferved their Gods, upon the
o lugh moumams, and upon.the hills, and under,
i every green tree. And ye fhall overthrow their
«¢ altars, and, break their pillars, and burn theig
¢ groves with ﬁre. and ye fhall hew down the
«¢ graven images, of their gods, and deftroy. the
«¢ names of xhem out.of that place.”

Judges vi. ig. "« The fleth he put ina ba&et
b and he put’ tKe broth in a pot, and he broughc
« it out unto him under the oak, and prefented it.”
- 1 Kings xviii. 19. ¢ And the prophcts of the

%« groves four hundred.”

P ngs xxi. 3. For he built up again tbe hxgh
¢ places, which Hezekiak his tather had deltroyed,
<« and he reared up altars for Baal, and made a
¢ grove, as did Ahab ng of Ifrael, and wor=
¢« fhipped all the lioft of heaven, and ferved them.”

Ver, 7. ¢¢ And he fet a graven 1mage of the

grove which he had made, &e. T '

.2 Chron. xv. 16. < He removed her from b’e'mg
¢¢ queen, -becaufe the had made'an idol in a grove.’

* Ver. 17. ¢ But the high plaﬂes were not taken

£+ away cut of Hrael.” D
ene-
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;¢ the oaks which they have defired.”—

Thc French Mag1 held the Apiec or oak i m
preat veneration: ¥ —the Celte revered
. the oak as a type or emblem of Jupiter.t-,

I have been thus particular on this fub-
je&, as it encourages a conjecture, that
the Druids gained their principles and
maxims from the Pheenicians, as appearg
from thofe capital fimilarities before re-
marked: | and thence it may be con-

CClVCd

na

Deuteronomy vii. 5. ¢ Ye fhall all deftroy ‘their
¢t altars, and break down their images,-and cut
« down their groves, and burn their graven images
¢« with fire.”

Cha. xvi. ver. 21. ¢ Fhou fhalt not plant thé
¢ grove of any trees near unto the altar of the :
¢ Lord thy God.”

- fixodus xxxiv. 13. ¢ But ye fhall deftiroy their
¢s altars, break their images, and cut down theu‘
¢ groves.”

* Judges iii. 7. ¢¢ And the children of Ifrael, &.c. .
¢ ferved Baalnm, and the groves.”

* Plin, Nat. Hift. 1+ Maximus Tyrius,

1 ¢ In the plain of Tormore, in the ifle of
¢ Arran, are the remains of four circles. By the
¢ number of the circles, and by their fequeftered
- ¢¢ fituation,

Lo
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 ceived, they alfo received from therm the

days of ignorance, might form the chief

deltrinés of Mofes; and the original prin-
tiples of wifdomi and truth, as dglivered
down from the earlieft agcs..

The ¢ak hierogliphically reprefents
firength, virtue, and conftancy, and fomes
times longevity :—under thefe fymbolic
chara@ers, it might be revered by th¢
Druids :- and the mifletoe, which they
held in the utmoft veneration, has excel-
lent medicinal qualities, which in thofe

of

e fituation, this feems to have been facred ground,
¢« Thefe circles were formed for religious pur-
¢« pofes: DBoetius relates, that Mainus, fon of
¢¢ Fergus I. a reltorer and cultivator of religion,
s« after the Egyptian manner, (as he calls it) infti-
¢« tuted {everal new and folemn ceremonies; and
¢« caufed great f{tones to be placed in form of a
s circle : the largeft was fituated towards the °
¢c fouth, and ferved as an altar for the facrifices
¢t to the immortal gods. Boetius, lib. 51. pa. 15.
¢« Boetius is right in part of his account: the ab~
t¢« je& of the worfliip was the fun ; and what con-
¢« firms this, is the fituation of the altar, pointed
¢ towards that luminary in his meridian glory."
Pennant’s Voyage to the Hebrides.
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of their materia medxca, being a remedy
for epilepfies and all nervous diforders,
to which the Britons in thofe ages might
be peculiarly fubje@, from the woodinefs
of the country, the noxious refplratlon
- proceeding from large forefts, the moi-
fture of the air from extenfive unculti-
vated lands, and the maritime fituation
of this country. -
From all thefe religious inflitutions,
rites, cuftoms, and ceremonies, which
bear in many degrees a firiking fimilarity
to thofe of this fociety, we may naturally
conjecture, that the founders of our pre-
fent maxims, had in view the moft an-
tient race of chriftians, as well as the firft
profeflors of the worfhip of the God of
Nature. Our antient record, which I
have mentioned, brings us poﬁtwe evi-
dence of the Pythagorian do@rine, and
Bafilidian principles, making the founda-
tion of our religious and moral rules.—
The following lectures will elucidate thefe
afertions, and will enable us, I hope, with
no {mall degree of certainty, to prove our
- original principles. '

F  LEC-
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LECTURE IV.

The Nature . of the Lodge.

Now take upon me to prove my firft

propofition, and to thew that the firft
ftate of 2 MASON is reprefentative of the
firkt ftage of the worthip of the true God.

The LODGE, when ievealed to an
entering mafon, difcovers to him A RE-
PRESENTATION OF THE WORLD ;*

in

* <« The proportion of the meafures of the fz-
¢¢ bernacle proved it to be an imitation of the
¢« {yltem of the wor/d; for that third part thereof
¢¢ which was within the four pillars to which the
«¢ prielts were not admitted, is as at were an hea- -
«« ven peculiar to God : but the fpace of the twenty

¢ cubits
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in which, from the wonders of nature,
~ 'we are led to contemplate her great ori-
" gina), and worthip him for his mighty
works ; and we are thereby alfo moved,

F2 to

¢¢ cubits, is as it were fea and land, on which
¢¢ men live: and fo this part is peculiar to the’
¢ priefts only.
¢« When Mofes diftinguithed the tabernacle
¢ into three parts, and allowed two of them to
« the prielts, as a place acceflible and common,
¢¢ he denoted the land and the fea; for thefe are
¢¢ acceflible to all. But when he fet apart the
_«¢ third divifion for God, it was becaufe beaven is
<t inacceflible to men. And when he ordered
< tavelve loaves to be fet on the table, he denoted
¢¢ the year, as diltinguifhed into fo many months,
¢« And when he made the candleflick of feventy
#¢ parts, he fecretly intimated the decani, or fe-
«¢ venty divifions of the planets. And as to the
¢ feven lamps upon the candlefticks, they referred
«¢ to the courfe of the planets, of which that is
¢«¢ the number, And for the veils, which were
¢ compofed of four things, they declared the four
«¢ glements, For the fine linen, was proper td_
“ fignify the carth, becaufe the flax grows out of
«¢ the earth. The purple fignified the fzz, becaufe
«¢ that colour is dyed by the blood of a fea fhell
"¢ fith. The blue is fit to fignify the 4ir, and the
¢ fcarlet will naturally be an indication of fre.
¢ Now
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to exercife thofe' moral and focial virtues,

which become mankind, as the fervants
of the great architect’ of the world ; in
whofe image we were formed in the be-
ginning.

The

¢« Now the veftment of the high prieft being made’
¢t of linen, fignified the earts ; the blue denoted
<¢ the ﬁy, being like lightning in its pomegranates,
<« and in the noife of the bells refembling thunder.

« And for the ephod, it fhewed that God had
< made the univerf{e of four elements ; and as for
¢¢ the gold interwoven, I fuppofe it related to the
« fplendour by which all things are enllghtened

¢« He alio appointed the breaft-plate to be placed
¢ in the ‘middle of the ephod, to refemble the
¢ carth; and the girdle which encsmpaffed the
¢« high prieft round, fignified the ecean. Each of
¢ the fardonyxes declares to us the fun and the
¢ smoon; thofe I mean that were in the nature of
¢« buttons on the high prieft’s fhoulders. And for
¢« the twelve ftones, whether we underftand by
¢ them the months, or whether we underftand the
¢¢ like number of the figns of that circle which the
¢t Greeks call the zodiac, we fhall not be miftaken
¢ in their meaning. And for the mitre, which

¢« was of a blue colour, it feems to me to mean

¢« heaven ; for how otherwife could the name of
¢¢ God be infcribed upon it? That it was alfo il-
¢¢ luftrated

-
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The CREATOR, defigning to blefs
man’s eftate on earth, hath opened the
hand of his divine benevolence with good
g1fts ;—he hath fpread over thc world

' the

*¢ luftrated with a crown, and that of gold alfo,
¢ is becaufe of that {plendour with which God is

¢¢ pleafed.”
Jofephus Antiq. Jud. cha. 4.

In anothcr place Jofephus fays, the candleflick
was emblematical of the feven days of creation and
reff. . _ )
<t The tabernacle fet up by the Ifraelites in the
¢s defert, may neverthelefs give fome ideas of the
¢ manner in which, at that time, the Egyptian:
s¢ temples were conftru@ed. I believe really, that
‘¢ there muft have been fome rclation between the
s¢ tafte which reigned in thefe edifices and the fa-
¢ pernacle. 'The tabermacle, though only a vaft
s¢ tent, had a great relation with architecture,
¢« We ought to look upon it as a reprefentation
s¢ of the temples and palaces of the Eafi. Let us
¢¢ recolle&t what we have {aid before of the form
« of government of the Hebrews., The Supreme
4¢ being was equally theic &od and King. The
¢t tabernacle was ere®ted with a view to anfwer
¥« to that double title. The.Ifraelites went there

« fometxmcs to adere the Almlghty, and fome-
¢ tlmes
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the illumined canopy of heaven;—the
covering of the tabernacle, and the veil
of the temple at Jerufalem, were repre-
fentations of the celeftial hemifphere, and
were “ of blue, of crimfon, and.purple;”
and fuch is the covering of the lodge.*
— As an embfén of God’s power, his
goodnefss:, omniprefénce, and eternity,
the lodge’is adorned with the image of

= . - the

/

&

gﬂes to receive the orders of their fovereign,

" o~<¢ prefent in a fenfible manner in the prefence of

A

¢¢ his peeple. I think then we ought to look upon
¢ the tabernacle, as a work which God would
¢ have, that the ftrucure fhould have relation
¢¢ with the edifices deftined in the Eaft, whether -
< for the worfhip of the Gods, or the habitation
< of Kings. The whole conftru&ion of the taber,
¢¢ nacle prefented moreover, the model of an edi--
< fice, regular and diftributed with much fkill,
<¢ All the dimenfions and proportions appeared te
¢ have beeen obferved with care, and perfectly
" well adapted.” .
De'GogusT.

* 2 Chron, iii. 14. ¢ And he made the veil of
«¢ blue, and purple, and crimfon, and fine linen,
¢¢ and wrought cherubims thereon.”

S¢e alfo Jofephus. '
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the SUN ;* which he ordained to arife
from the Eaft and open the day ; thereby

calhng torth the people of the earth to
F 4 their

* Befides what is already noted touching the
¢ Amonian rights and the worfhip of the fun, the
‘¢ doé&rine of the Magtans was, ¢ the Original
¢¢ Intelligence, who is the firft principle of alt
‘¢ things, difcovers himfelf to the mind and un-
‘¢ derftanding only, but he hath placed the fun as
¢¢ his image in the vifible univerfe, and the beams
¢¢ of that bright luminary are but a faint copy of
¢« the glory that fhines in the higher heavens.”
It appears to the, man- ftudying nature, that the
JSun is the moft probable place in the univerfe for
the fhrone of the Deity; from whence are diffufed
throughout creation, light and heat: a fabtle
efwrzce mexh;luftmg, and felf-fubﬁﬁmg—-—convey-
ing, or in themfelves being, the operative fpirits
which condué the werks of God through all the
Sfield of nature.

Pfalm civ. 1. ¢¢ Blefs the Lord, O my foul. O
¢t Lord, my God, thou art very great, thou art,
¢« cloathed with honour and majelty.” .

" Ver. 2. « Who covereft thyfelf with light, as
¢ with a garment.”

Ver. 3. ¢ Who maketh the clouds his chariot,

. ¢ who walketh upon the wings of the wind.”
Ver. 4. Who maketh his angels fpu:nts, and 4is

¢ miniflers a flaming fire.”
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their worfhip, and exercife in the walks
of virtue.

The great author of all hath given the
MOON to govern the night ; a fit feafon
tor folemn meditation.— When the la-.
bours of the day are ended, and man’s
mind is abfiractted from the cares of
life, then it is for our fouls recreation
to walk forth, with contemplative mind,
to read the great works of the Almighty
in the ftarry firmament, and in the innu-
merable -worlds which are governed . by
his will; and thence to meditate on his
omnipotence.¥—Our thoughts returning
- = from

* <« O majeltic night s

_ <« Nature’s great anceftor ! day’s elder born,!

¢t And fated to furvive the tranfient fun!

<t By mortals, and immortals, feen with awe !

<« A ftarry crown thy raven brow adorns,

¢ An azure zone thy waifl; clouds in heav'n’s loom

«¢ Wrought thro’ varieties of fhape and fhade,

«%n ample folds of drapery divine,

¢«¢ Thy flowing mantle form, and heav'n throughou' )

¢« Voluminoufly pour thy pompous train.

 Thy gloomy grandeurs (nature’s moft auguft

«¢ Infpiring afpect) claim a grateful verfe;

«¢ And like a fable curtain ftari’d with gold,

¢¢ Drawn o’er my labours paft fhall clofe the fcene!”
Young’s Night Thoughts.
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from this glorious fcene towards our-
felves, we difcern the diminutivenefs of
man, and by a natural inference, confefs
the benevolence of that God, who re-
gardeth us (fuch minute atoms) in the
‘midft of his mighty works ; whofe UNI-
VERSAL LOVE is thus divinely ex-
prefled, < that not a fparrow fhall fall
¢ without your father; but the very hairs
¢ of your head are all numbered.”

‘When the world was under the hands
of her great archite&, the remained dark
and without form; but the divine fiat
was no fooner pronounced, than behold.
there was light ¥ — creation was delivered

from

* «¢ Silence, ye troubled waves, and thou deep,
¢¢ peace,
¢ Said then th’ omnific word, your difcord end:
¢« Nor ftay’d, but on the wings of cherubim’
<¢ Uplifted. in paternal glory rode
¢« Far into Chaos, and the world unborn;
¢«¢ For Chaos heard his voice: him all his train
¢ Follow'd in bright proceffion, to behold
¢¢ Creation and the wonders of his might.
«¢ Then ftay’d the fervid wheels, and in his hand
¢¢ He took the golden compafles, prepar’d
sIn .
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from darknefs, and the fun thot forth in-
ftantaneous rays over the face of the
earth—He gave that great conftellation
to the efpoufal of nature, and vegetation
fprang from the embrace; the moon
yielded her influence to the waters, and -

attraction begat the tides. ,
: 4y : . Re'

¢ In God’s eternal ftore, to circumfcribe .
¢ This univerfe and all created things:
- «¢ One foot he center’d, and the other turn’d
¢« Round thro’ the vaft profundity obfcure,
¢¢ And faid, thus far extend, thus far thy bounds, .
«¢ This be thy juft circumference, O avorld.
¢¢ Let therebe Light, faid God, and forthwithlight
¢ Ethereal, firlt of things, quinteflence pure
¢¢ Sprung from the deep, and from her native eaft
¢« To journey thro’ the aery gloom began,
¢¢ Spher’d in a radiant cloud, for yet the Suz
¢« Was not; fhe in a cloudy tabernacle
« Sojourn’d the while.
¢« Thus was the firt day ev’n and morn:
¢« Nor paft uncelebrated, nor unfung
¢ By the czleftial quires, when orient Light
¢eExhaling firlt from darknefs they beheld
¢t Birth-day of heaven and earth; with joy and thout -
¢« The hollow univerfal orb they fill’d,
¢¢ And touch’d their golden harps, and hymning
. ¢ prais’d
“ God and hxs works, Creator, him they fung.
Milton’s Par. Loft.
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Remembering the wonders in the be-
ginning, we claiming the aufpicious coun-
tenance of heaven on our wirtuous deeds,
aflume the figures of the SUN and
MOON, as emblematical of the great
LIGHT OF TRUTH difcoverd to the
firft men; and thereby implying, that as
true mafons, we ftand redeemed from -
darknefs, and are become the ifons of
LIGHT: acknowledging in our profef-
fion, our -adoration of him, who gave
-LIGHT unto his works. Let us then
by our practice and conduct in life thew,
that we carry our emblems worthily;
and as the children of LIGHT, that we
haye turned our backs on works of
DARKNESS, OBSCENITY and DRUN-
KENNESS, HATRED and MALICE,
SATAN and his DOMINIONS ; prefer.-
‘ring CHARITY, BENEVOLENCE, JUS-
TICE, TEMPERANCE, CHASTITY :
and BROTHERLY' LOVE as the ac-
_ceptable fervice on which the GREAT
MASTER OF ALL, from his beatitude,
looks down with approbation. :

The
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The fame divine hand, pouring forth
bounteous gifts, which hath blefled us
with the fight of his glorious works in -
the heavens, hath alfo fpread the earth
with a beauteous carpet : he hath wrought
it in various colours; fruits and flowers,
paftures and meads, golden furrows of
corn, and fhady dells, mountains fkirted
by nodding forefts, and valleys flowing
with milk and honey :—he hath wrought .
it ¢ as it were in mofaic work,” giving
a pleafing variety to the eye of man:—
he hath poured upon us his gifts, in
abundance; not only the neceflaries of
* life, but alfo ¢ wine to gladden the heart
¢ of man, and oil to give him a chearful
« countenance:” and that he might ftill
add beauty to the fcene of life wherein
he hath placed us, his highly-favoured
creatures, he hath fkirted and bordered
the earth with the ocean;— for the wife
Creator having made man in his own -
image, not meaning in the likenefs of his
perfon, but fpiritually, by breathing into
his nofirils the breath of life, and infpi-
ring him thh ‘that refemblance of the di-

vmxty,
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vinity, AN INTELLECTUAL SPIRIT.
He fkirted the land with the ocean, not
only for that falubrity which fhould be
derived from its agitation, but alfo that
to the genius of man, a communication
fhould be opened to all the quarters of
the earth; and that by mutual inter-
courfe, men might unite in mutual good
works, and all become as members of
one fociety. Thefe fubjeds are repre-
fented in the flooring of the lodge.

The univerfe is the TEMPLE of the
Deity whom we ferve:—WISDOM,
STRENGTH, and BEAUTY are about
his throne, as the pillars of his works;
for his wifdom is infinite, his ftrength is
in omnipotence, and beauty ftands forth
through all his creation.in fymmetry and
order:—he hath ftretched forth the hea-
vens as a canopy, and the earth he hath
planted as his footftool: —he crowns his
temples with the ftars, as with a diadem:
and in his hand he extendeth the power
and the glory:—the SUN and MOON
are meflfengers of his will, and all his law
is CONCORD.—The pillars fupporting

’ ' the
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the lodge are reprefentative of thefe di-
vine powers.

/ .

A LODGE, where perfe@ mafons are
aflembled, reprefents thefe works of the
Dexty ‘

We place the {piritual lodge in the vale
of JEHOSOPHAT, implying thereby,
that the principles of mafonry are derived
from the knowledge of God, and are
eftablifhed in the JUDGMENT OF THE
LORD; the literal tranflation of the
word JEHOSOPHAT, from the Hebrew
tongue, being no other than thofe exprefs

words.—The higheft hills * and loweft
‘ vallies

* ¢« At length to beautify thofe -holy hills, the
¢¢ places of the idolatrous worfhip, they befet them
«¢ with trees, and hence came the confecration of
‘«¢ groves and woods, from which their idols many
¢¢ times were. named,— At laft fome choice and
« fele& trees began to be confecrated. Thofe
«« FrenchMagi termed Dryade worfhipped the oak,
¢ in Greek termed Apus, and thence had their
«¢ names.—The Etrurians worfhipped an holm-
¢ tree :—and amongft the Celtz, a tall oak was
¢¢ the idol or-image of Fupiter.

« Among
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vallies were from the earlieft times ef-
teemed facred, and it was fuppofed the
fpirit of God.was peculiarly diffufive in
thofe places;— Ezekiel xliii. 12. « Upon
¢ the top of the mountain, the whole li-
< mit thereof round about fhall be moft
<¢ holy.”—It is faid in the Old Teftament,
that the fpirit of God buried Mofes in a
valley in the land of Moab; implying
that from divine influence he was in-
terred in fuch hallowed retirement.—On
Elijah’s tranflation, the fons of the pro-
phets faid to Elifha, ¢ behold now there
“ be with thy fervants fifty firong men;
¢ let them go, we pray thee, and feck
¢ thy mafter, leaft peradventure the fpirit

¢« of the Lord hath taken him up, and

¢ caft him upon fome mountain, or into
: ¢ fome

¢« Among the Ifraeliteg the idolatry began un- -
«¢ der the Judges Othniel and Ehud, Judg. iii. 5.’

¢« and at the laft it became fo common in Ifrael,
¢ that they had peculiar priefts, whom they
¢« termed prophets of the grove, 1 Kings xviii. 19.
¢¢ and idols of the grove; that is peculiar idols,
¢« unto whom their groves were confecrated,
s¢ 2 Kings xxi. 7. 2 Chron. xv. 16.

Godwyn's Mofes and Aaron,

~
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« fome valley.” Hence was derived the
‘¢ veneration paid to fuch places in the
earlieft ages, and hence the facred groves
of the Eafterns and Druids.—They chofe
thofe fituations for their public worfhip,
- conceiving that the prefence of the Deity
would hallow them: they fet up their
altars there, and fhadowed them with
groves, that there, as it was with Adam,
they might ¢ hear the voice of thé Lord
« God walking in the garden.”

In the corruption and ignorance of
after ages, thefe hallowed places were pol-
luted with idolatry * ;—the unenlightened
mind miftook the type for -the origi-
~-mal, and could not difcern the light from
datknefs ;—the facred groves and hills*

became
’ .

* ¢« The vulgar loﬁng.ght of the emblematical
«¢ fignification, which was not readily underftood,
«t but by poets and philofophers, took up with the
¢¢ plain figures as real divinities, Stones ereGed
¢ as monuments of the dead, became the place
¢ where pofterity paid their venerations to the
« memory of the deceafed.—This increafed into
«¢ a peculizrity, and at length became an object.

¢ of worfhip.” - N
Lord Kames’s Sketches of Man.

N

*
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became objedts of enthuﬁaﬂ;xc bigotry
and f{uperttition ;—the- devotees bowed
down to the oaken log, and- the graven
image of:the fun, as being divine.—Some
preferved themf{elves from the corruptions
. of the times, and we find thofe fages and .
feleét men, to whom were committed, and
who retained, the light of underftanding
and truth, unpolluted with. the fins of
the world, under the denomination of
magi among the Perfians; wifemen, {outh-
fayers, and aftrologers among the Cal-
deans; philofophers among the Greeks
and Romans; bramins. among the In-
dians ; druids and bards among the Bri-
tons ; and with the chofen people of God
SOLOMON thone forth in the fulnefs of -
human wifdom.

The MASTER of each lodge-thould
found his government in CONCORD
AND UNIVEBSAL LOVE;. for as the
~ Great Architet moves the fyfiems with
his finger, and touches the fpheres with
harmony, fo that the morning ftars to-
gether fing the fongs of gratitude, and
the floods clap. their hands,. amidft the
finvariable béanties of ORDER ; fo fhould
o : G we;
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we, rejoicing, be of one accot'd, and of
one law; in unanimity, in charity, and
in affe@tion ; moving by one unchangmg
fyftem, and atuated by one prmc.lple,
rectitude of manners. . ..

A MASON, ﬁtting the member of a
lodge, claiming thefe emblems, as the
teftimonies of his order, ought at that
inftant to transfer his thoughts to the
auguft fcene which is there initiated ; and
remember that he then appears profeﬁing
himfelf A MEMBER OF THE GREAT
TEMPLE OF THE UNIVERSE, to
obey the laws of the MIGHTY MAS-

TER OF ALL, in whofe_,prefcnce he

feeks to be approved.

>

The antient record which I hairc béfon;c '

quoted, exprefles that the firft mafons
received their KNOWLEDGE from God;
‘by which means they are endowed with
the due underftanding of what is pleafing
to him, and the only true method of pro-
pagating their doctrines..

The few who. remained uncorrﬁpted
\mth the fins of natxons, and who ferved
. the

¢
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the ONLY AND TRUE GOD, defpifed -
the fables and follies of idolaters : others
who. were emerging from the ignorance
and blindnefs in which they had been
overwhelmed, contemplated on the won-
ders difplayed in the face of nature, and
traced the Divinity through the walks of
his power, and his mighty deeds.—CON-
TEMPLATION at firft went forth ad-
miring, but yet without comprehenfion
from whence all things had their ex-
iftence : Contemplation returned, glow-
ing with conviction, that one-great ORI-
GINAL, of infinite power, of infinite
. intelligence, and of bengrolence without
bounds, was the mafter of all—They be-

held him in his works, they read his Ma- .

jefty in the heavens, and difcovered his
miracles in the deep: every plant that
painted the face of nature, and every
thing having the breath of life, defcribed -
his prefence and his power.—Such men
were afterwards made known to the en-
lightened, and were united with them in

* the perfection of TRUTH¥.

G2 ~  As

" * ¢« Thus (as-our noble author fays) through a
¢ long maze of ¢rrors, man arrived at true reli-
 gion
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As the fervants of ONE GOD, our
predeceflors profefled the temple, wherein
the Peity approved to be ferved, was not
of the work of men’s hands.—In this the
Druids copied after them:—the univerfe
they confefled was filled with his pre- -
fence, and he was not hidden from the
moft diftant quarters of creation: they

.looked upwards to the heavens as his
throne, and wherefoever under the fun
they worfhipped, . they regarded: them-
felves as being in the dwelling-place of
the Divinity, from whofe eye nothing
was concealed. X-The antients not only
refrained from building temples, but held -
it utterly unlawful fo to do; becaufe they
thought no temple fpacious enough for
the SUN, the great fymbol of the Deity.
¢ Mundus univerfus eft templum folis™
was their maxim; they thought it pro-

: fane

¢ gion ; acknowledging but one Being fupreme
¢ in power, intelligence, and benevolence, who
¢¢ created all other beings, to whom all other be-
‘¢ ings are fubjetted, and who direds every event
& toanfwer the beft purpofes.”

Lord Kames’s Skctchcs of Mam
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fane to fet limits to the infinity of the
Deity ;—when, in later ages, they built
temples, they left them open to the hea-
vens, and unroofed.

The TRUE BELIEVERS, in order to
- withdraw and diftinguifh themfelves from
the reft of mankind, efpecially the idola-
ters with whom they were furrounded,
adopted emblems and myftic devices, to-
gether with certain diftinguithing princi-
ples, whereby they thould be known to
each other, and alfo certify that they
were fervants of that GOD, in whofe
hands all creation exifted. By thefe means
they alfo proteted themfelves from perfe-
cution, and their FAITH from the ridi-
cule of the ‘incredulous vulgar.—To this
end, when they rehearfed the principles of
their profeffion, they pronounced ¢ that
« they were worthipers in that TEMPLE,
< whofe bounds were from the diftant
¢ quarters of the univerfe; whofe height
* was no otherwife limited than by the
¢ heavens, and whofe depth was founded
¢ on that axis, on which the revolutions
% of the ftarry zodiac were performed.”

G 3 The
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The Egyptians were “the firft people
known to us, who in the early ages of
the world, after the flood, advanced to
any high degree of knowledge in AS-
TRONOMY, ARTS, AND SCIENCES:
—thefe were the means of difcovering to
them the exiflence of the Divinity, and
‘they worfhipped the author of thofe fub-
lime works which they contemplated ;—
but through national prejudices, foon
began to reprefent the attributes of the
Deity in fymbols; and as the vifible ope- .
rations of his omnipotence were chiefly
exprefled in the powers of the fun and
moon, whofe influence they perceived
“through all the field of nature, they
depicted the Deity by thofe heavenly
bodies, and at length, under the names
- of OSIRIS and ISIS, adured the GOD

OF NATURE*.
‘ As

- * Dr Owen divides the whole of idolatrous
worfhip into Sabaifim and Hellenifm; the former
confifts in the worfhip of the Sun, Moon, and Stars,
and the hoft of heaven (whxch only is to my pre-
fent purpofe), which it is probable a few ages
after
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As we derived many of our myfteries,
and moral principles, from the dorines
of PYTHAGORAS, who had acquired
Gsg his

after the flood had its beginning. Dr Prideaux fays,
¢¢ the true religion which Noah taught his polte-
¢¢ rity, was that which Abraham pra&ifed, the
¢¢ worfhiping of one God, the fupreme governor
¢¢ of all things, through a Mediator, Men could
¢¢ not determine what eflence contained this power
¢ of mediation, no clear revélation being then
‘ made of the Mediator whom God appointed, be-
¢¢ caufe as yet he had not been manifefled in the
‘c world, they look upon them to addrefs him by
¢ mediators of their own chufing; and their no-
¢ tion of the Sun, Moon, and Stars being, that
‘< they were Habitations of Intelligencies, which
¢¢ animated the orbs in the fame manner as the
¢ foul animates the body of man, and were caufes
s¢ of their motion ; and that thefe intelligencies

scavere of a middle firt between God and them :

¢¢ they thought thefe the properelt things to be
«¢ Mediators between God and them; and there-

s¢ fore the planets being the neareft of all the hea-

s¢ venly bodies, and generally looked on to have

<« the greateft influence on this world, they made
¢s choice of them in the firft place, as their Gods®
“ mediaters, who were to mediate with the Su.
¢ preme God for them, and to procure from him’

¢ mercies and favours, which they prayed for.”
. He-



104 The NATURE of

" his learning'in Egypt, and others from

the Pheenicians, who had received the

Egyptian theology in an early age, it is
not

Herodotur fays that Ofiric and Ifis were two great
deities of the Egyptiam 3 and almoft the whole
mythology of that antient people is included in
what their prielts fabled of them. Plutarch con=
ceives, that by Ofiris the Suzn is to be underftood,
and this Macrobius confirms, adding that Qfiris in
the Egyptian language fignifies many-¢yed and Iffs
the antient, or the Moon. Ofiris, according to .
Banier, is the fame as M:framz, the fon -of Cham,
who peopled Egypt fome time after the deluge.
And Dr Cumberland, Bifhop of Peterborough,
fays Mifraim, the fon of Cham, grand child of
Noah, was the firlt king of Egypt, and founder of
their monarchy; and that Ofiris was an appr04
priated title, fignifying the priace, and Ifir is
I/bab h's wife. Disdorus Siculus, who has tranf.
‘mitted down to us with great care the moft an-
tient traditions of the Egyptians, aflerts this prince
is the fame with Mener, the firlt king of Egypt.
Perhaps at his apotheofis his name was changed
to that of Ifiris, according to fome hiftorians. As
the images of Ofiris were very refplendent to re-
-prefent the beams of light from the Swz, fo in
their hymns of praife, they celebrate him as reﬂ:—
ing in the bofom of the Sun.
From the authority of Barier, and other hifto-
rzans, we learn, that the gods of the Egyptiant
- werg



~ the LODGE. . 105

not to be wondered that' we fhould
adopt Egyptian fymbols, to reprefent or
exprefs the attributes of the Divinity. -

The

were adopted by the Phenicians; that their theo.
logy was propagated by the Phenicians into the
Eaft, and in the Weff; and fome traces of them
are found in almoft every ifland of the Mediter-
ranean., ) '

In Syria we find the fame theology, the fun un-.
der the name of 4donis, and the moon .of A/btarath.
The feltival of Adonis is mentioned in Baruch,
chap. vii. 30, 31. * The priefts of the city fat m'
¢¢ their temples uncovered and fhaven, and mourn-
¢ ing as at a fealt for the dead.”—The prophet
complains that Solomon went after A/btarsth, and
after Melcom, the abomination of the Ammonites.’

The Chaldeans and Babylonians paid adoration
to Fire, and held the Sabaifm worfhip.—The Per-
fians worfhipped the Sun and Fire.

St Cyril, writing on the Pythagorian prirzcip/e.r,
fays, ¢ We fee plainly that Pythageras maintain
- «¢ that there was but oxe God, the original and
¢« caufe of all things, who enlightens every thing,
_ ¢ animates every thing, and from whom every
«¢ thing procecds, who has given bemo' to all
¢ things, and is the fource of all motion.’

Pytbagarar thus defines- the Divinity :—<¢ God
¢< is neither the obje& of fenfe nor fubje& to paf-.

fion
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The Pythagonan fyftem of phﬂofophy,
alfo points out to us a reafon for the,
figure of the SUN being introduced into
the lodge, as being the centre of the pla-
netary {yftem which he taught, as well
as the emblem of the Deity which he
ferved.— This grand Mewspario was a
fymbol exprefling the firft and greateft
principle of his doctrines.—This was alfo

a re-

¢¢ fion ; but invifible, purely intelligible, and fu-
<« premely intelligent. In his body he is like the
¢ light, and in his foul he refembles Truth. He is
¢c the univerfal {pirit that pervades and diffufes
¢¢ itfelf over all nature. All beings receive their
< life from him. 'There is but one only God, who
¢¢ is not, as fome are apt to imagine, feated above
¢¢ the world, beyond the orb of the univerfe ; but
¢ being all in himfelf, he fees all the beings that
¢¢ inhabit his immenfiry. ‘He'is the fole principle,
¢¢ the light of heaven, the father of all; he pro-
¢¢ duces every thing, he orders and dlfpofes every -
o thmg, he is the reafon, the life, and the mo- .
¢ tion of all beings.” i
Plutarch fays, ¢ Ofiris is neither the Sun,’ nor
<t the Water, nor the Earth, nor the Heaven but
¢ whatever there,is in nature well difpofed, well
¢« regulated, good and perfe‘l all thal: is the image

s ofOfru »

Seneca
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a reprefentation of the .4brax which go-
verned the ftellary. world and our dlurnal
revolutiens.

In the books of Hermes Irifmegiftus,
who was an Egyptian, and faid to be
contemporary with Abraham’s grandfa-
ther, is this remarkable paflage; fpeak-
ing of the Deity he fays, ¢ But if thou
¢ wilt fee him, confider and underftand
¢« the fun, confider the courfe of the
“ moon, confider the order of the ftars.”

—C Oh

Seneca the floic fays, ¢ 'Tis of very little con-
¢ fequence by what name you call the fir/? nature,
¢¢ and the divine reafon that prefides over the uni-
- ¢ verfe, and fills'all the parts of it—he is ftill
¢« the fame God. He is called Fupiter Stratsr, not
¢¢ as hiftorfans fay, becaufe he ftopped the flying
¢t armies of the Romans, but becaufe he is the
¢t conftant fupport of all beings.—They call him
¢¢ Fate, becaufe he is the firft caufe‘on which all
¢¢ others depend. We ftoics fometimes call him
¢ Father Bacchus, becaule he is the univerfal lite
¢ that animates nature;— Hercules, becaufe his
e poiver is invincible ;—/Mercury, becaufe he is
¢« the eternal reafon, order, and wifdom. You
¢“ may give him as many names as you pleafe,
« provided you allow &ut sne fole principle, every
«¢ where prefent.”
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—¢ Oh thou unfpeakable, unutterable,
¢ to be praifed with ﬁlence.

From hence we are natural]y led to
perceive the origin of the Egyptian fym-
bolization, and the reafon for their
adopting thofe objefls, as expreflive of
the might, majefty, and ommprefence of
the Deity*. L

Pofterity, to record the wife do&trines
aud religious principles of the firft pro-
feflors of the true worthip, have adopted
thefe defcriptions of the lodge in which
they aflemble; and maintain thofe reli-

gious

* The learned Dr Stukeley, fpeaking of Stone-
henge, fays he took his dimenfions of this monu-
ment by the Hebrew, Phenician, or Egyptian
cubit, being twenty inches and three-fourths of
an inch Englifh meafure. He dates this erecion
from the time of Cambyfe’s invafion of Egypt, be-
fore the time of building the fecond temple at Jeru-
falem, at an zra when the Pheenician trade was
at its height; and he prefumes that when the
priefts fled from Egypt under the cruelties com-
mitted by that invader, they difperfed themfelves
to diftant parts of the world, and introduced their
learning, arts, and religion among the druids in
Britain,
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gious tenets which nature dictates, grati-
tude to him under whom we exift; and
working in the acceptable fervice of him,
who rejoiceth in the upright man.

As fuch it is to be a FREE MASON;
—as fuch is A LODGE OF MASONS;
—as fuch are the principles of this fo-
ciety ;—as thefe were the original inftitu-
tions of our BROTHERHOOD, let the
ignorant laugh on, and the wicked ones
_ {coff.— And that thefe are true folu-
tions of our EMBLEMS, I am convinced
myfelf; and with humble deference to
the reft of my brethren, offer them for
their attention.

LEC-

Y
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‘_LECTURE V.

* The Furniture .of the Lodge. .

T is with pleafure I purfue the duty I
1 have impofed upon myfelf, to give
folutions of the MYSTERIES in M A-
SONRY; which to minds inattentive to
the redl import of the objects in their view,
might remain undifcovered; and-the pro-
feflor of mafonry might pafs on, without
receiving a juft fenfe of thofe dignities -
which he hath aflumed.

I have defined what is intended to be
reprefented by a LODGE, and its origin
" and nature; it is now my duty to difco-
ver to you the import of the FURNI-
TURE OF A LODGE. -

As
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- As SOLOMON at JERUSALEM car-
ried into the Jewifh temple all the veflels
and inftruments requifite- for the fervice
of JEHOVAH, according to the law of
his people; fo we MASONS, as workers
in moral duties, and as fervants of the
GREAT ARCHITECT of the world,
have placed .in our view, thofe emblems
which fhould conftantly remind us of
what we are, and what is required of us.

The third emanation of ABRAX, in
the Gnoftic hierarchy, was PHRON Z&-
SIS, the emblem of PRUDENCE, whichis
the firft and moft exalted object that de-
mands our attention, in the lodge: —it is
placed in the centre, ever to be prefent
to. the eye of the mafon, that his heart
may be attentive to her dictates, and
ftedfaft in her laws;—for PRUDENCE
is the rule of all VIRTUES; —pru:.
“dence is the path which leads to every
‘degree of propriety ;—prudence is the
channel where felf-approbation flows for.
ever;—the leads us forth to worthy ac-
tlons, and as a BLAZING STAR, en-

. hghtneth
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lightneth us through the - dreary and
darkfome paths of this life.

VIRTUE by moralifts is defined to be
« that fledfaft purpofe and firm will of
¢ doing thofe things which nature hath
« diftated to us, as the beft and moft fa-
¢ Jutary ;—a habit of the foul by which
<« mankind are inclined to do the things
.« which are upright and good, and to
¢ avoid thofe that are evil”—In fhort,
virtue is moral honefty and good prin-
ciples. - '

" Of the VIRTUES of which PRU-
‘DENCE is the rule, three are called Car-
dinal Virtues, of which, moft properly, a
Mafon thould be poflefled,—FORTI-
TUDE, TEMPERANCE and JUSTICE;
for without thefe, the name of MASON is
an empty, title, and but a painted bubble,

That FORTITUDE muft be the cha-
racteriftic of a mafon, I need not argue;
by which, in the midft of prefling evils,
he is enabled always to do that which

15
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is agreeable to the diétates of nght reas
fon.

TEMPERANCE alfo muft be one of
his principles, being a moderating or re-
ftraining of our affetions and paflions,
efpecially in SOBRIETY AND CHAS-
TITY.—We regard TEMPERANCE,
under the various-definitions of moralifts,
as conftituting honefty, decency, and bath-
fulnefs; and in its potential parts, infti-
tuting meeknefs, clemency, and modefty.

- We profefs JUSTICE as dictating to
us to do right to all, and to yield to every
man what belongeth to him.

The CARDINAL VIRTUES, Pru-
dence, Fortitude, Temperance, and Juf-
tice, hold in their train the inferior powers
of Peace, Concord, Quietnefs, Liberty,
Safety, Honor, Felicity, Piety, and Cha-
rity, with many others which were a-
dored by the antients in thofe ages,
when they confounded mythology with
the worthip of the Divinity.— Within the
ftarry girdle of PRUDENCE all the vir-
tues are enfolded.,
B H We

T
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We may apply this EMBLEM to 2
ftill more religious import ; —it may be -
faid to reprefent the STAR which led .
the wife men to BETHLEHEM, pro-
claiming to mankind the nativity of
THE SON OF GOD, and here condué&-
ing our {piritual progrefs to the author
of REDEMPTION..

As the fteps of man are trod in the va-

..’¥lous and uncertain incidents of life; as

our days are chequered with a firange
contrariety of events, and our paffage
through this exiftence, though fometimes
attended with profperous circumftances,
is often befet by a multitude of evils;
hence is the LODGE furnifhed with
MOSAIC WORK, to remind 'us of the
precarioufnefs of our ftate on earth;—
to-day our feet tread in profperity, to-
morrow we totter on the uneven paths
of WEAKNESS, TEMPTATION, aad
ADVERSITY.— Whilft 'this emblem is
before us, we are inftructed to boaft of
nothing ;—to have compaffion and give
aid to thofe who are.in adverfity ;—to
walk uprightly, and with humility ;—for

fuch

———
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fuch is this exiflence, that there is no
ftation in which pride can be ftably
- founded:—all men in birth and in the
ve are on the level —Whilft we tread
on this MOSAIC WORK, let our ideas
teturn to the original which it copies;
and let évery mafon aét as the dictates of
reafon prompt him, TO LIVE IN BRO-
THERLY LOVE. '

As more immediate guides for a FREE
MASON, the lodge is furnifthed with un-
" erring rules, whereby he fhall form his
-conduét;—THE BOOK of his law is laid

before him, that he may not fay through
ignorance he erred ;~—whatever the great
ARCHITECT of the world hath, di¢tated
to mankind, as the mode in which he
would be ferved, and the path in which
he is to tread to obtain his approbation ;
—whatever precepts he hath adminiftred,’
and with whatever laws he hath infpired
the fages of old, the fame are faithfully
comprized in THE BOOK OF THE
LAW of MASONRY. That book, which
is never clofed in any lodge, reveals the
duties which the great MASTER of all
exaéts from us;—open to every eye,
' ‘ H2 coms-
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comprehenfible to every mind; ; then who
fhall fay among.us, that he knoweth not
the acceptable fervice? ,

But as the frailty of human nature
wageth war with truth, and man’s infir-
mities firuggle with his virtues; to aid
the condué of every mafon, the mafter
holdeth the COMPASS, limiting the dif-
tance, progrefs, and circumference of
the work : he dictateth the manners, he
giveth the dire&tion of the defign, and
delineateth each portion and part of the
labour; afligning to each his province
and his order. And fuch is his mafter-
thip, that each part, when afunder, feem-
eth irregular and without form; yet when
put together, like the building of the
TEMPLE at ]ERUSALEM is conneéted
and framed in true {ymmetry, beauty,
‘and order.

The moral implication of which is, that
the MASTER in his lodge fits dictating
thofe falutary laws, for the regulation
thereof, as his prudence dire@s; afligning

.to each brother his proper province;
limiting the rathnefs of fome, and cir- -
cum-
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- cumfcribing the imprudence of others ;
reftraining all licentioufnefs and drunken-
nefs, difcord and malice, envy and re-
proach : and promoting brotherly love,
rnorahty, charity, benevolence, cordiality,
and innocent mirth ; that the affembly of
the brethren may be with erder, har-
mony, and love, :

.. To try the works of every mafon, the
SQUARE is prefented, as the probation of
his ‘life,~proving, whether his manners
" are regular and uniform ; —for mafons
fhould be of one principle and one rank,
without the diftin&tions of pride and
pageantry : intimating, that from high
to low, the minds of mafons fhould be
inclined to good works, above which na
man ftands exalted by his fortune,

But fuperior to all, the LODGE is
furnithed with three LUMINARIES*;
H 3 . as. -

* The particular attention paid by the antieats.
to the Element of Fire is in no wife to be won.
dered at, when we confider, that when ever the
Deity deigned to reveal himfelf to the human fen-

¢s it was under this element, _
Exodug -
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as the golden candleftick in the taber-
- nacle of Mofes was at once emblematical
of the fpirit of God, whereby his chofen,
people were enlightned, and prophetical
of the churches; or otherwife, as Jofe~
phus fays, reprefentative of the planets
and the powerful works of God: {o our
three

Exodus iii. 2. ¢¢ And the angel of the Lord ap-
¢¢ peared unto him in a flame of fire out of the
¢ midft of a buth: and he looked, and behold
¢¢ the buth burned with fire, and the buth was not
¢¢ confumed.”

Ver. 4. ¢¢ God called unto him out of the midft
¢¢ of the bufh, and faid, Mofes, Mofes.” '

Chap. xiii. 21. ¢ And the Lcrd went beforg”
¢*’them. by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them
¢ the way; and by night in a pillar of fire to give
¢ them light: to go by day and night.”

Chap. xix. 16. ¢ There were thunders and /ight-
¢ mings, and a thick cloud upon the mount.”

Ver. 18 ¢ And Mount Sinai was altogether on
“a fmoke, becaufe the Lorp defcended upon it
¢ in fire.”

Chap. xviv. 17, *¢ And the fight of the glory of
s« the Lord was like devouring fire on the top of
¢ the mount, in the eyes of the children of Iirael.”

Chap. xxix. 43. ¢ And there I will meet with
¢¢ the children of Ifrael, and the tabernacle fhall
¢¢ be fantified by my glery.”

. ' " Numb,
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three LIGHTS thew to us the three great
ftages of mafonry, the knowledge and
.worthip of the God of nature in the
purity of Eden——the fervice under the
Mofaic law, when divefted of idolatry—
and the chriftian revelation: or otherwife
our lights are typical of the holy Trinity.
Hy4 As

~ Numb. ix. 16. ¢ That thou goeft before them,
$¢ by day time in a pillar of a cloud, and in a pil-
“ lar of fire by night."

" Deuteronomy v. 4. * The Lord talked with
¢¢ you face to face in the mount, out of the midft
€ of the fire.”

Ver. 5. « For ye were afraid by reafon of the
¢¢ fire, and went not up into the moant.”

Ver. 22. ¢ Thefe words the Lord fpake unto,
¢ all your affembly in the mount out of the midf
¢ of the fire.”

- Ver. 23. ¢ For the mountain did burn with fre."

Ver 24. ¢« And we have heard his voice out of
¢¢ the midft of the fire.”

Ver, 26. ¢¢ For who is there of all fleth that
¢t hath heard the voice of the living Gad,. fpeaking
¢ out of the midft of the fire (as we have) and
¢ lived.”

To thefe may be added the fhachma in the
temple.

It would from a kind of pahty in clrcumﬂances
naturally follow, that men would look up to the

, - Sun
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Such is the furmtures of the lodge,
fuch are the prxncnples dictated to us as
mafons ; let: us rejoice in the exercife of
thofe " excellencies, which fhould fet us
above the rank of other men: and prove
that we are brought out of darknefs inte
light.—And let us fhew our good works
unto the world, that thro’ our LIGHT
fo fhining unto me¢n, they may glorify
the GREAT MASTER OF THE UNI-
VERSE; and therefore ¢ do. JUSTICE
¢« —Jove MERCY~—and WALK HUM-
¢ BLY with their- GOD,” :

- . . LEC.

v

Sun, as the throne of the Divinity, from whence
his miniftring fpirits difpenfed his- will to the dif-
tant quarters of the univerfe.—Fire became the
general emblem of the Divinity in the ezflern ha-
#ipns—was in great efteem with the Chaldeans and
Perfrans. The Perfians ufed confecrated fire:as
the emblem of the Supreme Being; to whom they
would not build temples, or confine the vamlty
to fpace. The etherial ﬁre was preferved in the
temple of the Jews, and in the tabernacle, with
great reverence. The druid priefts in their wor-
thip looked towards the Sus :—they retained many
of the Ammonian rites:—they are faid to have
made myftical proceflions round their confecrated
Jires funwife, before they proceeded to facrifice.
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SEREERNEINE

*LECTURE VI

The Apparel and Jewels of Mafons.

ASONS, as one of their firft prin-
ciples, profefs INNOCENCE:—

they put on white apparel, as an emblem
of that chara&er, which befpeaks purity
of foul, guiltleflnefs, and being havmlefs.

We have the following paffage in the

. Biographia Ecclefiaftica:—¢ The antients:

L

¢ were alfo wont to put a white' garment
¢ on the perfon baptized, to denote his
« having put off the lufts of the flefh,
¢ and his being cleanfed from his former
¢ fins, and that he had obliged himfclf to
% maintain a life of unfpotted innocency.
% — Accordingly the baptized are both

, ‘6 by
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“ by the apoftle and the Greek fathers
<« frequently ftiled ¢ulloucra, the EN-
¢ LIGHTNED, becaufe they profefled
“ to be the children of light, and en-
<« gaged themfelves never to return again
¢ to the works of darknefs¥.—This white
« garment ufed to be delivered to them
« with this folemn charge, ¢ Receive the
¢ white and undefiled garment, and pro-
¢« duce it without fpot before the tribunal
<« of our Lord Jefus Chrift, that you may
< obtain eternal life. Amen.’—They were
<« wont to wear thefe white garments for
< the fpace of a week after they were bap-
<« tized, and then put them off and laid
< them up inthe church, that they might
« be kept as a witnefs againft them, if they
< fhould violate the baptifmal covenant.

. 'Whilft the apron with which ‘we are

cloathed indicates a difpofition of INNO--

€ENCE, and belics not the wearer’s
heart, let the ighorant deride and fcoff

* Ifaiab ix. 2. ¢ The people that -walked im
¢¢ darknefs have feen a great light: they that dwell
* in the land of the fhadow of death, upon them
s hath the light fhined. ”
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on: fuperior to the ridicule and malice
of the wicked, we will enfold ourfelves
in the garb of our own virtue; and fafe
in felf-approving confcience, ftand un-
moved amidft the perfecutions of adver-
fity.

The raiment which truly implies the
innocence of the heart, is a badge more
honourable than ever was devifed by
kings;—the Roman Eagle, with .3ll the
erders of knighthood, are inferior :—they
may be proftituted by the caprice of -
princes; but innocence is innate, and
cannot be adepted. .

 To be a true Mafon, is to poflefs. thig
pnnmple, or the apparel which he wears
is an infamy.to the apoftate, and only
fhews him forth to {hame and contempt.

That innocence thould be the profeffed,
principle of a Mafon, occafions no afto=
nithment, when we confider that the dif-
covery of the Deity leads us to the know-
ledge of thofe maxims wherewith he
may be¢ well pleafed —The very idea of a
GOD is fucceeded with the belief, that

he
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he can approve of nothing that is evil;
and when firft our predeceflors profefled
themfelves fervants of the archite® of
the world, as an indifpenfible duty, they
profefled innocency, and put on white
raiment, as a type and chara&eriftic of
their conviction, and of their being de-
voted to his will—The DRUIDS were
apparelled in white, at the time of their
facrifices and folemn offices.—The Egyp-
tian priefts of OSIRIS wore fnow-white
cotton.—We do not find that the priefts
of other nations noted for antxquxty were
fingular in this, except that in the fervice
of CERES, under whom was fymbolized
the gift of Providence in the fruits of
the earth—the Grecian priefts put og
wlnte. ‘

Every degree of fin ftrikes the rational
mind of man with fome feelings of felf-
condemnation.— Under fuch convicion,
who could call upon or claim the pre-
fence of a Divinity, whofe demonftra-
tion is good works?—Hence are men
naturally led to conceive, that fuch Divi-
nity will only accept of works of righte-
oufnefs—Standing forth for the approba-
o tion
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tion of heaven, the fervants of the firft
revealed God bound themfelves to max-
ims of purity and virtue;—and as M A-
SONS, we regard the principles of thofe
who were the firt worthippers of the
true God, imitate their apparel, and af-
{fume the badge of INNOCENCE,

" OUR JEWELS or ornaments imply, that
we try our affections by juftice, and our
attions by truth, as the fquare tries the
workmankihip of the mechanic ;—that we
regard our mortal ftate, whether it is dig-
nified by titles or not, whether it be opu-~
lent or indigent, as being of one nature
in the beginning, and of one rank in its
clofe. In fenfations, paffions, and plea--
fures; in infirmities, maladies, and wants,
all mankmd are on a paralle;—NATURE
hath given us no fuperiorities ;—’tis WIS-
DOM and VIRTUE that conftitute fupe-
riority.—From fuch maxims we make
eftimates of our brother, when his cala-
mities call for our council or our aid:—
the works of CHARITY are from fym-
pathetic feelings, and BENEVOLENCEF
alts upon the level.—The emblem of

thefe
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thefe fentiments is another of the jewels
of our fociety.

To walk uprightly before heaven and
before' men, neither inclining to the right -
- or to the left, is the duty of a Mafon,—
neither becoming an Enthufiaft or a per«
fecutor in religion, nor bending towards
innovation or infidelity.—In civil govern-
ment, firm in our allegiance, yet ftedfaft
in our laws, liberties, and conftitution.—
In private life, yielding up every felfifh
- propenfity, inclining neither to avarice or
injuftice, to malice or revenge, to envy
or contempt with mankind: but as the
builder raifes his column by the plane and
perpendicular, fo fhould the Mafon carry
himfelf towards the world.

To rule our affe@tions by juftice, and
our actions by truth, is to wear a JEWEL
which would ornament the bofom of the
highefl potentate on earth;—human na-
ture has her impulfes from defires, which
are often too inotrdinate:—love blinds
with prejudices, and refentment burns
with fevers ;—contempt renders us incre-
dulous, and covetoufnefs deprives us of

every
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every generous or humane feeling.—To
fteer the bark of life upon the feas of paf-
fions, without quitting the courfe of reti-
tude, is one of the higheft excellencies to
which human nature can be brought
aided with all the powers of philofophy
and religion. :

Yet merely to a® with juftice and
truth, is not all that man fhould at-
_tempt ; for even that excellence would
be felfithnefs :—that duty is not relative,
but merely proper :—it is only touching
our own charaéter, and doing nothing
- for our neighbour; for juftice is an in- -
difpenfible duty in each individual:<=we
were not born for ourfelves alone, only’
to thape our courfe through life in the
tracks of tranquillity, and folely to ftudy
that which fhould afford peace’ to the
confcience at home,—but men were made -
as mutual aids to each other; —no one
among us, be he ever fo opulent, can
fubfift without the afliftance of his fellow-
creatures.. Nature’s wants are nume-
rous, and our hands are filled with very
little of the warfare of neceflity;— our
nakednefs muft be cloathed, our hunger
- fatisfied,
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fatisfied, éfir maladies vifited.~~Where
thall the proud man toil for fuftenance, if
he ftands upaided by his neighbour ?—
When we look through the varied fcene
of life, we fee our fellow-creatures at-
tacked with innumerable calamities ; and
-were we without compaflion, we fhould
exift without one of the fineft feelings of
‘the human heart.—To love and to ap-
prove, are movements in the foul of man
* which yield him pleafure: but to pity,
sgives him heavenly fenfations; and to
relieve, is divine.—~CHARITY thus has
her exiftence ;—her rife is, from the con-
fcioufnefs of our fimilarity in nature; the
level on which mortality was created in
the beginning ;—its progrefs is in {fympa-
thetic feelings, from the affections of the
heart breathing love towards our brother,
coupled with the touch of original eftima-
tion in our minds, which proves all our
{pecies to be brethren of one exiftence.--Its
conclufion is, from comparifon producing
judgment, we weigh the neceflities of
our fuffering fellow-creatures by our na-
tural equality, by compaflion, our {fym-
pathy and our own abilities, and difpenfe
our gifts from affection.—Pity and pain
" are fifters by fympathy. Ta
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To be an upnght man, is to add M
greater luftre to the Mafon’s character :—
to do juftice and- to-have charity, are exs
cellent fteps in:human life ; but to a&
pprightly, gives a fuperlative degree,of
cx¢ellence ; — for in that ftation we thall
become examples in religious, in-civil,
and in moral condué. It is'not enough
that we are neither enthufiafts nor. perfe-
cutors in religion, neither bending to-

%&’ ‘wards innovation or infidelity ; ‘not to be

%

e

in the paflive only, but we fhould appear

‘in the a&ive charatter: we fhould be zea-

lous pradtifers, obfervers of, and ftedfaft
members in, religious duties.—In civil
matters, we fhould not only fubmit to,
but execute, the laws of our country;
obey all their ordinances, and perform all
their precepts; be faithful to the contti-
tution of the realm, and loyal to our
king ; true foldiers in the defence of our
liberty, and of his crown and dignity.—
In morality, it requires of us, not only
that we fhould not err, by injuring, be-
traying, or deceiving, but that we thould
do good in every capacity in that fta- -

vy I tion
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tion of life wherein kmd Providence has
placed vs. "

By fudvmeets let the MASON be
proved, and’ teﬁxfy that his emblematical -
jewels are. ‘enfigns only of the inward
wnan ¢ thence he will ﬂand approved be-
- fore heaven and before men, purchafing
honour to his PROFESSION, and feli-
city to the PROFESSOR.

LEC.-
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LECTURE VIL.

" The Temple at Jerufalem.

HE firft worfhipers of the God of
nature, in the nations of the eaft,
reprefented the Deity by the figures of
the SUN AND MOON, from the in«
fluence of thofe heavenly bodies on the
carth ; profefling that the univerfe was
the temple in-'which the Divinity was at
all times and in all places prefent.-

They adepted thefe with other fymbols
as a cautious mode of preferving qr ex.
plaining divine knowledge :—but we per-
ceive the danger arifing from thence to
religion ; for the eye of the ignorant, the
bigot, and enthufiaft, caft up towards

S ¥ thefe
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thefe objedts, without the light of un-
derﬁandmg, introduced the worthip of

images, and at length the idols of OSIRIS .

and I1S1S became the Gods of the Egyp-
tians, without conveying to their devo-
tees the leaft idea of their great archetype.
Other nations (who had exprefled the at-
" tributes of the Deity by outward objeds,
or who had introduced pi¢tures into the
facred places, as ornaments, or rather to
aflift the memory, claim devout attention,
and warm the affettions) ran into the
fame error, and idols multlphed upon the
face of the carth. !
. Amongft the antients, the worfhipers
of idols, throughout the world, had at .
laft entirely loft the remembrance of the
original, of whefe attributes their images =
were at firft merely fymbols; and the
fecond darknefs in_religion was more
tremendous than "the firt, as it was
ftrengthned by prepoﬂ"eﬂion, cuftom, bi-
gotry, apd fuperftition. "

. Mofes had acquired the knpwledge of - -
the Egyptians, and derived the doétrines
of truth from the nghteous ones of the

‘ " nations
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~ mations of the eaft; he being alfo touched.
by divine influence, and thence ‘truly
comprehending the light from out the
darknefs, taught the people of Ifracl the
wortfhip of the true God, without-the
enigmas and pollutions of the idolatrous
nations which furrounded them. ‘

This was the fecond ®ra of the worih‘ip
of the God of nature;—and at this pe- .
riod the fecond ftage of mafonry arifes. -

The Ruler of the Jews, percciving how:
prone the minds of ignorant men were
~ to be led afide by thew and ceremony 3
and that the eye being caught by pomp.
~ and folemn rites, perverted the opinion,
and led the heart aftray ; and being con-
vinced that the magnificent feftivals, pro-
ceflions, facrifices, and ceremonials of the
idolatrous nations, impreffed the minds
of mankind with a wild degree of reve-
rence and enthufiaftic devotion, thought
it expedient for the fervice of the God
of Ifrael, to inftitute holy offices, though
in an humbler and lefs oftentatious mode;
well judging that the fervice and adoration

of the Deity, which was only cloathed in
) 13 . fim-

»
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fimplicity of manners and humble prayer,
muft be eftablithed in the judgment and
convition of the heart of man; with
which ignorance was ever waging war.

. In fucceeding ages, SOLOMON built
. A TEMPLE for the fervice of God, and
ordained its rights and ceremonies to be
performed with a fplendour equal to the
“1mmoft extravagant pomp of the idolaters.

As this TEMPLE * received the fe-
cond race of the fervants of the true God,
and as the true CRAFTSMEN. were
here proved in their work, I will crave
your attention to the circumftances which
‘are to be gathered from holy writ, and
“from hiftorians, touching this frudure,
as an illuftration of thofe fecrets in ma-
fonry, which may appear to my bre-

thren

# Ezekiel xliv. 2. ¢ The eaft gate fhall be fhut,
¢+ it {hall not be opened, and no man fhall enter in
¢ by it, becaufe the Lord, the God of Ifrael,
¢ hath entered in by it, therefore it fhall be fhut.”

Ver. 3. *¢ It is for the prince: the prince fhall
# fit in it to eat bread before the Lord.”

Ver. 4. ¢ Then brought he me by the way of
¢ the north gate before the houft.”
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thien dark or infignificant, ualefy they
are proved from thenee.

In the firft book of Kings, we are told
that <« HIRAM, King of Tyre, fent his
¢ fervants uato SOLOMOQN : and SQ-
“LOMON fent to HIRAM, faying,
¢ Behold I intend to build an houfe unto
¢ the name of the Lord my God.—And
* SOLOMON raifed a levy out of all
¢ Ifrael, and the levy was thirty thoufand
¢“ men—~And he fent them to Lebanon,
¢ ten thoufand a month, by courfes;—
«.a month -they were in Lebanon, and
¢ two months at home; and Adoniram
“ was over the levy.—~And SOLOMON .
¢ had threefcare and ten thoufand that
¢ bare burthens, and fomrfcore thoufand
“ hewers in the mountains,~—befides the
« chief of SOLOMON’s officers which
¢ were over the wark, three thoufand
¢« and three hundred, which ruled over
¢ the people which wrought in the work,
¢ —And the king commanded, and they
¢ brought great ftones, coftly ftanes, and
¢ hewed ftones, to lay the foundation of
¢¢ the houfe.—~And SOLOMON’s builders-
: “and HIRAM’s builders did hew them,
14 « and
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- ¢ and' the ftone-fquarers or GIBILITES.
¢ —In the fourth year was the founda-
“tion of the houfe laid, and in the
“ eleventh year was ‘the houfe finifhed
“ thréughout all the parts thereof, and’
¢ according to all' the fathion of it.—
¢ And King SOLOMON fent and fetched

“ HIRAM out of Tyre. He was a wi-

¢ dow’s fon of the tribe of Napthali, and
¢ his father was a man of Tyre, a worker
© “in brafs.—He caft two pillars of brafs,
‘¢ with two chapiters which were of lily-
‘¢ work, and he fet up the pillars- in the
¢ porch of the Temple.—~And he fet up
¢ the right pillar, and he called the name
- “ thereof JACHIN; and he fet up the left
< pillar, and called it BOAZ”—In the

fecond book of Chronicles, we read that

“ he fet three hundred and ten thoufand
~ ¢ of them to be bearers of burthens, and
¢ four{core thoufand to be héwers in the

' mountains, and three thoufind and fix
¢ hundred overfeers to fet the people a

¢ work—~And SOLOMON fent to HI-
“RAM, King of Tyre, to fend him a

“ man cunning to werk in gold and in

“ filver, in brafs, in iron, in purple, in

- %.crimfon, and in blue, - and tkilful in
: [13 en-
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« engravings.—And Hiram fent unto him
¢ a cunning man, endowed with the un-
¢ derftanding of Hiram his father—And
¢ he made the veil of the temple of blue,
< purple, crimfon, and fine linen—And
¢ he ‘made before the houfe two pillars,
« and called the name of that on the

¢ right hand JACHIN, and that on the
. < left BOAZ*. ' ‘

‘When

* The raifing pillars and obelifts was a cuftom .
of the eaftern nations, and of Egjspt in particular,
the ufe of which we are told was to record the
extent of dominion, and the tributes of ngtions {ub-

- je& to the Egyptian empire, &c. or in comme-

moration of memorable events.—Diodorus tells us,
that Sefy/fris fignalized his reign by the erection
of two obelilks, which were cut with a defign to
acquaint poftertity of the extent of his power,
and the' number of pations he had conquered..
Auguftus according to the report of Pliny, tran-
fported one of thefe obelifks to Rome, and placed
it in the Campus Martius. Pliny fays, the
Egyptians were the firft devifers of fuch monu-
ments, and that Meflres king of Heliopolis ereted
the firk. Mar/ham and others attribute the in-
vention to Fefoffris. The obelitk of Shannefes
exceeded all that had preceded it: Conflantine,
and Csnffans his fon, caufed it to be moved to
Rome, where it remains the nobleft piece of Egyp- -

"~ tian’
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- When this fplendid frufture was fi-
nifh’d, “ SOLOMON ftood before the
< altar of the Lord, in the prefence of alt
.« the congregation of ISRAEL, and
¢ {fpread forth his hands and faid, O
“ LORD GOD of Ifrael, there is no God
“ like thee in the heavén and in the
¢ earth:—O LORD MY GOD hearken
% unto the cry and the prayer which thy
¢ fervant prayeth before thee:—O LORD
¢ GOD turn not away the face of thine
<« anointed.”

I the condué of this great work,
we muft admire the fagacity of this pious
architeét;—he difcerned the neceflity there
was to affign to portions of his people,

- : the

tian antiquity cxlﬂmg in the world. Solomon had,
purfucd this cuftom in ere@ing his “pillars in the
porch of the Temple, which he defigned fhould be
2 memorial to the Jews as they entered the holy
place, to warm their minds with confidence and
faith; by this record of the promifes made by the.
_ Lord unto his father David, and which were re«
peated unto him in a viien, in which the voice of
God proclaimed, r Kings ix. §. « I will eftablif
¢« the throne of thy kingdom upon Ifracl for ever.”

]
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the particular labour they were to pur-
fue; he gave them particular figns and
fecret tokens,* by which each rank

fhould be diftinguithed, in order that the
- whole might proceed with propriety, and
~ without confufion;~he feleGed thofe of’

moft enlightened minds and comprehen-
five underftandings, religious men, pioufly
zealous in good works, as malters to fu-
perintend the workmen; men fkilful in
geometry and proportions, who had been
initiated and proved in the myftical learn-
ing of the antient fages; thofe he made
overfeers of the work:—the whole wag
- condudted with that degree of holy reve-
rence, that even the noife of a tool or in-
firument was not permitted to difturb
the facred filence on MORIALI, fandi-
fied by the prefence of the Almighty, and

by

* Thefe were meant for the better condu@ of
the work, and were totally abfiracted from thofe
#ther principles which were the foundation of our
profeffion ;—they were manual proofs of the pare
each was flationed to perform:—the light which
had poffefi’d the foul, and which was the fire
principle, wasin no wife to be diftinguithed by
fuch figns and tokens, or revealed, exprefled, or
sommunicated thereby. :

‘e
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by his miraculous works.---Was it not rea-
fonable then to conceive under this exalted
degree of pious attention, that no part of
this ftructure was to be formed, but by
men of pure hands and holy minds, who
had profefled themfelves devoted to the
fervice of the true God, and had enrolled
themfelves under the banner of true reli-
gion and virtue.—As the fons of Aaron
alone were admitted to the holy offices,
and to the facrificial rites, {fo none but
devotees were admitted to this labour.—
On this ftage, we fee thofe Religious who
_ kad received the truth, and the light of
underftanding as pofleflcd by the firft
men, embodied as artificers, and enga-
ged in this holy work as archites.—
This together with the conftruction of the
‘tabernacle under Mofes, are the firft in-
ftances of our predeceflors being exhibited
to the world as builders: for altho’, it is
not to be doubted, the fages amongft the
Hebrews, Egyptians, Perfians, Chaldeans;
Greeks; Romans, Bramins, Druids, and
Bards, underftood geometry and the rules
of proportion and numbers, yet we have
no evidence of their being the actual exe-
cutors of any plan in architecture ; and

yet
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yet without queftion they -were the pro-
]ec’tors and fupcrmtendants of fuch works
in every age and nation.

. Without fuch regulatiogs as Solomon
had devifed for the government of his
fervants, without fuch artificers, and a
fuperior wifdom over-ruling the whole,
we thould be at a lofs to account for the
beginning, carrying on, and finithing
that great work in the fpace of feven
years and fix months, when the two
- fucceeding temples, though much infex
rior, employed fo much more time; and
when we have good authority to believe
that the temple of Diana at Ephefus, a
firuéture not comparable to the temple at
jerufalem, was two hundred and twenty
.- years in building.

The building being conduéted by a fot
of Religious, makes it natural to conceive,
that from devotion and pious fervor, as
well as emulation, thofe employed had,
unceafing motives to prompt their dili-
gence, and preferve harmony and order;
as their labour was probationary, and led
to an advancement to fuperior privileges

higher
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higher points of knowledge, and at the

* laft to that honourable pre-eminence of
~a MASTER of the holy work.

SOLOMON himfelf was an extraordi-

nary perfonage, and his wifdom and mag-
" nificence had gained him the wonder and

attention of the neighbouring mnations j—

but this fplendid firuture, the wonder of
the earth, thus raifed by the pious hands

of men labouring in the worthip and fer-

. vice of the God of Ifrael, would of con-.
+ fequence extend his fame, and attract the

admiration of the more diftant parts of
the world:—his name and his artificers”
would become the wonder of mankind,
and his works' their example and emula-
tion : —from thence the MASONS of
SOLOMON would be difperfed into dif-
ferent ftates, to fuperintend the works of
“other princes, and there would convert
- infidels, initiate brethren in their myfte~
" ries, and extend their order over the dif-
tant quarters of the known world.

We find that the like diftinftion was
retained on rebuilding the temple in the

reign of Cyrus, and that the work was
. per
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pertormed by the religious of the If-
raelites, and not by ordinary mechanics;
for they refufed to admit the Samaritans
to a thare of the worl:, although they
petitioned it, under the denomination of
feryamts of the fame God:—but they
were rejefted, as unworthy of the works
of piety, and unacceptable to the God of
Hrael: for though they profefled them-
felves to be fervants of the trwe God,
they polluted their worthip by idols.

JOSEPHUS, in his Hiftory of the An-
tiquities of the Jews, fpeaking of SOLO-
MON’s going about to ere@ the Temple
at JERUSALEM, gives copies of the
epiltles which pafled between SOLOMON
and HIRAM of Tyre on that matter; and
which he fays remained in his days pre-
ferved in their books, and amongft the
Tywans alfo*. which epiftles are as fol-
low.

SOLO-

* Eufebius preparat. Evanget. ix. 33. 34. has
thefe Igtters, though greatly difguifed by Eupole-
meus, from whom Eufebius had his copies.
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SOLOMON to KING HIRAM.

¢ Know thou, that my. father would

¢ have built a temple to God, but was
"¢ hindred by wars and continual expedi-
¢ tions; for he did not leave off to over- -
¢ throw his enemies, till he made them
< all fubject to tribute:—But I "give
- ¢ thanks to God for the peace I at pre-
. ¢« fent enjoy, and on that account I am
¢ at leifure, and defign to build an houfe

« to God; for God foretold to my f ‘her,

¢ that fuch an houfe fhould be buut by

« me :—Wherefore I defire thee to fend -

« fome of thy fubjects with mine to

¢ Mount Lebanon, to cut down timber;

* for the Sidonians are more fkilful than

« our people in cutting of wood ;—as for

¢ wages for the hewers of wood, I will

s pay whatfoever price thou fhall deter- '

¢ mine.’

HIRAM to KING SOLOMON, -

¢ There is reafon to blefs God that he -
¢ hath committed thy father’s govern-
<« ment to thee, who art a wife man, and
“ endowed with all virtues :—As for my-

T “fclf
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¢ felf, I rejoice.at the condition thou art

“in, and will be fubfervient to theein -

“all thow requireft;—for when by my
¢« fervants I have cut down many and
“large trees, of Cedar and Cyprefs
« wood: I will fend them to fea, and
« will order my fubjeéts to make floats of
¢ them, and to fail to what place foever
“ of thy country thou fhalt defire, and
¢ leave them there; after which thy fer-
¢ vants may carry them to Jerufalem:
byt do thou take care to procure corn
¢ fGx. this timber, which we ftand in
¢ need of, becaufe we inhabit an ifland.”

JOSEPHUS, f{peaking of the progrefs
of the building, fays, ¢ Solomon fent for
“an artificer out of Tyre, whofe name .
“ was Hiram, by birth of the tribe of
“ Naphthali, on the mother’s fide.—This
< man was fkilful in all forts of works,
“ but his chief fkill lay in working in
« gold, in filver, and brafs: the one of
¢ the pillars which he fet at the entrance
“ of the porch at the right hand, he called
“« JACHIN, and the other at the left
¢ hand, he called BOAZ.”

* SOLOMON was wife in all the learn-
fard K -~ ing
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ing of the antients, he was poflefled of

- all the myftical knowledge of the eaftern

nations ; and to perfect the fame, was

“ enlightened by ‘the immediate gift of hea-

ven. —It was al}fo the mode and manners
of the times, in which the temple of Je-
rufalem was eretted, to ufe emblemati-
cal and fymbolic ornaments in the public
edifices; a fathion derived from the hie-
roglyphic monuments of the Egyptians,
and the myfterious mode in which their
fages concealed their wifdom and learn-
mng from the vulgar eye, and communi-

cated {cience to thofe of their own order

only.

The pillars eretted at the porch of the
temple were not only ornamental, -but-
alfo carried with them an emblematical
import in their names: BOAZ being in
its " literal tranflation, IN THEE IS
STRENGTH; and JACHIN, IT SHALL
BE ESTABLISHED; which by a very
patural tranfpofition  may be put thus:
O LORD, THOU ART MIGHTY, AND
THY POWER IS ESTABLISHED
FROM EVERLASTING TO EVER-
LASTING:—Or otherwife they might
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imply, as BOAZ was the father of DA~
VID, THE HOUSE OF DAVID
SHALL BE ESTABLISHED FOR
EVER. Iam juftified in this latter appli-
cation, by the exprefs words of NA-
THAN the prophet unto DAVID, in-
fpxxed by the vifion of the Lord,—2 Sam.
vil.’12. “ And when thy days be fulfilled,
 and thou fhalt fleep with thy fathers; I
¢ will fet up thy feed after thee, which
« fhall proceed out of thy bowels, and I
- will eﬂabliﬂ; his kingdom,”

- Ver. 13— He fhall . build an houfe
< for my name, and I will eftablith the
e “throne of his kingdom for ever.”

Ver. 16. ¢ And thine houfe and thy
¢ kingdom fhall be eftablithed for ever
« before thee; THY THRONE SHALL
« BE ESTABLISHED FOR EVER.”

" In commemoration of this great PRO-
MISE to the faithful, we ornament the
entrance into our LODGES with thefe
EMBLEMATICAL PILLARS; from our
knowledge of the completion of that
facred fentence accomplithed in the com-
mg of our REDEEMER, .
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LECTURE VIH.

g

On Geometry.

T is now incumbent upon me to de-

monftrate to you the great fignification

of the letter G, wherewith lodges and
the medals of mafons are ornamented.

~ Toapply its fignification to the name of
GOD only, is depriving it of part of its
MASONIC import; although I have
already fhewn that the fymbols ufed in
lodges are expreflive of the Divinity’s be-
ing the great objet of Mafonry, as archi-
tect of the world. S

This fignificant letter denetes GEO-
METRY, which'to artificers, is. the fci-
‘ o . ence
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eice by which all their labours are calcu-
lated and formed ; and to Mafons, con-
tains the determination, definition, and
proof of the order, beauty, and wonder-
ful wifdom of the power of God in his
creation,

. 'GEOMETRY is faid originally to have
fignified -nothing more than the art of
meafuring the -earth, or any diftances
or dimenfionis within it: but at prefent,
it denotes the fcience of magnitude ‘in
general, comprchendmg the doctrine and
relations of whatfoever is fufceptible of .
augmentation or diminution. So te
geometry, may be referred the conftruc-
tion not only of limes, fuperficies, and
folids; but alfo of time, velocity, num-
bers, we;ght, and many other matters,

This is a fcience which is faid to have
its rife,” or at leaft its prefent rules from
the Egyptians, Who, by nature, were un-
dét a neceflity of ufing it, to remedy the
confufion which generally happened in
their lands, by the overflowing of the
'Nlle, which carried away yearly all
L K 3 boun-

-»
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boundaries, and effaced all limits of their
pofleflions. Thus this fcience which con-
fifted only in its firft fteps of the means of
meafuring lands, that every perfon might
. have his property reftored to him, was
called geometry, or the art of meafuring
land: and it is probable, that the draughts
and {chemes the Egyptians were annually
compelled to make, helped them to dif-
cover many excellent properties of thofe
figures, and which fpeculation continu~
ally occafioned to be 1mpr0ved g

From Egypt GEOMETRY paﬂ'ed into
Greece, where it continued to receive
new improvements in the hands eof
THALES, PYFTHAGORAS, ARCHI-
MEDES, EUCLID, and others; the ele-
ments of geometry, which were written
by Euclid, teftify to us the great perfec-
tion to which this {cience was brought by
the antients, though much inferior to
- modern geometry. The bounds of which
by the invention of fluxions, and the
difcovery of an infinite order of cux'vcs,
are g'reatly enlargcd

The
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The ufefulnefs of geometry extends
to almoft every art and fcience :—by the
help of it aftronomers turn their obfer-
vations to advahtage ; regulate the dura-
tion of times, feafons, years, cycles, and .
epochas ; and meafure the diftance, mo-
tions, and magnitude of the heavenly
bodies.— It is by this fcience, that geo-
graphers determine the figure and mag-
‘nitude of the whole earth, and delineate
the extent and bearings of kingdoms,
provinces, oceans, harbours, and every
place upon the globe.—1It is adapted to
artificers in every branch ; “and from
thence, as I faid before, architeéts derive
their meafures, juftneffes, and proportions,

This naturally leads me to conjecture
. why the SQUARE is had by mafons, as
one of the LIGHTS of MASONRY, and
part of the furniture of the LODGE.
To explain my ideas on that matter, I
will only repeat to you the words of a
celebrated author, treating of the rife
and progrefs of {ciences :—He fays, « We
“ find nothing in antient authors to di-

' ¢ rect
K4
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¢« rect us to the exac order in which the
¢« fundamental principles ‘of meafuring
< furfaces were difcovered. They pro-
“ bably began with thofe furfaces which
<« terminated by right lines, and amongft
«¢ thefe with the moft fimple.—~It is hard
¢ indeed to determine which of thofe
- < furfaces,, which are terminated by a
¢ {mall number of right lines, are the
¢ moft fimple.—If we were to judge by
« the number of fides, the triangle has

« indifputably the advantage:—yet I am -

¢ inclined to think, that the fquare was
« the figure ‘which firt engaged the at-
“ tention of geometricians.—It was not
« till fome time after this, that they
¢ began to examine equilateral triangles,
<« which afe the moft regular of all trian-

¢« gular figures.—It is to be prefumed

<« that they underflood that retilinear
« figure firft, to which they afterwards
¢ compafed the areas of other polygons,
-« 35 they difcovered them—It was by
¢t that means the {quare became the com-
¢ mon meafure of all furfaces ;—for of all
« ages, and amongft all nations of which
«we have any knowledge, the fquare
¢ has always been that in planimetry,

¢ which

~

vy



.On GEOMETRY. 153
“ which the wunit is in arithinetic ; - for
¢ though in meafuring re@ilinear figures,
“ we are obliged to trefolve them into
“ triangles, yet the areas of thefe figures
“are always given in' the fquare.”—
Thence I am led to determine, that the
fquare was the firft and original figure in
geometry, and as fuch was mtroduced to
our lodges. - :

The fquare was the figure under which
the Ifraelites formed their encampments
in the wildernefs, and under which they
fortified or defended the holy tabernacle,
fanctified with the immediate prefence of
the Divinity. ,

" As I before declared it to be my opi~
nion, that this fociety was never formed
for, or of, a fet of working architeéts or
mafons; but as-a religious, focial, and
charitable eftablithment, and never were
embodied; or exhibited to the world as
builders, fave only under Mofes and at
thé Temple at Jerufalem, where with holy
hands they exccuted thofe works of piety,
as the patriarchs ereded altars to the ho-
nor of the Divirity, for their facrifices and
: reli-
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religiogs offices*;—fo I am perfuaded,
that the adoption of geometry by mafons,
or any emblem of that fcience, implies
no more than a reverence for fuch device
of the mind of man as fhould demon-
firate the wifdom of the Almighty in his
works, whereby the powers of Abrax are
defined, and the fyftem of the ftarry re-
volutions in the heavens determined.

- If we fhould .look upon the earth
with its produce, the ocean with its
tides, the coming and pafling of day,
the ftarry arch of heaven, the feafons
and their changes, the life and death
of man, as being merely accidents in the
hand of nature; we muft fhut up all
the powers of judgment, and yield our-
felves to the darkeft folly and igno-.
rance.—The augufl fcene of the planetary
fyftem, the day and night, the feafons in
their fucceflions, the animal frame, the
vegetation of plants, all afford us fubject
' : for

* Genefis iv. 3, 4.. u.x: 20. xxil. 9. xxviii, 18.
xxxiii. 20. xxxi. 7.

Exodus xx. 24." XxVii. 1. XxX. I.

Jothua xxii. 10, 11.
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for aftonithment : the greater too mighty,
but for the hand of a Deity, whofe works
they are;—the leaft too miractlous, but
for the wifdom of their God.

Then how much ought we to efteem
that {cience, through whefe powers it is
given to man to difcover the order of the
heavenly bodies, their revolutions, and
their ftations; thereby rcfolvmg the opera-
tions of the Dexty to an unerring fyftem,
proving the mightinefs of his works, and
the w:fdom of his decrees.

It is no wonder then that the firft infti-
tutors of this fociety, who had their eye on
the revelation of the Deity, from the ear-
lieft ages of the world, unto the days of
its perfeQion under the miniftry of the
Son of God, that they thould hold that
{cience hallowed amongft them, whereby
fuch lights were obtained by man, in the
difcovery of the great wifdom of the
Creator in the beginning. ‘

LEC-
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SELRSEE S RBE

LECTURE IX.

The Mafter Mafon’s Qrder.

A .S 1at firft propofed to inveftigate the
: three progreflive orders of Mafons,
Apprentices, Craftfimen, and Mafters, by
a definition and defcription of the feveral
tircumftanceés which attended the wor-
fhipers of the true God,~fo have I in the
former lectures thewn, that by order, in
the Apprentices, is implied the firft know-
fedge of the God of natuire; in the earlieft
ages of man.—Under the Craftfinen,. I
have thewn the Mofaic legation; and the
Jewith Temple at Jerufalem ; together
with the light which men received, for
the difcovery of the divine Wifdom, by
~ geo-

-
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geometrical folutions.—I- now proceed
to the third ﬂage, the moft facred and
folemn order of Mafons, the MASTER
MASON’S ORDER.

Under the Jewith law, the fervice of
God became clouded and obfcured by
ceremonies and rites, which had daily
crept in upon it, throngh imitation of the
neighbouring heathen.— When the mo-
rals of the Jewith nation were corrupted,
civil jurifdition reeled upon its throne—
ipnovations fapped the religious rule, and
anarchy fucceeded.— No fooner was thjs
compaét loofened, than the ftrength of
the Jews was diflolved, and the heathen
triumphed in Jerufalem. ,

The gracious Divinity, perceiving the
ruin which was overwhelming mankind,
in his benevolence, was moved to redeem
ys.—He faw that the revelation which.
he had deigned to make of his divinity,
might, majefty, and wifdom to the Jewifh
tribes, was not fufficient to preferve them
in their duty: he weighed the frailty of
mankind in the balance which his juftice

’ fuf-
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fufpended, and to their deficiencies he -

beftowed his mercy.—The Egyptians had -
abufed their learning and wifdom ;—the

~ Jews had polluted God’s ordinances and

laws;—and Sin had made her dominion
in the ftrong places of the earth, '

Piety, which had planned the Temple
at Jerufalem, was expunged ;—the reve-
rence and adoration due to the Divinity,
was buried in the filth and rubbifh of
the world ;—perfecution had difperfed the
few who retained their obedience, and
the name of the true God was almoft to-
tally loft and forgotten among men;—
Religion fat mourning in Ifrael in fack-
cloth and afhes, and Morality was fcat-’
tered as it werc by the four winds of the

- In this fituation, it might well be faid,
¢ That the guide to heaven was loft, and
« the mafter of the works of rlghteouf-
“ nefs was {mitten.”—The nations had
given themfelves up to the groffeft idola-
try; Solomon had fallen, and the fervice
of the truc God was effaced, from the

© memory
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memory of thofe who had yielded them-
felves-to the domlmon of fin,

- In order that mankmd might be pre-

ferved from this deplorable eftate of dark-

nefs and deftruétion, and AS THE OLD
.LAW WAS DEAD AND BECOME

ROTTENESS, a new dd&rine, and new

precepts were wantmg to glve the key
_ to falvation; in the language of which
we might touch the ear of an offended
~ Deity, and bring forth hope for eternity.

TRUE RELIGION was fled:—* Thofe
¢ who fought her through the wifdomr .
“ of the antients were not able to raife
- « her, fhe eluded the grafp, and their
-« polluted hands were ftretched forth in
¢« vain for her reftoration.”—7Thofe who
fought her by the old law were fruftrated,
for < Death had ftepped between, and
« Corruption defiled the embrace;” Sin
‘had befet her fteps, and the vices of the
world had overwhelmed her.

- The great Father of all, commiferating
the miferies of the world, fent his only
Son, who was INNOCENCE itfelf, to
‘ teach

N
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teach the doftrine of falvation;—by
whom ‘'man was raifed from the death of
fin, unto the life of righteoufnefs ;—from

‘the tomd of corruption unto the cham-

bers of hope;—from the darknefs of def< -
pair to the celeftial beams of faithj+—and
not only working for us this redemption, .
but making with us the covenant of re-
generation; whence we are become the
children of the Divinity, and inheritors of
the realms of Heaven.

' We MASONS, defcribing the deplora’
ble eftate of religion under the Jewifh law,
fpeak in figures:—< Her tomb was in
<« the rubbith, and filth caft forth of the
« temple, and ACACIA wowe its branches
¢ over her monument ;> oxaxia being the
Greek word for innocence, or being free
from fin; implying that the fins and
corruptions of the old law, and devotees
of the Jewifh altar, had hid religion frona
thofe who fought her, and fhe was. only
to be found where INNOCENCE fur-
vived, and under the banner of the di-
vine Lamb;—and as to ourfelves pro-~
fefling that we were to be diftinguifhed
. . by-



MASON’S ORDER. 161 .

by our ACACY, or as true ACACIANS
in our religious falth and tenets¥.

The acqu:ﬁtxon of the doétrine of re.
demption, is exprefled in the typical cha-
rater. SfHUR AMEN (Hu‘na,uer, mvem)
and by the applications of that name with
mafons, it is implied, that we have dif-
covered the knowledge of God and of
his falvation, and have been redeemed

L : from

« ® Acacia—AKAKITA, in antiquity a roll or
bag, reprefented on the medals of the Greek and
Roman Emperors: fome think it is only an hand-
kerchief, which they ufed as a fignal; others take
it for a volume or roll of memorandums or peti.
tions; and others will have it to be a purple bag
filled with earth, to remind the prince of his mor-
tality. Acacians (Acaciani) in church hiftory,

_ the name of a fec of religious and profeffed chrif-
tians, fome of whom maintained, that the Son
was only of a like, not the fame, fubflance with-
the Father; and others, that he was not only of
a diftin&, but alfo of a diffi mllar fubftance.—
Acacy, (in Johnfon’s Di&tionary) axaxia Gr. in-
nocence, or being free from fin,
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from the death of fin, and the fepulchre
of pollution and unrighteoufnefs¥*.

Thus the MASTER MASON re-
prefents a man under the chriftian doc-
trine, faved from the grave of iniquity,
and raifed to the faith of falvation.

As the great teftimonial that we are
rifen from the ftate of corruption, we
bear the emblem of the HOLY TRINITY,
- as the infignia of our vows, and of the
“origin of the Mafter’s order.— This em-

blem

* * The mafon advancing to this flate of ma-
fonry, pronounces his own fentence, as confeflional
of the imperfe&ion of the fecond flage of his pros
feflion, and as probationary of the exalted des
gree to which he afpires, in this Greek diftich,
Tuuboryoew, Strao tumulum: ¢ I prepare my fe-
¢¢ ptilchre ; I make my grave in the pollutions of
« the earth; I am under the thadow of death.”—
This diftich has been vulgarly corrupted among
us, and an expreflion takes its place {carcely fimie

lar in found, and entxreiy inconfiftent .wirth ma-
fonry, and unmeaning in itfelf,
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blem is given by geometricians as a de-
monfiration of the Trinity in Unity.
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our profeflion are folemn and tremen-
dous; during which a facred awe is dif-
fufed over the mind, the foul is firuck
with reverence, and all the fpiritual fa.
culties are called forth to worfhip and
adoration.

This our order is a pofitive contra-
diftin&ion to the-judaic, blindnefs and in-
fidelity, and teftifies our faith concerning
the refurrection of the body.

The divine conftru&ion put upon this
, emblem of the Mafter’s Order, which he
declares, is the principle by which he is -
raifed from darknefs ; fo it is alfo the
emblem of moral duties profeffed by the
mafon, and which in former ages were
moft religioufly performed. Thefe alfo
are principles immediately- refultmg from
the chriftian doétrine.

The MASTER MASON impofes a
~duty on himfelf, full of moral virtue and
“chriftian charity, by enforcing that bro-
‘therly love which .every man {héuld exe
“tend to his nexghbour. : .,

. L.
NN e

Fms’l'
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- - FIRST. That when the calamities of
our brother call for our aid, we fhould
not: withdraw the hand that might fuftain
him from finking; but that we fhould
render -him thofe fervices, which, not in-
cumb’ring er injuring our families or for-<
tunes, charity and religion may dictate for
the faving of our fellow-creature. :

- SECOND. From which purpofe, indo-
kence thould not perfuade the foot to
halt, or wrath turn our ﬁeps out of the
way : but forgetting injuries and felfith
feelings, and rememb’ring that man was
born for the aid of his generation; and Ro€
for his own enjoyments only, but to do
that which is good; we fhould be fwift
to have mercy, to fave, to {trengthen,
and execute benevolence. :

- THIRD. As the good things of this
kfe are partially difpenfed, and fome are
opulent whilft others are ‘in diftrefs; fuch:
principles alfo enjoin a mafon, be he
ever fo poor, to teftify.his good-will to-

)t

E
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TUE AND BENEVOLENCE are not
confined to the walks of opulence;—the
rich man, from his many talents, is ze-
quired t0 make extenfive works under
the principles of virtye; and yet pavesty
is no excufe for an omiffion: of that exery
cife; for as the cry of innocence afcendeth
up to heaven, as the voice of babes and
fucklings reach the threne of God, and
as the breathings of a contrite heart are
heard in the regions of dominien s fo a
mafon’s prayers, devoted - to; the ‘welfarg
of his brother, are required of him. .

, FOURTH. The fourth principle. is
agxor to_injure the confidence; of youn
brother, by revealing his fecrets;  for pera
haps, that were to rab him of the guard
which proteds his property or hfe —The
tongue of a mafon thould be void of of~
fence, and without guile ;—{peaking truth
with difcretion, and keeping itfedf within
the rule’ of Judgmcnt'—mamtammg a
hegrt void of. unchmtablenc(s,

. up fecrets, and commu;ung in chari

aqd love, :

;rx" -——,‘A,"l‘
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. FIFTH.: Of charity. - So much is re-
quired of a mafon, in bis gifts, as dif-
eretion fhall limit ;— charity begins at
home, -but like a frpitful olive tres,
planted by the fide of 2 fountam, whofe
bougrhs over-thoot the wall, fo is cha-
rity : it fpreads its arms abroad from the
firenigth and opulence of its ftation, and
lendeth its thade for the repoft and re-
lief. of thofe who are gathered under its
branches.—Charity, when given with
imprudence, is no longer a virtue; but
when flowing from abundance, it is glo-
rious as the beams of morning, in whofe
beauty thoufands rejoice. When dona-
tions, extorted by pity, are detrimental
to a man’s family, they become facrifices
to fuperftition, and, like incenfe to idols,
are difapproved by heaven.

As Mofes was commanded -to pull his
fhoes from off his feet, on Mount Horeb,
becaufe the ground whereon he trod was
fandtified by the prefence of the Divinity;
fo the mafon who would prepare himfelf
for this third ftage of mafonry, flrould
advance in the naked paths of truth, .

L4 be T
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be divefted of .cvery degree of arrogance
and comeé as a true ACACIAN, with
fteps of innocence, humility, and virtue,
to challenge the enfigns of an order,
whofe inftitutions arife on the moft fo-

lemn and facred principles of religion.

LEC-
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LECTURE X

The Secrecy of Mafons. -

N this age, when every thing ferious

is received with laughter, every thing-
. religious treated with contempt, and
whatever is moral, fpurned from the
doors of the polite; no wonder if my
intentions to prove this fociety of reli-
gious as well as civil inftitution, is ndl-
culed and defplfed

It is not to be doubted many affem-
blies of MASONS were held before the
chriftian zra; the firft ﬁage of mafonry
took its rife in the earlieft times, was ori-
ginated in the mind of ADAM, defcended

: . pure
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pure through the antedeluvian.ages, was
afterwards taught by HAM, and from him,
amidil the corraptions of trankind, flowed
unpolluted and unftained with idalatry to
thefe our times, by the channel of fome
few of the SONS OF TRUTH, who
remained uncontaminated with the fins
of nations; faving to us pure and {potlefs
principles, together with the original fym- *
bols.—Thefe antients, enlightned with
original truth, were difperfed through
many ftates; —they were called to join
the Jewith nation; and many of them be-
came united with that people. The WISE-
HEARTED were employed in the come
firuétion of the tabernacle of Mofes, they
twere embodied at the building pof the
temple at Ierufalem, and -might from
thence emigrate into diftant countries,
where they. would fuperintend other re<
ious works, The ceremonies now
known to mafons, preve that -the tefti-
monials and infignia of the Mafters’ or-
der; in the prefent ftate of mafomy, were
‘devifed within the ages of chriftianity,
and I am confident there are not any re-
¢ords in being, in any nation, of in any
hnguage, which can fhew them to be-
per~

*
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pertinent’ to any other fyflem,- or gwc
them greater antxqmty

:ln(thgs ceuntxjy, under the Druids, the
ﬁrﬁ principles of our profeflion moft affu-
redly werc taught and exercifed : how foon
‘the fecond fage and its ceremonials were
promulged after the building of the tem-
' ple at.Jerufalem, we have no degree of
evidence. As to the third and moft fa-
cred order, no doubt it was adopted up-
on the converfion of thefe who attended
- the DPRUIDICAL WORSHIP, who had

- profeffed the adoration of the ONE SU-
PREME BEING, and who readily would. -
receive .the doéirines of a MEDIATOR;,
ai fyfrem in religion which had led the.
fuges of old into innumerable errors, and.
at hft confounded. them with 1dolztry

. Under our prcfent profeflion of ma-

fonry, we alledge our morality was ori-
ginally deduced from the {chool of Py-
thagoras, and that the Bafilidian fyftem
df religion furnithed us with fome tenets,
principles, and hieroglyphics : but thefe,
together with the Egyptian fymbols ‘and
Judaic monuments, are colle¢ted only as
a fuc- .
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a fucceflional feries of circumflances,
which the devotees of the Deity, in dif-
ferent and diftant ages of the world, had
profefled ; and are all refolved into: the
prefent fyftem of mafonry, which-is made
perfe® in the do&rine of chriftianity ¢
from thefe united members gaining alone
that evidence of antiquity; which fhews
that we are defcendants of the firft wor-
ﬂlippers of the Deity.

- That there were builders of cities,
towers, temples, and fortifications, from
the earlieft ages, is indifputable;—but
that the artificers were. formed into bo-
dies, ruled by their own proper laws,.
and knowing myfteries and fecrets which-
were kept from the world, I am greatly
. doubtful:—for fo plain, eafy, and intel-
llglblc is the mechanic art of building,
that it is comprehenfible to any capacity,
and needed not to be wrapped- up in-
myflic rules; neither was there any. oc-
- cafion for thc artificers to go. about as.
conjurers, profefling a {cicnce unrevcaled

to the world.

)

;.Man,
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Man would be taught building by the
animals. daily under his obfervation: -the
fox, the rabbit, and many other crea-
tures, form themfelves caves; the beaver
is an archite& in wood, and builds hovels
and theds; the birds at a feafon for their
increafe, prepare their nefts for the pro- -
tection of their young;.the bee labours in
conftrufling - cities and ftore-houfes; the
- ants are cloiftered in their little mount,
perforated with labyrinths, where: their
provender and progeny are fecured.—All
thefe would inftru&® men in building ;—
{o that whilft our race were reaping the
- firft rudiments of knowledge from the
book of nature, after the darknefs whick
had overwhelmed them.in their’ difobe-
_dience, this could remain no fecret. =~ -

Befides, if we thould be refolved into
the fucceflors of mechanics, and as fuch,
thould take our grand pragrefs from the
building of the temple at Jerufalem, we
fhall find, that HIR AM, who was fent
from Tyre to affift in that ftruture, had
not his excellence in architecture only,
. but in ‘molten work, and. alfo in dying,

IV SERN as .

-«
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as is faid in Chronicles : < He was fkilful
 to work in filver and gold, in bras, in
“1iron, in ftone, and in timber, in pur-
‘¢ ple, ‘in blue, in fine linen, and' in crim.
« fon; alfo to grave all manner of-gra-
« ving.”—He was the fubje& of a ftate,
wherein the worflrip of idols was eftab-
lithed.—This kind of religion gave en-
couragement to, and greatly advanced
the fine artS, as it employed ftatuaries)
fculptors, painters, and thofe who made
graven images.~Solomon ornamented his
temple with cherubins and palm trees,
fruits and flowers : from whence I do not
doubt Hiram’s knowledge was in the bu-
finefs of a ftatuary and painter, that he
made graven images of ftone and wood,
and molten images in metals.—In Kings,
- it is fard only, # that Hiram was filled
¢ with wifdom and underftanding, and
cunning to work all works in brafs.”—
As to-Solomon’s part in this great firuc-
ture,; he being inclined to this. mighty
work. of piety through the ordinances of
heaven, and the promifes made to his fa-
ther David, was the executor of that
plan which was revealed to him frém ae

bove:—he called forth the fages and relir
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gious men amongft his people to perform
the work i—he claffed them according to
their rank in their religious profeflion; as
the priefts of the temple were ftationed in-
the folemn rites and ceremonies inftituted
there.~This diftinGtion was maintained
in moft religious focieties, but -efpeciaily.
with the primitive chriftians.~—~The cho-
“fen ones of Solomon, asa pious and holy
duty, conducted the work.—If we regard:
them as architects by profeflion, by reafon
of this duty, fo we may Abel, Noah,
Abraham, Jacob, Mofes, and David, by
reafon of the building of their altars,
which were no other than works of piety’
and devotion.—From thofe circumftances,’
I am bold to-fay, that if we trace -thé
antiquity of mafonry on .the operative*
principles, and derive fuch principles from*
the building of Solomoen’s Temple, we
may as well “claim all the profeflions whiclr
Hiram excelled in:—but I will-deave this:
fpeculation for more matcrnl fubjeéts. -

Some- mafters of deuga have brought~ .
their works to a ﬁngular juftnefs, fyme
metry, and order, in Egypt and Greece,
mn Italy and many other European ftates:

. but
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but they, like proficients in painting and
mufic, had their excellence from a degree
of genius and tafte peculiar to themfelves.
—It was a fingular gift, and they needed
not myfteries to keep it fecret; for as
men’s geniufes are as various.as. their fea-
tures, fo was this excellence in architec-
ture as free from ufurpation, as if it hdd
been wrapped up. in the moﬁ profound

mag1c

Tam pcrfuaded there was no occafion
to form fuch fecret rules for the compa&
of operative mafons :— Solomon, for the
conduét of fuch a multitude, wifely pre-
ferved the order of the religious, and the
myfteries of their initiation, for the rule of
his people employed in the temple.—Af-
furedly the fecrets revealed to us were for
other ufes than what relate to labounng
up mafles of ftone ; and our fociety, as it
now ftands, is an aflociation on religious
and charitable -principles ; which princi-
ples were inftituted and arofe upon the
knowledge of God, and in the chriftian
revelation.

VSoon
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Soen after the.time “tHat chriftianity
became the -eftablifthed religion of this
country, -the profeflors of it employed
themfelves in founding religious houfes,
and in the building of places of public
worfhip.—On any reform of religian, it is
obfervable the firft profeflors are inclina-
ble to enthufiafm.—Such was the cafe in
this land, on the advancement of the.
chriftian doétrine:—a fervor for endow-
ments infatuated the minds of the. con-
verted ;—certain days were afligned for
the purpofe of attending to religious
works and edifices, called hally-wark-
days; on which no man, of what pro-
feflion, rank, or-eftate foever, was ex-
empt from attending that duty.—Befides,
there were a fet of men called haly-werk-
folk¥, to whom were affigned certain

M lands,

* De Hermitorio Finchalenfis Ranulphus Dei
gratia Dunelmenfis Epifcopus omnibus hominibus
fuis Francis et Anglis de haly werc folc falutem,
&c.

Many other grants are in my pofleflion of this
kind. Ralph Flamberd was confecratcd Bifhop
of Dyrham in 10g9.
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lands, which they held by the fervice of
repairing, defending;, or building chiirches
and fepulchres ; for which pious labeurs

they were exempt from all feodal and
military fervices : thefe men being ftone-
cutters and builders, might alfo be of our.
profeflion, and moft probably they were
feletted from thence, the two being in no
wife incompatible avith each other.—The
county of Durham ¥ entertained a parti-
cular fet of thofe haly-werk-folk who
were guards of the patrimony and holy
fepulchre of St Cithbert.— Thefe men
come the neareft to a fimilitude of Solo-
mon’s mafons, and to the title of FREE
AND ACCEPTED MASONS, of any
degree of architeéts T have gained any
knowledge of : but whether their initia-
tion was attended with any peculiar cere-
monies, or by what laws they.were regu-
lated, I have not been able to difcover;
and muft lament, that in the church re-
cords of Durham, or in any public office
there, there are not the leaft remains. of
evidence, touching thefe people and the

con-

* Hift. Dunelm. apud Wartoni Aug. Sax. -
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{titution of théir fociety. It was a matter
to be coveted by me, letturing on this
fubjet, as moft probably fuch conftitution
or evidence would have confirmed every
hypothefis I have raifed on the definition
of our emblems and myfterjes.

The - emblems ufed by thefe people,
very much refembled thofe of our fociety, .
* feveral tokens of which have been found
of late years in pulling down old ruins.—
It is much to be withed, that thofe noble-
men, &c. in whofe pofleflion antient ab-
beys ftand, would on all occafions of pul-
ling down or repairing, give inftructions
to their workmen, to preferve with care
any. antique marks, characters, or em-
blems they may find.—There are fome
double walls, or hollow pillars, in which
fuch things were depofited. —Few men
will be at the expence of dlggmg to the
foundations of fuch bulldmgs, where
valuable marks and curious infcriptions
would. be found on the foundation or
what was called the angle-flone, which
formed a perfect cube.—This was a very"
antient cuftom: the unbelieving Jews ac-
cufed ‘our. Saviour of haging -tolen the

M 2 7 - myftic
# '3, T
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myftic words, the TEFTRAGRAMMA.-
TON, or URIM AND THUMMIM,
from the foundation of the temple at
- Jerufalem, which they faid he carried
concealed about him, whereby he was
enabled to work his miracles. -

Soon after the progrefs of chriftianity
in this land, all Europe was inflamed with
the ery and madnefs of an enthufiaftic
monk, who prompted the zealots in re-
ligion to the holy war; in which, for the
purpofe of recovering the holy city and
Judea out of the hands of infidels, armed
legions of faints, devotees, and enthu-
fiafts, in tens of thoufands, poured forth
from every ftate of Europe, to wafte their
blood and treafure, in a purpofe as barren
and unprofitable as impolitic.

. It was deemed neceffary that thofe
who took up the enfign of the crofs in-
this enterprize, fhould form themfelves
into fuch- focicties as might fecure them
from f{pies and treacheries ; and that
each might knew his companion afld
brether labourer, as well in the dark'as
by day As it was with Jeptha’s army

at
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at the pafles of Jordan, fo alfo was -
it requifite in thefe expeditions that
certain figns, fignals, watch-words, or
pats-words, - thould be known amongft
them ; for the armies confifted of various
‘nations and various languages.—We are
told in the book of Judges, ¢ that the
¢ Gileadites took the paffes of jordan
“ before the Ephraimites ; and it was fo,
¢ that when thofe Ephraimites which
¢ were efcaped faid, let me go over, that
< the men of Gilead faid unto him, Art
¢ thou an Ephraimite? If he faid nay,
¢ then faid they unto him, fay now Shib-
¢ boleth, and he faid Sibboleth, for he
< could not frame to pronounce it right,
¢¢ Then they took them and flew them at

¢ the paflage of Jordan.*” _
M3 No

* The application which is made of the word S55-.
Bsleth amongh mafons, is as a telimony of their re.,
taining their original vow uninfringed, and their firft
faith with the brotherhoed uncorrupted. And to
render their words and phrafes more abftrufe and,
obfcure, they fele@ted fuch as by acceptation in the
fcriptures, or otherwife, might puzzle the ignorant,

by a double implication.—~Thus Sibboleth, fhonld we
: ‘ : have
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No project or device could anfwer the
purpofes of the crufadors better than thofe
of mafonry :--the maxims and ceremonials
attending the Mafter’s order had been

. pre-

have adopted the Elufimian ‘myfteries, would anJ
{wer as an avowal of our profeflion, the fame im=
plying, Ears of Corn; but it has its etymology
or derivation from the following compounds in
the Greek tongue, as it is adopted by mafons,’
viz. Si€0, Colo, and Alos, Lapis; fo S:€o-aifory
Sibbolithon, Colo Lapidem, implies, that they re
tain and keep inviolate their obligations, as the
Furamentum per Jovem Lapidem, the moft obliga.
tory oath held amongft the heathem.—¢¢ The name
L Lapns, or, as others write, Lapideus, was given
¢¢ to Jupiter by the Romans, who conceived that’
¢¢ Juramentum per Jovem Lapidem, an oath by
¢ Juplter Lapis, was the mofl obligatory.oath;
¢ and it is derived either from the ftone which was
s prefented to Saturn by his wife Ops, who faid
«t that it was Jupiter, in which fenfe Eufebius
¢¢ fays that Lapis reigned in Crete : or from lipide
¢¢ filice, the flint ftone, which in making bargains
s¢ the fwearer held in his hand and faid, «If
¢ knowingly I deceive, fo let Diefpiter, faving
¢¢ the city and the capital, caft me away from all
, *¢ that’s good, as I calt away this ftone.” Wheres

. ¥ upoa he threw the tone away.” T
' Pantheon,
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previoufly eftablithed, and were materi-
ally neceffary-on that expedition ; for as .
the Mahomedans were alfo worfhippers of
the Deity, and as the enterprizers were
fecking a country where the mafons were
in the time of Solomon called into an
aflociation, and where fome remains would
certainly be found of the myfteries and
wifdom of the antients and of our prede-
ceffors. Such degrees of mafonry as ex-
tended only to the acknowledgment of
their being fervants of the God of nature,
would not have diftinguithed them from
thofe they had to encounter, had they
* not aflumed the fymbols of the chriftian
faith, A

All the learning of Europe in thofe
times, as in the ages of ‘antiquity, was
poflefled by the religious s—théy had ac-
quired the wifdom of the antlents, and
the original knowledge which was in the
beginning, and now is, THE TRUTH;
—many of them had been initiated into
the myfteries of mafonry ;—they were the
projectors of this enterprize, and as Solo-
moon in the building of the temple, intro-
duccd orders and regulations for the con-

My . duct
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duét of the work, which his wifdom' had
been enriched with from the learning of
the fages of antiquity, fo that no confu-
fion fhould happen during its progrefs,
and fo that the rank and office of each
fellow-labourer might be diftinguifhed and
afcertained beyond the 'poffibility of de-
ceit; in like manner the priefts projecting:
the crufades, being poflfefled of the myf-
teries of mafonry, the knowledge of the
" antients, and of the univerfal language
which furvived the confufion of Shinar,
revived the orders and regulations of So-
fomon, and initiated the legions therein-
who followed them to the Holy Land :—
hence that fecrecy Wthh attended the.
crufaders. :

Among& other evidence which autho-.
. rizes me in the conje&ure that mafons-
went to the holy wars, is the dectrine of
that order of mafons, called the HIGHER
ORDER. Iam induced to believe that
order was of Scottith extraction; feparate
nations might be diftinguithed by fome
feparate order, as they were by fingular-
enfigns : but be that as it may, it fully

proves to me that mafons were crufaders.
As
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As my intention in this lecture was
not omly to fpeculate on the antient fe-
crecy amongit mafons, but alo to treat
of the fecrecy of mafons in this age, I
muft therefore turn my thoughts to the
importance fecrefy is now of amongft us,
when there are no holy ftru&ures to ere,
no hely wars to wage, and nothing but
charity and brotherly love to cherifh a-
mong mafons. :

This inflitution, which was firft founded
in the myferies of religion, as I have be-
fore: rehearfed to you, is now maintained
by us on the principles of lending mutual
aid and confolatton to each other~How
fhould we be able to difcern the brethren.
of this family, but through fuch tokens
as fhould point them out from othér men?
Language is now provincial, and the dia-
le@&s of different mations would not be
comprehenfible to men ignorant and un-
lettered. Hence it became neceflary to.
ufe an cxpreflion which fhould be cog-
nizable by people of all nations.—So it is
with mafons ;—they are pofleffed of that
univerfal expreflion, and of fuch remains

of
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of the original language, that they can
communicate their hiftory, their wants,
and prayers, to every brother mafon
throughout the globe :—from whence, it
is certain, that multitudes of lives have
been faved in foreign countries, when
~ thip-wreck and mifery had overwhelmed
them : when robbers had pillaged, when
ficknefs, want, and mifery had brought
them even to the brink of the grave, the
difcovery of mafonry has faved them: -
the difcovery of being a brother, hath
ftaid the favage hand of the conqueror,
lifted in the field of battle to cut off the
captive ; hath withheld the {word im-
brued in carnage and {laughter, and fub-
dued ‘the infolence of triumph to pay
homage to the craft. ‘ '

The importance of fecrecy with us, is
fuch, that we may net be deceived in
the difpenfing of our charities ;—that we
may not be betrayed in the tendernefs of
our benevolence, and’ others ufurp the
portion which is prepared for thofe of
our own family. ' '

Te
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To betray the watch-word, which
thould keep the enemy from the walls
of eur citadel, fo as to open our ftrong-
holds to robbers and deceivers, is as great
a moral crime, as to thew the common
thief the weaknefles and fecret places of
our neighbour’s dwelling-houfes, that he
may pillage their goods—Nay it is fiill
greater, for it is like aiding the facrile-
- gious robber to ranfack the holy places,
and fteal the facred veflels devoted to
the moft folemn rites of religion.—1It is
fnatching from the divine hand of cha-
rity, the balm which fhe holds forth to
~ heal the diftreffes of her children; the cor-
dial cup of confolation, which the offers
to the lip of calamity, and the fuftenance
her fainting infants fhould receive from
the bofom of her celeftial love.

As this then is the impoftance'of_ ma-
fons fecrecy, wherefore thould the world
wonder that the moft profligate tongue
which ever had expreflion hath nat re-
vealed it ? The fport is too criminal to
afford delight even to the wickedeft of
mankind; for it muﬂ: be wantonnefs only

which
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which could induce any man to divulge
it, as no profit could arife therefrom, nor
{felfith view be gratified.—It was men-
tioned by divine lips as.a crime not in
nature: ¥ What man is there of you,
¢ whom if his fon afk for bread, will
¢ give him a ftone; or if he atk a fith,
“ will give him a ferpent?’—Then can
there be a man fo iniquitous among ma-
_fons, as to guide the thief to fteal from
his fick brother the medicine which fhould
reftore his health? the balfam which thould
clofe his wounds? the cloathing which
fhould fhield his trembling limbs from the
feverity of the winter? the drink which
fhould moiften his fainting lip? the bread
which fhould fave his foul alive?

~ Such is the importance of our fecrecy:

—were there no other ties upon our af-
fections or confciences, than merely the
fenfe of the injury we fhould do to the
poor and the wretched, by a tranfgreffion
of this rule, I am perfuaded it would be
fufficient to lock up the tongue of every
man who profefleth himfelf to be a MA-
SON.

LEC-
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LECTURE XIL

Of Charity.

S one of the principal charaéteriftics
: of a Mafon, in this lefture, I will
treat of CHARITY.

I do not mean to make firitures on
that modern error - of indifcriminately
difpenfing alms to all fuppliants, without
regard to -their real wants or real merits;
whereby the hypocrite and knave often
cat the bread which virtue in diftrefy
ought to be relieved by.—This is a mif-
taken charalter of charity, in which fhe
is too often abufed.—Though the boun-
ties of benevolence and compaffion are
given with a righteous with, yet they
thould be ruled by diferetion. The
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The antients ufed to depi&t the virtue
CHARITY, in the charaéter of a goddefs,
feated in a chair of ivory, with a-golden
tire upen her head, fet with precious
ftones : —her vefture, like the light of
heaven, reprefented univerfal berevo-
lence; her throne was unpolluted and
unfpotted by paflions and prejudices;
and the gems of her fillet reprefented
the ineftimable bleflings which flowed
varioufly from her bounty, -

. They alfo reprefented the charities,
otherwife called the graces, under three
perfonages:—one of thefe was painted
with her back towards us, and her face
forward, as proceeding from us; and the
other two with their faces towards us, to
denote, that for one benefit done we
thould receive double thanks :—they were
painted naked, to intimate that geod of-
fices thould be done without diflembling
and hypocrify : —they were reprefented
young, to fignify that the remembrance
of benefits thould never wax old :—and -
alfo ldiughing, to tell us that we fhould
do good to others with chearfulnefs ‘and

Ctalae
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alacrity.—They were reprefented linked
. together, arm in arm, to inftruct us that
one kindnefs fhould prompt another; fo
that the knot and bond of love fhould be
indifloluble—The poets tell us, that they
ufed to wath themfelves in the fountain
Acidalius, becaufe benefits, gifts, and
good-turns ought to be fincere and pure,
and not bafe, fordid, and counterfeit.

CHARITY, in the works of moralifts,
is defined to be the love of” our brethren,
or a kind of brotherly affection one to-
wards another.—The rule and ftandard
that this habit is to be examined and re-
gulated by among chriftians, is the love
we bear to ourfelves, or that the Me-
“diator bore towards us;—that is, it muft
be unfeigned, conftant, and out of no
other defign than their happinefs.

Such. arc the general fentiments which
the antients entertained of this virtue,
and what the modern moralifts and chrif~
-t:ans define it to be at this day. *:

In what chara&er CHARITY {hould
be recewed among mafons, is now my

- purpofe

3
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purpofe to define, as it ftands limited to
-omr awn fociety.* .
As being fo limited, we are not through
that channel fubjet to be impofed an by
falie pretences; and are certain of the
proper and merited adminiftration of i,
It is hence to be hoped, that it exifts
with us without diflembling or hypocrify,
and lives in fincerity and truth :—that be-
: nefits

- * The principles which alone fhould attend a

candidate far initiation te our fociety, are pathe-

tically reprefented in the following pfalm.
Psavm XV. :

1. “ Lord, who fhall abide in thy tabernacle?
#¢ who fhall abide in thy holy hill 2* :

2. ¢ He that walketh uprightly and worketh
¢ righteoufnefs, and fpeaketh the truth in his
¢ heart.” )

- 3. ¢ He that backbiteth not with his tongue,
s nor doth evil to his neighbour ; nor taketh up a
¢« reproach againft his neighbour.”

4 * In whofe eyes 2 vile perfon is contemned ;
¢¢ but he honoureth them that fear the Lord : he
¢ that fweareth to his own hurt and changeth not.”
. §. % He that putteth not gut his money to
*¢ ufury, nor taketh reward againt the innocent,
¢ —He that docth thefe things fhall never be
* moved.” ’
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- nefits reccived imprefs a lively degree of
gratitude and affection on the minds of
mafons, as their bounties thould be be-
ftowed with chearfulnefs, and unac-
quainted with the frozen finger of reluc-
tance: —the benevolence of our fociety
fhould be fo mutual and brotherly, that
cach ought to endeavour to render good
offices, as rcadxly as he would recewe
them . *
' N ' In

* ¢ The milplacing of a benefit i worfe' than
‘¢ the not receiving of it ; for the one is another
‘¢ man’s fault, but the other is mine. The error
‘¢ of the giver does oft times excufe the ingrati- '
% tude of the receiver ; for a favour ill- -pl:xceéL is
¢¢ rather a profufion than a benefit. It is the moft
¢¢ fhameful of loffes, an incopfiderate bounty. I
*¢ will chufe 2 man of integrity, fincere, confide.
¢ rate, grateful, temperate, well-natured, neither
¢¢ covetous nor fordid; and whenl have obhged
“.fuch a man, though not worth a groat in the
¢« world, T have gained my end. If we give only
¢ to receive, we lofe the faireft obje&s for our
¢¢ charity ; the abfent, the fick, the captive, and
¢¢ the needy.”
' Seneca of Benefits,
- ¢ The rule is, we are to give as we would re-

sf celvc, chealfully, quickly, and without hefita-
¢ tion,
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In order to exercife this virtue, both
in the character of mafons and in com-
mon life, with -propriety, and agreeable

“to fuch principles, we theuld forget every
obligation but affetion; for otherwife it
were to confound charity with duty.—
The feelings of the heart ought to direct
the hand of CHARITY.—To this pur-
pofe we fhould be divefted of every idea

. of fuperiority, and eftimate ‘ourfelves as

being of the fame rank and race of men:

—in this difpofition of mind we may be

fufceptible of thofe fentiments which

CHARITY delighteth in, to feel the .

woes and miferies of others with a ge-

-nuine and true fympathy of foul:—COM-

PASSION

< tion ; for there is no grace in a benefit that
¢¢ flicks to the fingers. A benefit fhould be made
<¢ acceptable by all poflible means, even to the
«¢ end that the receiver, who is never to forget it,
¢ may bear it in his mind with fatisfacion.”

. The {fame.

< It is not the value of the prefent, but the be-
¢¢ nevolence of the mind, that we are to confider:
<¢ that which is given with pride and oftentations
¢« is rather an ambition than a bounty.” h
The fame,
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PASSION is of heavenly birth;—it is
one of the firft charadteriftics of huma-
nity.— Peculiar to our race, it diftin-
- guithes us from the reft of creation.*

N2 He

* 1 Corinth. chap. xiit.

Ver 1. ¢ Though I fpeak with the tongues of
¢ men and of angels, and have not charity, I am
¢¢ become as founding brafs, or'a tinkling cymbal.

¢¢ 2, And though I have the gift of prophecy,
¢¢ and underftand all myferies, and all know-
¢« ledge; and though I have all faith, fo that L -
¢ could remove mountains, and have not charity,
¢ T am nothing.

¢ 3. And though I beftow all my goods to feed
<¢ the poor, and though I give my body to be
¢¢ burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me
¢¢ nothing.

¢¢ 4. Charity fuffereth long, and is kind ; cha-
‘¢ rity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itfelf, is
¢ not puffed up.

¢¢ 5, Doth not behave itfelf unfeemly, feeketh
« not her own, is not eafily provoked, thinketh
¢« no evil, . _

¢¢ 6. Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in
<¢ the truth.

¢ 7. Beareth all things, believeth all things,
¢¢ hopeth all things, endureth all things. .
~ ¢¢ 8. Charity ncver faileth: but whether there

: S be

>
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He whofe bofom is lacked up againft
compaffion is a Barbarian;—his manners
muft be brutal—his mind. gloomy and
morofe—and his paffions as favage as the
beafts of the foreft.

‘What kind of man is he, who full of
opulence, and in whofe hand abundance
ovcrﬁows, can look on virtue in diftrefs,
and merit in mifery, without pity >—Who
could behold without tears, the defolate

and forlorn eftate of a WIDOW, who in’
early

¢t be prophecies, they fhall fail; whether there be
¢¢ tongues, they fhall ceafe; whether there be
¢ knowledge, it thall vanith-away.

¢t 9, For we know in part, and we prophefy in
‘¢ part.

¢¢ 10. But when that which is perfe& is come,
«¢ then that which is in part fhall be done away.

"¢ 11, ¢« When I was a child, I fpake as a child,
. e T underftood as a child, I thought as a child
¢¢ but when I became a man, I put away chxldxfh
s¢ things.

12. ¢ For now we fee through a glafs, darkly ;
¢ but then face to face: now I know in-part;
¢¢ but then fhall I know, even as alfo I am known.

13. * And now abideth faith, hope, charity,
¢¢ thefe three; but the greateft of thefe is charity.”
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carly. life, having been brought up.in
the bofom of a tender mother, without
knowing’ care, and without tafting of
neceflity, was not befitted for adverfity3
—whofe foul was pure as innocence, and
full of honor;— whofe mind had been
brightned by erudition under an indul-
gent father ;—whofe youth, untutored in
the fchool of forrows, had been flattered
with the profpe& of days of profperity
and plenty;—one, who at length, by the
cruel adverfity of winds and feas, with
her dying hufband, is wrecked in total de-
firuction and beggary; driven by ill for-
tune, from peace and plenty ; and from
the bed of eafe, ¢hanges her lot to- the
dank dunghill, for the relief of her wea-
rinefs and pain;—grown meagre with
neceflity, and fick with woe;—at her
bofom hanging her famifhed infant,
draining off the dregs of parental life,
for fuftenance; beftowed from maternal
love—yiclding -exiftence to fupport the
babe.—Hard-hearted covetoufnefs and
proud titles, can ye behold fuch an ob-
je&, dry eyed?—Can avarice grafp the
mite which fhould fuftain fuch virtue?
-—Can high life Lift its fupercilious. brow

N 3 above
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above fuch fcenes in human life; above
fuch miferies fuftained by a fellow-crea-
ture ?—If perchance the voice of the un-
fortunate and wretched widow is heard
in complainings, Wheﬁ'Wearying PATI-
ENCE and relaxing RESIGNATION
breathes a figh, whilft modefty forbids
her fupplication ; is not the groan, the
figh, more pathetic to your ear, you rich
.ones, than all the flattering petitions of a
cringing knave, who touches your vanity
and tickles your follies; extorting from
your very weaknefles, the proftituted por-
tion of CHARITY.—Perhaps the fatal
hour’s at hand, when confolation is re-
.quired to clofe the laft moments of this
unfortunate one’s life:—can the man ab-
forbed in pleafure roll his chariot wheels
‘beyond the fcene of forrow without com-
paffion, and without pity fee the laft con-
vulfion and the deadly gaze which paint
mifery upon the features of an expiring
faint!—If angels weep in heaven, they
weep for fuch:—if they can know con-
tempt, they feel it for the wealthy, who
beftow not of their fuperfluities, and.
fnatch not from their vices what would

.gladden fouls funk in the woes of worldly
. adver-
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adverfity. —The eyes of cherubims view
with delight the exercife of fuch benevo-
- lence as forms the character of the good
Samaritan: —faints touch their golden
lyres, to hymn HUMANITY’s fair hiftory
in realms of blifs; and approbation fhines
upon the countenance divine of OMNI-
PRESENCE, when a man is found in
the exercife of virtue.

What thould that human wretch be
called, who, with premeditated cruelty
and avarice, devifes mifchief whilft he is
confcious of his neighbour’s honefty ;—
whilft he fees him induftriouily, day by
day, labouring with fweaty brow and
weary limbs, toiling with chearfulnefs for

bread,—on whofe exerted labour, an af-. :

fetionate and virtuous wife and healthy
children, crowding his narrow hearth
with naked feet, depend for fuftenance;
—whilft he perceives him, with integrity
more than human, takmg {crupulouily
his own, and wronging no man for his
hunger or his wants;—whilft he fees him
with fatigued finews, lengthen out the
_ toil of indul‘try, from morn to night with

unremitting ardor, finging to elude re-

N 4 . pining,
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pining, and fmoothing his anxieties and’
pain with hope, that he fhall reward his’
wearinefs by the overflowings of his wife’s -
chearful heart, and with the fmiles of his
feeding infants ?—What muft he be, who
“knows fuch a man, and by his craft or
avarice extorts unjuft demands, and brings
him into beggary?—What muft he be,
who fees fuch a man deprived by fire or
water of all his fubftance, the habitation
of his infants loft, and nothing left but
nakednefs and tears,—and feeing this, af-
fords the fufferer no relief?—Surely in
nature few fuch wretches do exiit! but if
fuch be, it is not vain preéfumption to
proclaim, that like accurfed Cain, they
are diftinguithed as the outcaft of God’s
mercies, and are left on earth to live a
life of punithment,

The objects of true CHARITY, are
MERIT and VIRTUE in difirefs ;—per-
fons who are incapable of extricating
themfelves from misfortunes which have
overtaken them in old age ;—indufirious
men, from inevitable accidents and aéts
of Providence rufhed into ruin j—widows
left furvivors of their hufbands, by whofe

labours
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labours they fubfifted ;—orphans in tender
~ years left naked to the world.

-What the claims of fuch, on the hand
of charity, when you compare them to
the mifcreants who infeft the doors of
every dwelling with their importunities;
wretches wandering from their homes,
fhewing their diftortions and their fores.
to prompt compaflion; with which ill-
gotten gains, in concert with thieves and
vagabonds, they revel away the hours of
night which conceals their iniquities and
vices.

CHARITY, when mifapplied, lofes her
titles, and inftead of being adorned with
the drefs of virtue, afflumes the infignifi-
_cance, the bells and feathers of folly.

LEC-
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LECTURE XIIL

On Brotherly Love.

Shall treat of BROTHERLY LOVE,
in this leture, in that light which
folely appertains to mafons.

The neceflity there is for the exertion
of brotherly regard among mafons in the
*  lodge, is obvious to every one :— PEACE,

- REGULARITY, and DECORUM are
indifpenfible duties here:—all the fire
of refentment, and remembrance of in-
juries, fhould be forgotten; and that
cordiality ought to be warm among us,
which brings with it chearfulnefs and re-

joicing :—the true wor{hipers of the Deity,
men who held Juﬁ notions of the princi-

ples of nature, in the times of barbarous
igno-
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ignorance, durft not publicly pradtife the -
one, or promulgate the other:—but happy"
is our eftate, in this lettered age and this
land of liberty, we profefs our fentiments
with freedom, and without fear; we exer-
cife our religious principles under a full
toleration ; and as focial beings we aflemble
in the lodge, to enjoy the pleafures of
friendthip, and the breathings of true
bencvolence without alloy.

After the bufinefs of the lodge is dif-
patched, we are met together co cpen
out the chearfulnefs of our hearts with-
out guile; for here are no tale-bearers,
"cenfors, or revilers among us ;—our lodge
is facred to SILENCE:—hence we may
fay figuratively, ¢ it is fituate in the fe-
¢ cret places, where the cock holdeth
¢« not his watch, where the voice of rail-
“ ing reacheth not, where brawling, as
¢ the intemperate wrath of women, can-
<« not be heard.”

Without fufpicion of being betrayelin
our words, or ¢&pinared in the openuefs
of our dealings, our mirth here is un-
dlfgulfed is governed by PRUDENCE,

tem-
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tempered with LOVE, and cloathed in
"“CHARITY :—thus it ftandeth woid of
offence:~—~no malicious mind warps inno-
cent expreflions to wicked conftruions,
or interprets unmeaning jefts into -far-
cafms or fatyres; but as every fentiment
flows full of bemevolence, fo.every ear
here, is attuned to the ftrain, in harmo-
nious concord, and taftes the pleafures of
feftivity {o pure, that they bear our re-
flections, in the morning, without remorfe.

Peace, regularity, and decorum, which
I faid were indifpenfible duties here, are
aot the offspring of contreul, or the iffue
of authority ; but a voluntary fervice,
which every man brings to the lodge.

There are feafons indeed, in which
authority is properly exercifed ;—man is
frail;—the moft prudent may {fometimes
deviate:—it was.a maxim of the antient
philofophers, that ¢ to érr was human 2
therefore in the lodge there ought to be
a conftant governor, who fhould reftrain
the improprieties - which may- creep in
among us, by any 'brother coming here
after an intemperance in liquor. :

: " Another
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" Another dégree of brotherly love which

. thould prevail here, is to hear the peti-

»

tions of every member of this fociety with
tendernefs and attention.—Where there
is at any time a brother of our commu-
nity fick or in diftrefs, the cafe of his ca-
lamities thould come here reprefented by
a brother, who will neither deceive us,
nor hold back any part of his merits;—
and the Iodge muft teftify all due regard,
by receiving the petition patiently, and

" giving relief according to the deferts.

The meft material part of that bro-
therly love which fhould fubfit among
us mafons, is that of fpeaking well of
each other to the world : —more efpecially
it is expected of every member of this
fraternity, that he fhould. not traduce
his brother.— Calumny and {lander are
deteftable crimes againft fociety.— No-

~ thing can be viler than to traduce a man

behind his back; it is like the villainy
of an aflaffin, who has net virtue enough
to give his adverfary the means of felf-
defence ; but lurkmg in darknefs, ftabs

him
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him whilft he is unarmed, and unfufpi-
cious of an enemy.

Of this crime, the much-admired poet

- Shakefpear has given a juft defcription.

«« The man who fteals my purfe, Reals trafh;
¢« *T'was mine, tishis,and may be flave tothoufands:
¢« But he who pilfers from me my good name,
¢« Robs me of that which not enriches him,
¢ But makes me poor indeed.”

Calumny has this direful confequence,
that it carries with it not a momentary
effet only, but endures for time un-
counted.—The wickednefs of the world
is fuch, that it is greedy of fcandal ; and
when once the voice of defamation hath
uttered its poifon, - like a peftilence it
fmites and contaminates;—it {preads jea-
“loufies in families, divifion and wrath
among friends, urges fathers againtt chil-
dren, and brother againft brother.—When
once the pernicious tale gets birth, it
cannot be recalled ; and thence the fin-
ner’s penitence is not capable of expia-
tion: for the evil confequences may lay
dormant in the womb of futurity, and
become an intail of forrow on the third

and fourth generation of him that is in-
' ' jured



LOVE, 207

jured.—What malice and mifchief, what
infernal difpofition, muft actuate the mind
which is capable of defaming the inno-
cent!—there is no crime of which fuch a
wretch might not be the perpetrator;—
againft fuch a villain there is no armour
for defence;—he aflaults the naked and
unfufpicious, and like the contagion of
fome horrid difeafe, he {fmiteth whilft the
victim {leeps.—Juftice is difarmed againft
fuch a finner, as concealment is his fafe-
guard, and only the eye of heaven difco- -
vers his iniquity.

" Tt is not only expected of mafons, that
they fhould, with a confcientious foul, re-
refrain from evil-fpeaking ; but alfo, that
they fhould fpeak well of each other.

To give a man his juft and due cha-
rater, is fo eafy a duty, that it is not
poflible for a benevolent mind to avoid it;
—it is a degree of common juftice which

onefty itfelf prompts one to.—It is not
enough that we refrain from flander; but
it is required of mafons that they ihould
fpeak gracioufly and with, afﬁ;fhon, with-
holdmg nothing that can be uttered to a
brother’s
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brother’s praife or good name with truth.
—What a pleafure doth it give the heart,
feeling benevolent difpofitions, to give
praifes where due.—There is a felfith joy
in good fpeaking, as felf-approbation fuc-
ceeds it—DBefides, the breaft of fuch a
man feels enlarged, whilft he utters the
pralfe due to his neighbour; and he ex-

eriences all the fineft fenfations of love,
whilft he moves others to the {ame object

of his regard.

The neutral difpofition, frigid and re-
ferved, neither fpeaks good nor evil;—
but the man tafting brotherly love, is
warm to commend.—It is an eafy and
cheap means of beftowing good gifts and
working good works;—for by a juft
praife to induftry, you recommend the
" induftrious man to thofe to whom he
might never be known, and thereby en-
large his credit and his trade—~By a juft
 commendation of merit, you may open
the paths of advancement through thofe?
whofe power might never have been peti-
tioned.—By a proper praife of genius and

art, you may roufe the attention of thofe -

patrons to whom the greateft defervings
y might

e



LOVE. 209

might have remained a fecret. It is a
degree of f]u{hce which every man has a
right to, from lis brother, that his vir-
tues be not concealed.

To throud the imperfeftions of our
friend, and cloak his infirmities, is chrif-
tian-like, and charitable, confequently be-
fitting a mafon:—even the truth thould
not be told at all times; for where we
cannot approve, we thould pity in filence.
—What pleafure or profit can there arife
by expofing the fecrets of a brother?—
- To exhort him, is virtuous;—to revile
him, is inhuman;—and to fet him out
as an obie& of ridicule, is infernal.

- From hence we muft neceflarily deter-

raine, that the duty of a good man leads

~ to work the works of benevolence; and .
his heart is touched with joy, whilft he

a@s within her preeepts. '

Let us therefore be ftedfaft and im-

moveablé in our ordinances, that we be
proved to have A TONGUE OF GOOD

REPORT.
o) LECs
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LECTURE XIIL

 On the Occupations of Mafons.

N my former leGtures I have declared
I it to be my opinion, that MASONS,
in the prefent ftate of MASONRY, were
never a body of architets.—By the book
of conftitutions publithed by authority,
we fee no grand communication held in
form, till of very late date: neither is
there any evidence therein to contradi¢t
the propofitions I have laid down.—The
fucceflion therein defcribed, is by no
means to be accepted and underftood in a
literal fenfe; but as a pedigree or chrono-
logical table of the fervants of the Deity,
working in the duties of righteoufnefs.

I ground
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‘T ground my judgment of the nature
of our profeflion on our ceremonials, and
am convinced they have not their rela-
tion to building and architecture, but
are emblematical, and imply moral, {pi-
ritual, and religious tenets.—It appears
to me felf-evident, that the fituation of
the lodge, and its feveral parts, are copied
after the tabernmacle and temple, and are
- reprefentative of the univerfe, implying
that the univerfe is the temple in which
the Deity is every where prefent; our
mode of teaching the principles of our
profeffion, is derived from the Druids;
our maxims of morality, from Pytha-
goras; our chief emblems, originally from
Egypt; to Bafilides we owe the fcience
of Abrax, and the characters of thofe
emanations of the Deity which we have
adopted, and which are fo neceflary for
the maintenance of a moral fociety.—L
am induced to believe, that our prefent
ceremonies were rhore generally taught,
and more candidates were initiated there-
in, on the opening of the crufades, than
in any other zra, or on any other known
occafion.

0z The
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The Englith hiftorians agree, that in
the reign of Henry the Second, and in
the year 1188, at an interview between
the Kings of England and France, at-
tended by the prelates and nobility of
both nations, the Archbithop of Tyre
pronounced fuch a melancholy account
of Saladine’s fuccefs in the Holy Land,
and the miferies of the chriftians in that
country, that the audience was greatly
affeCted with the relation; and the two
kings agreed to convert their whole at- -
tention to the relief of thofe adventurers.
——They received the crofs from the hands
of the archbithop, refolving to go there
in perfon; and their. example was fol-
" lowed by Philip Count of Flanders, and
" a great number of the prelates and nobi-
- lity there prefent:— A PLENARY IN-
DULGENCE was publithed in the pope’s
name, for all that would make a fair
confeflion of their fins, and engage in the
crufade: —the different nations aflumed -
crofes of a different colour, and RULES
AND ORDERS were eftablithed for pre-
' venting RIOT, LUXURY, AND DIS-
ORDER on the enterprize.

Thefe
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Thefe were the principal rules made
for the regulation of the crufaders.-We
may conjecture thefe religious campaigns
being over, that men initiated in the
myfteries of mafonry, and engaged and
inrolled under thofe rules and erders,
which were eftablithed for the condudt of
the nations in the holy war, would form"
themfelves into lodges, and keep up their
facial meetings when returned home, in

. commemoration of their adventures and
mutual good offices in Paleftine, and for
the propagation of that knowledge into
which they had been initiated.

As a further argument that builders
and architeéts were not the original mem-
bers of our fociety, the MASONS of the
city of London obtained their incorpora-

tion and charter in the reign of King
Henry the Fifth, in or about the year ,*°
1419 ; they taking on themfelves the - ™
name of FREE MASONS. —By thdir:,

charter they are governed by a mafter:

and two wardens, with twenty-five af-

fiftants.—Of this incorporated body, fixty-

five are of the livery of London. S
- 03 . It
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It has never been pretended, that the
fociety of FREE AND ACCEPTED
MASONS have in any manner been con-
nefted, or much lefs have united them-
felves, with the incorporated body of ma-
fons enchartered ; but on the contrary,
have kept themfelves totally apart.

It has been alledged, that in the reign
- of King Henry the Sixth an obfolete law
was enacted, fetting forth, ¢ that by the
<« yearly congregations and confederacies
< made by mafons in their general aflem-
« blies, the good courfe and effects of the
- ¢ ftatute of labourers were openly vio-'
¢ lated and broken, and making the fu-
< ture holding of their chapters and con-
¢ gregations felony.”

It is impoflible that this ftatute fhould
relate to any other perfons, than the in-
corporated body of working mafons ;
who under an exclufive charter, by fe-
cret combinations raifed the prices of their
- labour, and prevented craftfmen of their
fraternity, not members of the charter,
from exercxﬁng their trade within the

limits
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limits of London; which might occafion
a grievance worthy of parhamentary re-
drefs :—but in what manher the ftatutes
of labourers could be affected by the aflo-
ciations of this fraternity of ours, is not
in my power to comprehend. Our re-
- cords give us no evidence of any fuch
convocations, at the time mentioned.

By the charter of MASQNS, they af-
fumed the title of FREE MASONS, be-
ing intitled to thefranchifes of the city
“of London. '

Why the title of FREE is annexed tov '
our focxcty, or that of ACCEPTED, I
hope I may be allowed to conjefture was
derived from the crufades.—There the
volunteers entering into that fervice muft
be FREEMEN, born free, and not vil-
lains or under any vaffallage; for it was
not until long after the crufades, thit
vaffallage and feudal fervices, togéther’
with the flavith tenures, were taken a-
way. : ‘

They were intitled to the ftile of AC-

CEPTED under that PLENARY IN-
04 DUL-
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DULGENCE which the pope publithed, -
for all that would confefs their fins, and
mlift in the enterprize of -the holy war;
whereby they were accepted and received
Mnto the bofom of the father of the church.
—Some authors have prefumed to tell us,
that it was the original defign of the
chriftian powers, in their enterprize in
the Holy Land, to rebuild the temple at
Jerufalem ; but I cannot difcover any
good authority for this affertion.—In mo-
dern mafonry it is given as a principle,
why our dedication of lodges 1is made to
ST JOHN, that the mafons who engaged
to conquer the Holy Land, chofe that
faint for their patron—1I fhould be forry
to appropriate the Balfarian fet of chrif-
tians of St John, as an explanation of
this principle; —ST JOHN obtains our
dedication, as being the proclaim‘er of -
that, falvation which was at hand, by the
coming of Chrift; and we, as a fet of re-
ligious aflembling in the true faith, com-
memorate the proclamations of the Bap-
tift.—In the name of ST JOHN THE -
"EVANGELIST, we acknowledge the
teftimonies which he gives, and the di-
vine asve;, which he makes manifeft.—*

But .
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But to return to the fubje& of the cru-
faders.

It is probable that the fame enthufiaftic

fpirit which engaged men to eater into -~

the crufadess at the vaft expence and ha-
zard which hiftory defcribes, alfo led
them into as enormous a folly in the
building of religious houfes :—during the
reign of Henry the Second, when the
Englith firft engaged in the holy war,
there were not lefs than one hundred and -
eleven abbeys, nunneries, and religious
houfes founded in this kmgdom,—du—
ring the reign of Richard the Firit, eigh-

teen,—and during the reign of Henry
the Third, forty: “which ﬂ:ews the reli-
. gious infatuation which had totally over-
run the minds of the people in thofe
reigns—The Ecclefiaftics, in imitation of .
the works of Solomen, might become
the mafters of thofe works, and fuperm-
tend and condu& the labours of the in-
ferior fe& of haly-wark-folk ; that by
acceptable hands fuch pious works might
be conducted, and from whence the ig-
norant and profane might be rejefted,

like the Samaritans:—thefe might affume
-the
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the honorary title of MASONS, which
from vulgar acceptation, would naturally
confound them with ordinary mechanics.

- In the Angla-Norman Antiquities, it
is faid of FREE MASONS, that they
were an aflociation of religious, who en-
gaged in the founding and ere&ing of
churches and religious houfes in Paleftine.
—1I have.already mentioned the religious
fet who were really archite@s and buil-
- ders of churches, the haly-wark-folk,
with no {mall degree of refpet : they
were a body of men fubfifting before the
- ¢rufades:—they were maintained by the
church, under which they held lands
for the fervice of ereting and repairing 4
churches, and for the guarding of the
fepulchres of faints.—It is not improbable,
that when the rage of haly works and
holy wars and the defire of Paleftine fired
the minds of all Europe, but a body of
thofe people might embark in the enter-
prize, and be tranfported thither to build
churches, for the better planting or pro-
pagating the chriftian dorine, or to
guard and maintain the holy fepulchre.—

I would be ready at all times to admit
thefe
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thefe emigrants might poflefs fome rules
and ceremonies for initiation peculiar to
themfelves, fo far as the bearers of bur-
thens were admitted under Solomon in
the building at Jerufalem, and that they
might retain their fingular maxims and
principles in fecrecy :—and it may alfo be
admitted, that in honor of that gradation
of mafonry and of their profeffion, they
fhould claim the greateft antiquity, from
Solomon’s temple at leaft :—they might
even be more than a collateral branch of
the FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS,
as T have before admitted, and be idi-
tiated in the myfteries of mafonry, their
occupation being in no wife incompatible
with our profeflion, and they might be
known and diftingyithed by the title of
OPERATIVE MASONS, as the Eflenes
were divided into theoricks and practicks:
—but from the writings of the author of
the Angla-Norman Antiquities,‘l am con-
vinced he was not a FREE AND ACCEP-
TED MASON himfelf; and as the fecrecy |
of that fociety had attracted the attention
of many, who as their curiofity was exer-
cifed, raifed conjettures on the name of
maions, to difcover their origin and prin-:
ciples,
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ciples, or to reconcile their own opinions:
from whence, nothing was more likely
to ftrike the attention of an hiftorian,
than this body of men; the haly-wark-
folk rambling in Paleftine were to his

purpofe..

Were we claimants only of the title of
mechanics, we might have chofe as an-
tient and a more honorable branch of the.
arts or fciences;—we might have fubfti-
tuted geometry to a more warthy duty,
and have honored our Maker in fome
profeflion more expreflive of our fenfe of

his power and dignity.

Our ORIGIN in this country is
thought to be from the PHOENICI-
ANS who came here with the Tyrian
Hercules, and introduced the doétrines
of HAM and the AMONIAN rites,
together with the HEBREW CUS.
TOMS; and afterwards the emigrants
. from the Holy Land, who taught us the
rules inftituted by SOLOMON at the
temple of Jerufalem; and finally, the
propagators of the chriftian doétrine, who.

brought with them the principles of the
- Mafter’s
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Mafter’s Order, and taught the con-
verted thofe facred mysteries which are-
typical of the chriftian faith, and pro-
* feflional of the hope of the refurrection of
~ the body and the life of regeneration. Yet
I fear few among us are equal to the cha«
ra&er we have afflumed. Our LODGES
are not now appropriated to WORSHIP
and RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES; we
meet as A SOCIAL SOCIETY, inclined
to alts. of benevolence, and {uffer the -
more facred offices to reft unperformed.
—Whether this neglet is to our honor,
I prefume not to xcmonﬁlatc, in our
PRESENT STATE profefling ourfelves
FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS.
We are totally fevered from archite@s,
and arc become a fet of men working in
the duties of CHARITY, GOOD OF-
FICES, and BROTHERLY LOVE—
chriftians in religion—fons of liberty and
loyal fubjects: —we have adopted rules,
orders, emblems, and fymbols, which
enjoin us to live a life of morality :—w¢é
have furnifhed - our lodges with thofe
firiking objetts, which fhould at once in-
timate to us the mxghtmefs and wifdom

- of
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of God, the inftability of the affairs of
-man, and the various viciflitudes in hu-~
man life, and have fet before our eyes
preceptors of moral works; and to
~ ftrengthen our faith, we have enlightned
our lodge with the emblem of the Trinity.

Tt is well known to us, that there is
fcarce a ftate in Europe, in which our
fraternity have not formed a body.—The
wifdom of the antients would pafs abroad
into many regions, and thofe who had
affifted in the pious labours at Jerufalem,
would, like Pythagoras, teach the fciences
and myfteries which they profefled, and
communicate the {yltem to which they -
had been initiated ;—religious men would
retain the doftrines and myfleries with
reverence, and with 'caution reveal them
to thofe they thought worthy to receive;
hence the original knowledge would pafs
into many countries:—but there is no
accounting for this univerfality of the fo-
ciety, upon the principles of architecture
and operative mafonry :—the rage of:
church-building had not contaminated all
Europe as it did England; neither is there
any probable means to be deduced from

archi- -
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architeure and the practice of builders,
to account why:in every tongue, and in ~
every kingdom, the ceremonials of being
" made a mafon fhould be the fame.—If
the honor of architecture was all that was
to be regarded in the fociety, various
would be the devices by which the-mem-
bers in each mition would profefs it.—
As architeture, according to its prefent
orders, had its progrefs from Egypt and
Greece, fome nations would have bor-
rowed fymbols and enfigns peculiar to
thofe people; or we fhould have had in
our ceremonies, or in our workings, fome
devices which might have diftinguithed
- to us the beauties, orders, ornaments,
proportions, or fymmetries, of fome or
all of the rules, modes, ‘or orders of archi-
-teCture, either from the plains of Shinar,
from Egypt, Jerufalem, Tadmore, or
Greece ; -or have retained fome geome-
trical problems, on which the general.
principles of proportion in architecture
were grounded or demonftrated:—but
inftead of that, it is well known to us,
that there is nothing of that kind reveal-
ed. On the contrary, our myfteries are
totally ‘abftracted from the rules of me-

chanics :
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chanics : they are relative to religion and
“morality, and are gonducive to pious
works : they are unfurnithed with any
type, fymbol, or charader, but what ap-
pertains to demonfirate the fervants and
devotees of the great Meovparéa. '

There is not an inftance of the Euro-
pean ftates uniting in any one enterprize,
fave the holy war; and frem thence, we
moft rationally muft conceive, the pre-
fent number of mafons difperfed over th&
face of Europe was principally derived.
The Amonian rites are almoft totally dif-
tinguithed, religious zeal has imbrued
the fword in carnage, and Europe has
groaned under perfecutions; the Romans

“extirpated the Druids, chriftians have
glutted their cruel hands with flaughter,
bigotry and enthufiafm in every age have
reigned in bloodfhed.—By the crufades,
tlxe number of our focxety would be -
greatly angmented; the occafion itfelf
would revive the rules of mafonry, -they
being fo well adapted to that purpofe,
and alfo profeflional of the chriftian faith,
from whence fprang the fpirit of the en-

terprize.—After thefe purfuits fubfided,
bodies
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bodies of men would be found in every
country from whence the levies were
called; and what would preferve the fo-
ciety in every ftate, even during the per-
“fecutions of zealots, the Mafter Mafon’s
Order, under its prefent principles, is
adapted to every fe¢t of chriftians. It
originated from the earlieft @ra of chrif-
tianity, in honor to, or in confeffion of,
the religion and faith of chriftians, before
. the poifon of fectaries was diffufed over
‘he church, ’ '

To the antient rules, deduced from So-
lomon, other laws, rules, and ordinances
were added, upon the énterprizes of the
_ crufaders, for the prevention of riot,
luxury, and diforder; and for the main-
taining that neceflary fubordination,
which the command of fuch armies re-
quired. Many of thefe rules we retain
-in the condué& and government of our
lodge, which can in no wife be deduced
from any other original. - '

P - LEC
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‘”’"ﬁeg o mm:é@%ﬁm

LECTURE XIV.

4 Corollary.

Shall now conclude thefe Letures,

with colletting into one view, the
propolitions and maxims which have en-
gaged my attention throughout the whole~
work ; thereby to give a clear idea of the
myfteries of mafonry, the progreflion and
fpirit of its inflitution, origin, and pre-
fent fate. .

I may have feemed prolix, and have
filled my arguments or reprefentations’
with repetitions; but where that feeming
impropriety takes place, it was neceflary
to urge a pofition which contended with
fome accepted error, prepofleflion, or
vulgar prejudice.

From
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. From the antient rites and ceremonies
. which 1 bave laid before you, it will be
eafy for you to trace the origins of our

" own, and to difcover the foundations on
«which our fociety was erected. It is evi-
dent they had their progrefs in the poft- -

dduvian world from Ham. I am under

a ‘necefbty fometimes to ufe terms of art,

or expreflions which to others may not

arry diftin€t and clear images; but to

my brethren, breathe an energy which

#lows from the united force of technical

terms, fymbols, and hieroglyphics. When

1 fpeak of mafens under the denomina-

tion of a fociety, I mean mafons as embo-

aied in lodges, according to the prefent

ananaers in which fuch lodges are held.—

©Our antiquity is in our principles, max-

ims, language, learning, and religion :—

thefe we derive from Eden, from the pa-

ariarchs, and from the fagos of the eaft;

all which are made perfe@ under the

chriftian difpenfation. — The light and

doctrines which we poffefs, are derived

dérom the beginning of time, and have

defoended through this long fucceffien of

ages uncorrupted ; but our modes and

aanaers are- deduced from ithe different

Pa &ras
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‘zeras of paradife, the building of the
‘temple at Jerufilem, and“the chnfhzn
‘revelation. b
. SIVAN ]

T have u\plamed to you, tﬁat the firuo-
ture of the LODGE 1is a pattern of the
‘univerfe, and that the firft entry.of a
mafon reprefents the firft worthip of the
truec God.—We have retained the Egyp-
tian fymbols of the SUN-AND MOON,
as the emblems of God’s power, -eters
nity, omniprefence, and benevolence ;. and
thereby we fignify, that we are the chil-
dren of light, and that the firft founda-
‘tion of our profeflion, is the knowledge
-and adoration of the Almighty, Msevparco,
“who feateth himfelf in the centre of the
‘heavens:—we derive from the Druids
. ‘many of the Amonian rites; and I am
‘bold to fay, that we retain more of the
ceremonials and doétrines; of the Druids,
than is to be found in the whole world
‘befidés ; and have faved from oblivion,
‘many of their religious rites, in our initia-
tion to the firft degree of mafonry, which
otherwife would have flept in eternitys
‘Thefe we feem to have mixed and tems
peu.d \Mth the principles of :the. Effenas;
Ce Loa who
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who- are a fect as antient as the departure
of the children of Ifrael out of Egypt—
The philofophy of the Egyptians, and the
manners, principles, and euftoms of the
Hebrews, were introduced to this land by
the Pheenicians, and make a part of our
profeflion, fo far as they are adapted to
the worthip of NATURE’S GREAT AU-
THOR unpolluted by “idolatry. |

We hold our grand feftival on the day
of ST JOHN, which is Midfummer-day;
in which we celebrate that feafon when
the fun is in its greateft altitude, and in
the midft of its prolific powers : the great
type of the omnipotence of the Deity.

The famous lawyer, Lord Cook, in his
Treatife on Littleton’s Inftitutes, fays,
¢ Prudent antiquity did, for more folem-
¢ nity and better memory and obferva-
¢« tion of that which is to be done, ex- .
¢ prefs fubftances under ceremonies.”

I have pointed out to you, that the
FURNITURES of the LODGE are em-
blems excitive of morality and 'good go-
vernment :— PRUDENCE fthines in the

. P3 ' cemncre,
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centre, or if you weuld apply this obje&
to more facred principles, it reprefents
the blazing ftar which tondu&ted the
wife men to Bethlehem, and proclaizned
the prefence of the SON OF GOD. It
is here placed in your view, that you
mmay remember to work out the works of
falvation, which is at hand:—and that
you may pafs on in atts of ftict propriety
with greater alacrity, the TASSALATA
or MOSAIC-WORK intimates to you,
the chequered diverfity and uncertainty
of human affairs; that you may not fet
your hearts on the things of this world,
but lay up your treafures where the ruft
cannot deface their polith and luftre, neis
ther can the moth defpuil the garment
for the wedding feaft.

To prote&t and fupport us under the
infirmities of nature, and lead us to the
paths of propriety, the BOOK OF TRUE
KNOWLEDGE is in the lodge ;=the
MASTER circumfcribes you, as with
the fweep of the COMPASS ; ‘and the
SQUARE is your trial, ‘whereby you
Thall prove the reditude and umfomuty

cf your manners,
In
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In my next Lefture I demonftrated to

you, that to be a worthy fervant in the -

temple of Ged, you muft be cloathed
~with INNOCENCE, that your fervice,

may ®and in apprebation, and you may
be accepted in heaven.—Our jewels are
emblems of that good working in a moral
mind which adorns the life of man;
FAITH, CHARITY, AND UPRIGHT-
NESS.,

~ In the fucceeding Le&ure, T have led
you to a difcernment of the fecond race
of the fervants of God, under the MO. -
SAIC LAW; the truth being firipped of |

the errors of idolatry.—This ftage is a-
dapted to the fecond gradanon of ma-
fonry :

I have argued for the propriety of our
adopting GEOMETRY in this fociety, as
being a fcience, from whence the mighty
powers of God are revealed and demon-
firated to mankind.

Afterwards I attended to the -eftate of

the worthippers of the Deity, under the
P4 ~ cor-
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corruptions of the houfe of Ifrael, and
under the rottennefs of the old law.—In
this affembly of chriftians, it is in no wife
requifite to attempt an argument on the
neceflity which there was upon earth for
a Mediator and Saviour for man:—in the
rubbifth, fuperftitions, ceremonials, and
filth of the Jewi(h temple, the true wor-
fhip of God was buried and confounded,
and INNOCENCE became only the or-
naments of its monument.—Then it was "
that the Divinity, looking down with an
.eye of commiferation on the deplorable
ftate of man, in his mercy and love fent
us a Preceptor and Mediator, who fhould
. teach to us the doctrine of regeneration,
and raife us from the fepulchre of fin, to
which the human race had refigned them-
felves :—he gave to us the precepts of
that acceptable fervice, wherewith his
Father thould be well pleafed: he made’
the facrifice of expiation, and becoming
the firft-fruits of them that flept, mani-
tefted to mankind the refurrection of the
body and the life everlafting.—In the
MASTER’S ORDER this whole do&rine
is fymbolized, and the chriftian condudt
is by types prefented to us.

We
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“We MASONS have adopted three par-
ticular charaéeriftics, SECRECY, CHA-
RITY, AND BROTHERLY LOVE.—
I have explained my fenfe of thefe three
great duties, and of what cfpecial import
they are of to MASONS ; or to men who
have feparated themfelves from the reft
of mankind, and profefled they are fer-
vants of HIM WHO RULETH IN THE
MIDST OF HEAVEN,

Laftly, I have attempted to examine
mto the orijin of our fociety, and -in
many mﬂ:ances, wand’ring without evi-
dence, I have been left to probability in
conjecture only.—It doth not now feem
material to us what our ongmals and
predeceﬁ'ors were, if we occupy ourfelves
in the true SPIRIT OF MASONRY;
in that ‘divine fpirit which infpired the
patriarchs when they eretted altars unto,
the Lord; if we are true fervants to our
king, fnthful and true to our chartered
liberties, chriftians in profeflion and in
practice, and to each other, and mankind
in general, affeConate and upright. -

) VVhethér
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“Whether MASONS were originally
builders or religious, it matters not to
us in this age:—comparing thefe works
with the righteoufnefs to which I have
exhorted you, the honor of the antiquity
would be fwallowed up in the virtues of
prattice, and in the fplendor of that
LIGHT OF ACCEPTATION, which at
once proclaims to the world that we are
fervants of the true God, who faves our.
fouls alive.

If our ceremonies mean not the matter
which I have exprefled; if they imply
not the moral and religious principles
which I have endeavoured to unveil; I
afk you, MASONS, what they do imply,
import, or indicate?

Can we prefume {fo many learned and
noble perfonages would, . for many fuc-
ceflive ages, have been fteady members
of this fraternity, if the myfterxes were
unimportant, and the ceremonies unin-
telligible? —It cannot be;—take away
their SPIRIT, and they become ridi~

culous.
Hath
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. Hathi it been for ages a maxim of
foolith fport, to-induce men to a fily
fnare, in which the guide, ‘having been
entrapped into ridicule, lengs to laugh
at another for revenge?—It is too ridicu-~
lous to be prefumed.—Befides, if it was
only fo, the fnare might be formed and
crnamenteéd with fimple things, and there
was no need to introduce {acred matters
into the device.—This renders the con-
jetture {o abfurd, that it will bear no fur-
ther animadverfions.

" We MASONS profefs that we are
pilgrims in progreflion from the EAST.

The Almighty planted a garden in the
EAST, wherein he placed the perfection
of hbaman nature, the firlt man, full of -
innocence and divine knowledge, and full
of honor, even bearing the image of God.

Learning had its firft progreflion from
the EAST after the flood : the Egyptians
were the firft devifers of the zodiac, and.
the firft difcerners of the wifdom of the
great ARCHITECT OF THE WORLD

m
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in the revolutions of the heavens: they

were the firft projectors of the fcnencc of
GEOMETRY

In regard to the doérine of our Sa-
"vmur and- the chriftian revelation, it pro-
cecded ‘fx om the EAST.

J

The ﬁar which. proc]auned the birth of
the Sen of God, appeared in the EAST.

“-.The EAST was an expreflion ufed by
the prophets to denote the Redeemer.

“From thence it may well be conceived,
that we fhould profefs our pragrefs to be
from thence; if we profefs by being MA-
‘BONS,’ that we are a fociety. of the fer-
Fants of that Divinity, whofe. abode is
with the Father coeternal, in the centre

' of the ‘heavens.

But if we profefs no fuch matter, then
why thould not we have alledged our
progrefs "to have been from the north,

- and the regions of chaos and darknefs?

- But
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But I will now, my brethren, forbear
all further argument, and clofe the la-
bours of my year with a fincere exhorta-
tion, that you will continue to a¢t in this
fociety as upright and religious men;—
that you will exert yourfelves in the pro-
~motion of its honor;—and let the wicked
and ignorant revile never fo malicioufly,
be firenuous in your duties, as MASONS
and as BRETHREN :—exercife your be-
~ nevolence with opennefs of heart, and
your charity with cordiality, and not as
hypocrites :—with attention endeavour to
arrive at the utmoft knowledge of your
PROFESSION, the end of which, I pre.
fume te proclaim to you, is to work out
THE WORKS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS.

THE END.
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APPENDIX

A LETTER from the learmed Mr Joun
- Lockz, o the Right Hon. Tuomas Earl
of PEMBROKE, with an dd MANUSCRIPT

- & the Subject of FREE-MAsONRY.

My Logrbp, 6th Maj, 1696.

[ Have at length, by the help of Mt

I Collins, procured a copy of that M.S.
in the Bodleian library, which you were
fo curious to fee: and, in obedience to
your Lordthip’s commands, 1 herewith
~fend it to you. Moft of the notes an-
nexed to it, are what I made yefterday
for the reading of my lady Maftham, who
is become fo fond of mafonry, as to fay,
that the now more than ever withes her-
felf a man, that fhe might be capable of
admiffion into the fraternity.

The M.S. of which this is a copy, ap-
pears to be about 160 years old; yet (as
your Lordthip will obferve by the title) it
is itfelf a copy of one yet more ancient
~ by about 100 years: for the original is
faid to have been the hand-writing of

‘ B K.
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K. Henry VI. Where -that prince had it
is at prefent an uncertainty; but it feems
to me to be an examination (taken per-
haps before the king) of fome one of ‘the
brotherhood of mafons; among whom
he entered himfelf, as it is {faid, when ke
came out of his minority, and thence-
forth put a ftop to a perfecution that had
been raifed againft them : But I muft not
detain your Lordihip longer by my pre-
face from the thing itfelf. T

1 know not what effec the fight of this
old * paper may have upon your Lord-
thip; but for my own part I cannot deny,
that it has fo much raifed my curiofity,
as to induce me ta enter myfelf into the
fraternity, which I am determined to do
(if I may be admitted) the next time I go
to London, and that will be thortly.
I am, .
" My Lorp,
Your Lorpsuie’s mof? obedient,”
And moft humble fervant,

JOHN LOCKE.’

* The paper alluded to by Mr Locke, is the
immediately following one.
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'

CERTAYNE QUESTYONS,
' WYTH L
‘ ANSWERES TO THE SAME,

CONCERNING THE

MYSTERY of MACONRYE;

Wntene by the hande of kynge HENRYE;
the fixthe of the name,

.And faythfullye copyed by me (1) Jomam
LEYLANDE, Antiquarius,

; By the commaunde of his (2) Highnefl,

;I‘hey be as followethe,

QuesT.{} 7HAT mote ytt be? (3)
Axsw. Ytt beeth the fkylle

~ of nature, the' underftondynge of the

myghte that ys hereynne, and its fondrye

werckynges ; fonderlyche, the fkylle of

reCtenyngs, of waightes and metynges, .

and the treu manere of faconnynge al -

thynges for mannes ufe; headlye, dwel-

lyngcs, and buyldynges of alle kindes,
and
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and al odher thynges that make gudde
to manne.
Quest: Where dyd ytt begyne?
Axsw. Ytt dyd begynne with the (4)
fyrfte menne in the efte, whych were
before the (5) ffyrfte manne of the wefte,
and comynge weftlye, ytt hathe broughte. -
herwyth alle comfortes to the wylde an
comfortleffe. .
Quest. Who dyd brynge ytt weftlye?
“Answ.. The (6) Venetians, whoo be-
ynge grate merchaundes, comed ffyrite
firomme the efte ynn Venetia, for the
commodytye of marchaundyfynge beithe
efte and wefte, bey the redde and myd-
dlelonde fees. .
QuesTt. Howe comedeytt yn Engelonde?
Axsw. Peter Gower (7) a Grecian,
journeyedde ffor kunnynge yn Egypte,
and yn Syria, and yn everyche londe
whereas the Venetians hadde plauntedde
maconrye, and wynnynge entraunce yn
al lodges of maconnes, he lerned muche;
and retournedde, and woned yn Grecia
magna (8) wackfynge, and becommynge
a myghtye (9) wyfeacre, and greatlyche
renowaned, and her he framed a grate
lodge at Groton (r0), and maked many
. INACONNESs,
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maconnes, fome whereoffe dyd journeye
yn Fraunce, and maked manye maconnes,
wherefromme, yn procefle of tyme, the
arte pafled yn Engelonde. A

QuEsT. Dothe maconnes difcouer there
artes unto odhers?

Axsw. Peter Gower; whenne he jour-
neyedde to lernne, was fiyrite (r1) made,
and anonne techedde; evenne foe thulde
all odhers beyn recht. Nathelefs (12) fra-
connes hauethe always yn everyche tyme,
from tyme to tymé, communycatedde to
mannkynde foche of ther fecrettes as getie-
rallyche myghte be ufefulle; they haueth
keped backe foche allein as fhulde be
harmefulle yff they comed yn eu ?lle
haundes, oder foche as ne mighte be
holpynge wythouten the techynges to be
joynedde herwythe in the lodge, oder
foche as do bynde the freres more ftronge-
lyche together, bey the proffytte and com«
modytye comynge to the confrerie her-
fromme.

'_ QuesT. Whatte artes haueth the ma-
connes techedde mankynde?

Axsw. The artes (13) agriciltura, ar-
chxte&ura, aftronomia, geometria, nu-*

Q2 meres,
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merce, muﬁca, poefie, kymiftrye, goverm
mente, and relygyonne.

Quest. Howe commethe maconnes
more teachers than odher menne?

" Answ. The hemfelfe haueth allein in-
(14) arte of fyndinge neue artes, whyche
arte the fiyrite maconnes receaued from
Godde ; by the whychc they fyndethe
what artes hem plefethe, and the treuw
way of techynge the fame. Whatt odher
menne doethe ffynde out, ys onelyche bey
chaunce, and therfore but lytel I tro.

Quest. What dothe the maconnes
concele and hyde? ° .

Quest. They concelethe the art of
ffiyndynge neue artes, and thattys for here
own proffyte, .and (15) preife : They
concelethe the art of kepynge (16) fe~
crettes, thatt fo the worlde mayeth no-
thinge concele from them.” They concel-
ethe the art of wunderwerckynge, and of
forefayinge thynges to comme, thatt fo
thay fame artes may not be ufedde of the
wyckedde to- an euyell ende; thay alfo
. concelethe the (17) arte of chaunges, the
‘wey of wynnynge the faculty¢ (18) of
Abrac, the fkylle of becommynge gude
and parfyghte wythouten the holpynges
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of fere and hope; and the univerfelle
{19) longage of maconnes.

Quest. Wyll he teche me thay fame
artes?

Answ, Yehalle be techedde yff ye be
warthye, ‘and able to lerne.

QuEsT. Dothe ajl maconnes kunne
more then odher ‘ménne?

Axsw. Not fo. Thay onlyche haueth
recht and-occafyonne more then . odher
menne to kunne, butt manye doeth fale
yn capacity, and:manye more doth want
mduftrye, thatt ys perneceflarye for the
gaynyngﬁ all kunhynge. =

UEST. Are maconnes gudder menne
then odhers? .. -

Axsw. Some maconnes aré not fo ver-
tuous as fome other menne; but, yn the
mofle parte, thay pe'more gude than they
woulde be yE thay’ war not maconnes.

- Q_JEST, Doth' maconnes* love -eidther
Ddher myghtylye as beeth faydc?

ANsw “Yea verylyche; and yt may not
‘odherwife be : For gude mernne and treu,
kennynge eidher odher to be, foche, doeth
always love’ the more as thay'be more gude.

Here endethe the que(}y}oqnes, and avf nfwexje_s, .

VRS Q3 NOTES
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OBSERVATIONS,
| QN T'HE
FOREG OING' QUESTIONS.

By Mr. LockE.

(1) JouN LEYLANDE: Was appointed by
Henry VIIL at the diffolution of mo-
nafteries, to fearch for, and fave fuch
books and records as were valuable amon
them. He was a man of great labour
and induftry. . o

(2) His HIGHNESSE, meaning the faid
king Henry VIIL Our kings had not
then the title of majefty. '

L () What
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~ (3) What mote ytt be?] That is, what
may this myftery of mafonry be? The
~ anfwer imports, that it confifts in natural,
mathematical, and mechanical knowledge.
Some part of which (as appears by what
follows) the mafons pretend to have
taught the reft of mankind, and fome

part they ftill conceal. A

~ (4) (5) Fyrftec menne yn the efte, &c.]
It thould feem by this that mafons be-
lieve there were men in the eaft before
Adam, who is called « the fiyrfte manne
of the wefte;”” and that arts and {ciences
began in the eaft. Some authors of great
note for learning have been of the fame
opinion ; and it is certain that Europe
- and Africa (whxch in refpect to Afia, may
be called weftern countries) were wild
and favage, long after arts and pohtenei?s
of manners were in great perfection in
China, and the Indies.

(6). The Venetians, &c.] In the times
of monkifh ignorance it is no wonder that
the Phenicians fthould be miftaken for the

Vengtians, Or, perhaps, if the people
Q4 were
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were not taken one for the other, fimilis
tude of found might deceive the clerk
who firft took down the .examination,
The Phenicians were the greateft voyagers
among the ancients, and werc in Europe
‘thought to be the inventors of letters,
which perhaps they brought from the eaft
with other arts.

(7) Peter Gower.] Thxs muft be ano-
ther miftake of the writer. I was puze
zled at firft to guefs who Peter Gower
thould be, the name being perfeétly
Englith; or how a Greek thould come
by fuch a name: But as foon as I thought
of Pythaforas, I could fcarce forbear {mi-
ling, to find that philofopher had under-
gone a metempfycofis he never dreamt
of. We need only confider the French
pronuncxatxon of his name, Pythagore,
that is Petagore, to conceive how eafily

fuch a miftake might be made by an un.

learned clerk. That Pythagoras travelled
- for knowledge 'into Egypt, &c. is known
to all the learned ; and that he was initi-
ated into feveral different orders of priefts,

who in thofe days kept all their leariing -

fccret from the vulgal, is as well known.

Py tha-

» 4
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Pythagoras. alfo. made every géometrical

theorem a fecret, and admitted only fuch
to the knowledge of them, as had firft
undergone a five years filence. "He is

fuppofed to be the inventor of the 47th

propofition of the firft book of Eirlid,

for which, in the joy of his_heart, it is
faid he facrificed a hecatomb. He alfo .

knew the true {yftem of the world, lately
revived by Copeinicus ; and was certainly
a .moft wonderful man. Sge fgs. life by
DION HaL, e ;

(8) Grecia MAGNA, a part of Italy
formerly fo called, in which the Greeks
had fettled a large colony.

(9) Wyfeacre.] This word at prefent
fignifies fimpleton, but formerly. had a

" quite contrary ‘meaning. Weifager, in
“the old Saxon, is philofopher, wifeman,

or wizard, and having been frequently

ufed u'omcally, at length came to have -

a dire¢t meaning in the ironical fenfe:
Thus, Duns Scotus, a man famed for

the fubtilty and acutenefs of his under--
ﬁanchng, has, by the fame method. of

irony,
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irony,’ gwen a general name to modern
dunces.

(ro) Groton.] Groton is the name of
a place in England. The place here
meant is Crotona, a city of Grecia Magna,
which in the time of Pythagoras was very -

populous.

(11) Fyrfte made.] The word MADE I
fuppofe has a particular meaning among
the mafons: perhaps it fignifies, initiated.

(12) Maconnes haueth communyca-
tedde, &c.] This paragraph hath fome-
thing remarkable in it. It contains a
juftification of the fecrecy fo much boafled
of by mafons, and fo much blamed by
others ; aflerting that they have in aH
ages difcovered fuch things as might be
ufeful, and that they conceal fuch only
as would be hurtful either to the world
or themfelves. What thefe fecrets are,
we fee afterwards. -

(13) The artes, agricultura, &c.] It

fecms a bold pretence this of the mafons,
: ‘ that
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that they have taught mankind all thefe
arts. They have their own authority for
it; and I know not how we fthall dif-
prove them. But what appears moft odd
is, that they reckon religion among the
arts, - , , :

(14) Arte of fiyndinge neue artes.] The
art of inventing arts, muift certainly be a
moft ufeful art. My lord Bacon’s No-
vum Otrganym' is an attempt towards -
fomewhat of the fame kind. But I much
doubt, that if ever the mafons had it,
they have now loft it; fince fo few new
arts have been lately invented, -and fo
" many are wanted. The idea I have of
fuch an art is, that it muft be fomething'
proper to be applied in all the {ciences
generally, as algebra is in numbers,: by
the help of which, -new rules of arithmetic
are, and may be found.

(15) Preife.] It feems the mafons have
- great regard to the reputation as well as

~ the profit of their order; fince they make

it one reafon for not divulging an art in
common, that it may do honour to the
- poffeflors of it. I thmk in this particular
¢ 2 they
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they fhew too much regard. for their

own’ foc1ety, and too little for ‘the’ reﬁ of ‘

mankmd ’ i . ani

- (16) ‘Arte of keepyng fecrettes.]- What
kind of an art this is, I can by no means
imagine. But certainly fuch an art the
mafons muft have: For though, as fome
people ‘fuppofe, they thould have no fe-
cret at all, ‘even that muft be a: fecret
which bemg difcovered - would expofe
them to the higheft ridicule: and. there:
“fore it requires the utmoﬁ cautmn to
congeal it. .

(r,7) ‘Arte of chaunges“] R kqow not
what this means, unlefs- it ! be the tmnf-
mutatxon of metals ' ’

(18) Facultye of Abrac] Hcrc I am
utterly in the dark.

(I 9) Univerfelle lengage of ‘miaconnes. ]
An univerfal language - lvas ! beenrmuch
defired by the learned of many ages. It
is’a thing rather to be wifhed than hoped
for. But it feems the mafons'pretend to

' have fuch a thxng amonlg them - If it bg
> true,
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true, I guefs it muft be fomething like
the language of the Pantomimes among
the ancient Romans, who are faid to be
able, by figns only, to exprefs and deliver
any oration intelligibly to men of all na-
tions and languages. A man who has all
thefe arts and advantages, is certainly in
a condition to be envied: But we are
told, that this is not the cafe with all
mafons ; for though thefe arts are among
them, and all have a right and an oppor-
tumty to know them, yet fome want ca-
pacity, and others induftry to acquire
them. However, 6f all their arts and
fecrets, that which I moft defire to know
s, ¢ The fkylle of becommynge gide and
parfyghte;” and I with it were commu-
nicated to all mankind, fince there is
nothing more true than the beautiful fen-
tence contained in the laft anfwer, ¢ That
the better men are, the more they love
- one another.””  Virtue havmg in itfelf
fomething fo amiable as to charm the
hearts of all that behold it.
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A GLOSSARY,

To explain the old words in the fores
going Manufcript.

LLEIN, only

Alweys, always .
.Beithe, both
Commodytye, conveniency
Confrerie, fraternity
Faconnynge, forming
Fore-fayinge, prophecying
Freres, brethren
Headlye, chiefly
- Hem plefethe, they pleafc
Hemfelfe, themfelves™
Her, there, their
Hereynne, therein
Herwyth, with it
Holpynge, beneficial
Kunne, know
Kunnynge, knowledge
Mate gudde, are beneficial
Metynges, meafures
Mote, may -
™ Myddlelond, Mediterranean

Myghte,

[ SO
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Myghte, power
Occafyonne, opportunity
Oder, or

Onelyche, only
Perneceffarye, abfolutely neceﬂ'ary
Preife, honour

Recht, right .
Reckenyngs, numbers
Sonderlyche, particularly
Skylle, knowledge
Wackfynge, growing
Werck, operation

Wey, way

Whereas, where

* Woned, dwelt

Wunderwerckynge, workmg miracles
Wylde, favage

Wynnynge, gaining

Tnn, into
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Page 2 line 1 for of read for.

.20
—

21
28
59
66
67
76
77
98
103
107
115
120
I25%

156

201
224

15 for MASON read MAISON.
17 for MaQ) read Maw.

20 for Malscodd read Maluroods
12 in notes, for Mupns read Musipuc, .

22 notes, for @i¥ovo@iar read RN IETA

5 Jfor defcription read infcription.

7 notes, for Charhes read Chartres.
22 notes, for with read without.’

2 note, for Eafouih; read Eazpon‘cf‘a;
17 notes, for as read is. .
10 for initiated read imitated.

10 notes, for look read took. -

4 for Iriimegiftus. read Triltmegiftus.
19 for he is te tread read to tread is.

1 for furnitures read furniture.

4 Jfar regard read regarding.. -

" 18 for MORIALI read MORIAH.

7 for thatby order, in the Apprentices,
read that by the Apprentces Order.
3 for what read what are. _
13 for diffinguifhed read extinguifhed.
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