GRAND MASTER’S MESSAGE
Have you ever heard or read something which did
not make any sense? Not a ridiculous saying, I am
referring to a statement which causes you to stop
and say “what” and read the phrase again or simply
ask the person who said it to repeat what they said.
I have always loved history therefore, and it was the
Old Testament which I read first. Here we find a little known, and less studied verses in the Bible.
2 Samuel Chapter 23 vs. 14-17
14 And David was then in an hold, and the
garrison of the Philistines was then in 		
Bethlehem.
15 And David longed, and said, Oh that one
would give me drink of the water of the well of
Bethlehem, which is by the gate!
16 And the three mighty men brake through
the host of the Philistines, and drew water out
of the well of Bethlehem, that was by the gate,
and took it, and brought it to David: neverthe
less he would not drink thereof, but poured it
out unto the Lord.
17 And he said, Be it far from me, O Lord,
that I should do this: is not this the blood of
the men that went in jeopardy of their lives?
Therefore he would not drink it.
2 Samuel Chapter 23 records the names of David’s
mighty men and recounts some stories about each
of them. One story is from David’s exile, when he
had to flee King Saul who was trying to kill him.
King Saul was well aware his days as the king of
Israel were numbered. Not only had the prophet,
Samuel, foretold the end of Saul’s reign, but 		
Samuel had also anointed David as his successor
while Saul was still the king. Rather than
submitting to the will of the Lord, however, Saul
considered David a threat and sought to kill him.
Consequently, David was on the run, hiding from
Saul throughout the land of Israel for over four
years. From Gibeah to Moab, and from the
wilderness of Ziph to Ein Gedi, David and his men
hid in shelters, strong holds, and caves, and even
found refuge among the Philistines. One of David’s
earliest and most trusted hideouts was the Cave
at Adullam.
[2]

Adullam was located in the Shephelah region
of Israel just south of the upper end of the Elah
Valley where the hills begin to rise into the Judean
Highlands. It was just five miles from the site where
David slew the Philistine giant Goliath, propelling
him into fame throughout all of Israel. In these
verses, three of David’s men overheard him longing
for water from the well of Bethlehem, where he
was born and spent the days of his youth. Imagine a
sweltering, dusty summer day as David remembered
the cool water from the village well of his tender
youth. Since David had been a shepherd, we can
infer he often stopped at this well for his sheep to
gain refreshment. I can image this little shepherd
boy longing for days of yesteryear when he thought
of the refreshing waters. Certainly, David had not
given orders for his men to bring him water from
that well. Neither, had he intended his friends and
companions to be prompted by his words to attempt
a dangerous journey. Nonetheless, these three valiant
men took his longing seriously and broke through
enemy lines to draw water for David from the well
of Bethlehem. Only to trod the same perils traversing back to their sanctuary to bring David what they
perceived he desired. It was approximately 25 miles
round trip. Yes they were on a journey and a mission
for certain. It was then as I reflected on those four
words which had perplexed me. I realized it was not
the journey or even the destination. Because David’s
men brought him water at the risk of their own lives,
he considered it too precious to drink himself and
instead poured it out as an offering to God. This was
David’s way of proclaiming, the truth “Only God is
worthy of such a sacrifice” this remarkable gift. This
little shepherd boy, giant killer, and anointed King of
Israel declares “Be it Far From Me” did you hear it,
did you see it. He hath shewed thee, O man, what
is good; and what doth the LORD require of thee,
but to do justly, and to love mercy, and walk humbly
with thy God.” David was in solitude and reflection
in Adullam. God alone is worthy and desires the gift
of our devotion. So as I pondered this magnificent
journey called life I realize four truths:
1. 	 Everyone is on their way somewhere.
2. 	 The reflection we see in the mirror tomorrow
		 is the result of today’s labor.
3. 	 Servants exist to serve, not be served.
4. There is a difference between isolation
		 and solitude.

Brethren I hope you take advantage of the solitude during these trying times and connect with
your family. Here in the scriptures we read another
insight into the life of this “man after God’s own
heart.” David held his men in such high esteem it is
no surprise these “valiant men” of Israel loved their
king. Yes, the time for committed valiant men was at
hand…and my brethren nothing has changed.
On behalf of Laura and I, along with our Grand
Lodge Elected and Appointed Line, we want to wish
each of you a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year.
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Walter C Disher II
					Grand Master

MASONIC EDUCATION CORNER
WE ARE BUILDERS

We are all in agreement that Freemasonry is a
splendid Fraternity; that it is steeped in tradition;
that it numbers many great men of the past and present as its members; that it has a beautiful ritual; and
that it is, indeed, a great honor to be a Freemason.
However, in the final analysis the future of
Freemasonry depends not on these things, but on
the influence it exerts in the life of each one of us. If
society is to be successful and everlasting, it must live
and breathe the principles on which it is founded. It
must be workable, and this means that the individual
members must live in the spirit of real Brotherhood,
we must be a doer of the word, not just a hearer
only!
To assume obligations of friendship, morality, and
brotherly love; to reaffirm love for the dependence
on an Eternal Father, are but empty words lost forever in the restless air if they are not practiced in our
daily life. In this sense, we as present-day Masons
could very well classify ourselves as Operative
Masons.
Our Lodge is not just a room. It is not merely a
place in which to enjoy Fraternal Fellowship. It is
not an organization which replaces the Church. It
is not the means of promoting ones self in business.
What our Lodge really is, is a group of men, a group

of Brothers, who have dedicated themselves to a
common task, and that is to build. A Freemason is
a builder; a builder of character; a builder of a better community; a better nation; a better world in
which to live; a builder of an Eternal Temple for the
indwelling of God.
Such should be the real meaning of Freemasonry
to each of us. If not, we should re-dedicate our
lives right now to those principles of Freemasonry
to which we have obligated ourselves to accept, to
learn, to keep and to exemplify.
“We are brought to Light in order that we may let
our Light so shine before our fellowmen, that they
may see our good works and join us in glorifying The
Great Architect of the Universe.”
~ Author Unknown
Brothers, as we build on our spiritual building may
we not forget the duty we owe to each other and
let us never forget the tenets of a Mason which are
brotherly love, relief and truth. We should never forget the Great Light of Masonry, the Holy Scripture
John 13: 34: A new commandment I give unto you,
that ye love one another; as I have loved you, that
ye also love one another. May we always be ready to
bring relief to a fellow creature when in need.
We must always be truthful in all our words, deeds
and actions so that we may hear those welcome
words, Well done thou good and faithful servant.
At this joyful time of year, Toni, Macy and myself
would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year. May God bless each of you with
all that you need and desire.
Word of the month: “Consistent”
“Our Best Is the Least We Owe Each Other”
		
		

Steven D. Hames, Senior Grand Warden
Chairman, Masonic Education Committee
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JAMES DEAN STRICKLAND
PAST DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTER
October 14, 1968 Shaw AFB, Sumter, SC
July 10, 2020
West Columbia, SC

Worshipful Brother Melvyn Manikan Acevedo,
Secretary of Franklin Lodge No. 96, AFM,
since 2015, passed away June 29, 2020.

DOIVE JARMAL INTO, JR.
PAST DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTER
December 6, 1937 Hardeeville, SC
July 22, 2020
Hardeeville, SC
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RICHARD LEE HARDING
PAST DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTER
April 9, 1939
Wernersville, PA
October 26, 2020 Gaffney, SC
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BOBBY LAMAR BANNISTER
PAST DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTER
July 6, 1930
Belton, SC
September 4, 2020 Anderson, SC

Brethren:
The Masonic Service Association of North
America has made an Appeal to the Grand
Lodges and Brethren of North America for
assistance to the Grand Lodges and Brethren of
Louisiana and Iowa. A tremendous amount of
damage and destruction has been experienced by
our Louisiana Brethren and their families caused
by Hurricane Laura and two other deadly storms.
The recovery will be ongoing for a long time to
come. The Iowa Brethren and their families suffered greatly from the Derecho Storms and are
still trying to recover.
If your Lodge, or you personally, would like to
make a donation to assist our Louisiana and Iowa
Brethren, please make your checks payable to the
Grand Lodge AFM Charities, Disaster Relief,
Inc. with an indication in the memo section of the
check whether the donation is for Louisiana or
Iowa. The Grand Lodge AFM Charities, Disaster
Relief, Corporation is a 501(c) 3 Corporation and
all donations are tax deductible.

We wish you and your family a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy, Healthy, Prosperous and
Blessed New Year. As we celebrate this Holiday
Season with our families and friends, let us
remember in our thoughts and prayers the men
and women in the Armed Forces, who during the
holiday season will be away from their families
protecting our Country and our Freedom.
We should remember to visit and assist our shutin Brethren and the families of those Brethren
who have passed to the Celestial Lodge Above
throughout the year, and more especially, during
the Holiday Season.
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ETHAN LAVERNE CAMERON
PAST DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTER
		July 15, 1928
Saluda, SC
August 12, 2020
Edgefield, SC

MASONIC SERVICE ASSOCIATION
APPEAL FOR LOUISIANA & IOWA

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND
HAPPY NEW YEAR

Since 1928

BOBBY JONES LOVE
PAST DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTER
August 31, 1934
Chester, SC
July 25, 2020
Chester, SC

We wish to express our deepest sympathies, to
the family, friends and Lodge Brethren.

(USPS 332-760) Official bulletin of the Grand Lodge of Ancient
Free Masons of South Carolina issued bimonthly from the Grand Lodge
Building, 1445 Pisgah Church Rd., Lexington, S.C. 29072-7107

Worshipful Brother Walter Elliott Limehouse, Sr.,
Past Master & Past Secretary for 33 years of
Summerville Lodge No. 234, AFM, passed
away June 12, 2020 in Summerville, SC.
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ROBERT EMMETT CAMPBELL
PAST DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTER
		March 27, 1923
Chesterfield, SC
June 25, 2020
Cassatt, SC
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IN MEMORIAM

Worshipful Brother Wayne H. Swords, Secretary
of Tate Lodge No. 292, AFM, from 1990-2020,
passed away on April 18, 2020 in Norris, SC.

